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CIRCULATION AREA MAP 


FROM THE EDITOR 


Welcome to the June issue of Four Shires, There are festivals on the 
horizon* it will soon be Wimbledon and they're playing cricket already. 
There's even a world cup or two approaching - it must be summer! 

English strawberries will soon be making an appearance and I have to say 
that the asparagus bed I have been rending for the past two years has 
produced a lovely crop - happy days! 


We have something a little different for the leader this month. Neil 

Andrew sent this lovely poem to us and we thought it needed publishing 

- here it is, 1 particularly like the last two lines! „. nri wll „ 1Trtl 

1 ■ JEREMY WILTON 


FORGOTTEN GATES 

I was level once and hung with pride, 

Two stout posts on either side, 

My hinges oiled and latch was tight, 

I kept stock in by day and night* 

The ewes and cows would mb and scratch, 
But I never once released my catch, 

Over the years my colour lightened 
A coat of paint and hinges tightened, 

But seasons passed and folk forgot. 

No maintenance and left to rot, 

A heifer jumped, my bars did bust. 

The paint all flaked, I began to rust. 

Old Fordson tractors passed through with ease, 
But John Deeres now my gateposts squeeze. 
Their wheels move my posts with every hit, 
My latch and hurges no longer fit, 

And now the most degrading thing, 

They tied me to the post with string. 

Neil Andrew 
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6 4> LETTERS... AND DOG 
8 4* AROUND THE SHIRES 

Read all about it! Take a look at 
what has been happening in the 
Four Shires over the past month. 

12 4* BOOKS 

14 * OUT & ABOUT 

All the local Four Shires listings, 

21 * ARTS & ANTIQUES 

Artweeks events took place all over 
Oxfordshire last month.We review 
a few here. 

28 4- ART CLASS 

Barry Whitehouse guides you 
through the rules for drawing the 
perfect human body: 

30 * BUSINESS 

Our feature this month focuses on 
local businesses. 

41 4* HOMES & INTERIORS 


Harry Rhodes of Tudor photography talks about b is 
successful photography business and how he has bitilt it up... 


GARDENS 4* 58 

Mint growing in Adderbury and 
more open gardens to visit. 

SECRET LIVES * 64 

The beauty of the Damselfly... 
with Maggie Chaplin. 

COUNTRYMAN 4* 65 

Sw r ooping > bleet in g and swarm in g,.. 
all in a normal day's w r ork for 
countryman George Fenemore. 

THE ONE TO WATCH 4* 66 

Times flies... Maggie Chaplin 
looks back at how r we measured it 
in years gone by without a watch. 

SPORT 4* 69 





Black is back... and so are florals. 
Anything goes - quite literally. 

52 4* FAVOURITE WALKS 

Peter Jones has found hidden 
Stratford - and a favourite pub! 

54 4* FATHER'S DAY 

Great gifts to delight even the 
fussiest of Dads. 

56 4* FASHION & BEAUTY 


From w hat you 
w ear, to how you 
accessorise, he 
inspired by our 
fabulous florals, 
chosen to brighten 
your sunnv days in 

t jH i* 

the country. 


PETER JONES MEETS 4* 71 

Lino Peres, restaurateur. 

FOOD & DRINK 4* 72 


Pack up a perfect picnic! 

MOTORING 4* 77 

EDUCATION 4* 82 

THEATRE 4* 84 

Bruce Cox reviews The Proper 
Pygmalion at the Playhouse. 

LOOKING BACK 4* 86 

More great pictures from the past. 

CIVIL WARS 4- 89 
MUSIC 4* 90 
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It urns tv hi 1st Dog was doing the 
rounds of Oxfordshire Artweeks (a 
fantastic institution now in its 32nd 
year) that he spotted a wonderful 
piece of impromptu artwork. This 
mound of used horseshoes (with nails 
attached) resembles a giant industrial 
revolution wasps nest! It was spotted 
in Cu(worth. One can image a giant, 
rusting, metallic wasp creating it! 

Note that would he a wasp that Dog 
would go into a flap about.. , 









In response to our recent story about Dave Pegg, we heard from 
Richard Amy who added an interesting tailpiece that we'd like 
to share with our ¥our Shires readers... 


Son Matt Pegg has found fame and recognition of his own and 
for many years been the bass player of Proeol Hamm, the hand 
front the same original era as Fair port Convention, who smashed 
around the world with the still multi-million-selling hit A Whiter 
Shade of Pale, first released in 1967s Summer of Love. 

So if the irony of Matt subbing for dad in Fairport was of a son 
gigging around with guys of his fathers generation, that s exactly 
what Matt s being doing already with Procol. Terrific credit, then > 
for Matt's recognition, more than a decade ago, as a musician of 
the new generation perfectly good enough to grace a line-up of 
the old. 

Procol Hamm „ whose singer, pianist and co-songwriter Gary 
Brooker will be 69 this month, had disbanded in the 70s, but 
reformed in the 90s - with Cropredy among their first festival 
appearances. Brookers birthday celebrations, including Matt, 
will be at a gig in Munich. 

Thanks , Richard, we enjoyed receiving that! 


Many thanks to Mr Terry Andrews ofBan bury for getting in touch with 
the magazine regarding pictures we featured in the November 2013 issue of 
Four Shires. He pointed out that the pictures that featured mews of the 
canal at Banbury also showed a yard facing onto the canal. 

The yard belonged to Andy's Transport and he managed to identify a couple 
of war department trucks that were used by the company at the time. Terry 
used to run Andys Transport . a well known haulage company in the area. 


6 Four Shires * june 2014 



BULL ! 

We have the definitive answer to the bull 
jumping picture! We contacted Fyrells crisps 
and their marketing gurus have confirmed 
that the chap in question was: ‘Farmer Colin 
Newlove and bis four-year-old Yorkshire bull 
jumping through a burning hoop on 
Newloves farm near the village of Bugrhorpe 
in Yorkshire. 1963- 

We think this is the chap we featured in 
the March magazine... 

Also featured on that page was a photograph 
of a farmer tending some sheep. Diana 
Adams called in ro shed some light on the 
picture. The shepherd was her Father in Law, 
Bill Locke who worked at CR Adams 
(known as Bertie Adams). The picture was 
indeed taken at the Oxfordshire Royal Show. 
The sheep were part of a flock of Oxfordshire 
Downs. Diana's husband, John and son Ian 
are still at Manor Farm, but they no longer 
have sheep. 
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ALL ABOARD! 

OXFORDSHIRE BROWNIES TAKE OVER FIRST GREAT 
WESTERN TRAIN FOR SPECIAL GIRL-ONLY TRIP 

Hundreds of Oxfordshire Brownies took to the tracks 
for a specially commissioned train journey to London to 
mark 100 years of the Brownies, 

Platforms at Charlbury and Oxford became a sea of 
yellow as 600 girls and their leaders rook part in a fun- 
filled adventure in London last month for the special 
journey to London Paddington. The girls were greeted 
on arrival by some very special guests including Chief 
Guide Gill Slocombe. 

Brownie Poppy Howard, from the 1st Bletchington 
Brownies said: “It has been really special as we have met 
other Brownies and been to see Buckingham Palace. 

Brownie Rosalind Aumonier, of the 1st Steeple Aston 
Brownies, said: l Tt is good to be a Brownie. We do lots 
of fun things, lots of activities and meet new people. ' 

Sophie Gallow from the 9th Banbury (St Pauls) Brownies, 

added: “At Brownies you get to 
help other people and have fun. 

My favourite.., things are singing 
songs and playing games.'' 

For more information about 
Girlguiding in Oxfordshire visit 
www.oxf 0 rdshiregirlg 11 iding.org.uk 

left: Muddy Blake and Katie Neal\ 
wearing 50 j and 70 s uniforms 


GIFFORDS CIRCUS 
THE FIRST TEN YEARS 

Back 111 2004 E remember 
attending Tvsoe Village fete 
and witnessing part of 
Giffords Circus on the village 
playing fields. Most of the 
audience were a bit subdued 
as it had been raining 
continuously during the day 
and spirits were low, 1 here 
was however* an amazing 
transformation when a 
young lady appeared on the 
back of a 'painted' circus 
horse and proceeded to 
perform many ail acrobatic 
feat - very professionally. 

This was, 1 now realise, 

Nell Gifford and part of her 
: fiedgling' Giffords Circus. 

I remember being struck by 
the performance at the time 
and I am not surprised by 
the mounting popularity 
the show has created.The 
book: "Giffords Circus - 
The First fen Years' details 


• t*t*»4»<*4»***«»*tt 

Ep w r ell n Horley, Hornton, 
Shenington* Shutford and 
Wrox to 11 with all matches 
being played at the Wrox ton 
cricket ground, Horley Road, 
Wrox to 11 on Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings. 

The league enjoys some 
unusual rules - a limit on the 
number of runs a batsman can 
make (25); all players must 
bowl at least an over, no LBWs 
and no player can be out first 
ball! The games consist of 20 
overs and all are welcome. 

For more information email: 
cricket@centre-p.co.uk or call 
Ian Sloane on 01869 338866 




the rise of the circus with all 
the trials and tribulations 
associated with such a venture. 
The book is wonderfully 
produced with colour images 
adorning nearly every page of 
the 250 that it runs to. 
Drawing on a colourful 
tradition of music hall and 
entertainment* the book is a 
riotous recollection of all 
things unusual... 

Hardback 250 pages, £25 
ISBN 978 0 7524 8918 6 


PUB CRICKET 

For those of you who enjoy a 
spot of'social' cricket, the 
Village Pub Cricket League 
is up and running again, The 
league is a great way to enjoy 
some fun cricket, especially 
if the w r eather is good. 

The league revolves around 
the villages of Balscote, 
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POPULAR PARISH PRIEST LEAVES BANBURY CHURCH 

St Johns Church, Banbury, bid a fond farewell to Canon Mervyn 
Tower who has been the parish priest for over 10 years and is 
now leaving for pastures new. After a short sabbatical, he will be 
taking up a new position at the Holy Trinity Church in 
Chipping Norton. 

Tony Baldry MP and the Town Mayor of Banbury along with 
hundreds of parishioners attended a final mass service which was 
followed by a party. 


COURTSHIP FEEDING CAPTURED 


Photographer 
Philip Lucas kindly 
sent us this very 
unusual picture. 
Why unusual? 

After ah it's only a 
pic of one robin 
feeding another 
robin, probably a 
juvenile. 

Only someone with 
a real interesr in birds would know that it is in fact a photo of 
an adult male robin feeding an adult female robin. This is 
known as courtship feeding, and rakes place prior to mating and 
the female laying the first egg. 

A few of our readers may have seen this, but ro see it photographed 
is surprising as the event can happen quite randomly 

Philip took this picture in a garden at Mollingron in 
April. Juvenile robins do not acquire a red breast until early 
Autumn when they moult. 

We were delighted to see this and would like to thank Philip for 
sending in such a lovely photograph! 



Many thanks to Gwyneth Warburt&n for popping in to our 
offices and lending us some old pictures from around the area. 

In an article in the May magazine we stated that 
Gwyneth's grandfather Christopher French (who lived in 
the tollhouse in B lex ham) received the Military Medal for 
defending a machine gun post during the First World War. 
In fact „ he was awarded the medal for attacking a German 
machine gun post\ 

We are happy ro make the amendment. 


Four Shires ❖ around the shires 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 69! 

mat does the W.L 
and the Rotary 
Club of Banbury 
have in common? 

According to Tricia 
Stewart of Calendar 
Girls fame (one of 
the original 12), an 
average age of 69! 

Should they be 
twi nned? 

Tricia recently provided the club with a fascinating 
recollection of an idea which, when originally conceived, her 
group anticipated might (hopefully) sell 200 calendars. It 
mushroomed into a fundraising spectacular through tens of 
thousands of sales, a film, a stage show and in excess of £4m 
raised for the charity Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research, 

Tricia is not one for taking herself too seriously despite 
TV and Radio appearances world-wide, not to say mixing 
with royalty and film stars. What an inspiration! 

Her talk was the culmination of the fundraising via the 
2013 Tour de f rigs event for Leukaemia and Lymphoma 
Research, Whilst not all the figures have been calculated 
yet, this should have generated funds approaching £3,000. 

Tricia Stewart flanked by Rotary Club of Banbury 
members Andy Fair bairn (left) and John Webb 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURt I GODSWELL PARK 


Godswell Park 

Godswell Park is a state of the art 
45-bed luxury care home, providing 
the highest quality residential and 
nursing care, with single en-suite 
rooms enjoying extensive views 



Do you have a problem? 

Are you one of the numerous people in the 
UK today charged with looking after an elderly 
relative, friend or neighbour? Have you a 
holiday planned or perhaps a business trip that 
you cannot avoid and are worried about what 
arrangements to make to care for your loved one 
whilst you are away? 

Are you, yourself, an elderly person who lives 
alone or is fiercely independent but has to go into 
hospital for an operation and worried about what 
happens before you can return home? 

Perhaps you are considering your options for the 
future, just in case you feei you might need care 
and support that would not be available at home? 

Have you vowed 'never to go into a nursing 
home'? 

Godswell Park has the solution - 
A hotel with care 

So many people think of nursing homes as only 
offering accommodation for elderly residents who 
stay for the long term, and at Godswell Park such 
residents are, indeed, in the majority. However, 
we recognise the increasing need for care and 
accommodation of the highest quality for residents 
who may just stay with us for a short time and 
we always tiy to ensure that we have a variety 
of rooms available for this purpose. A number of 
people come to stay with us for one or two weeks 
on a regular basis and describe us as a hotel 
with care. We provide peace of mind both for our 
resident but also, and just as importantly, for their 
relatives or friends who know their loved one is 
being well looked after while away. 

What sets us apart? 

We believe that our accommodation and 
facilities are second-to-none in the area but the 
environment only counts for so much when you 
are considering coming to stay with us. What is 


really important is the attention to detail that we 
give to the care of our residents, whether they 
are with us for a week or for the longer term. 

Our four cornerstones of care form the basis of 
everything we do: 

Personalised care planning 

it is important that we really get to know our 
residents' needs, likes and dislikes so that we can 
ensure that we plan our care on a truly individual 
ba sis. We e n cou ra g e you to come and visit us to 
discuss your requirements and we will also visit 
you in your own home or in hospital to ensure 
that, when you arrive at Godswell Park, everything 
is in place to make your first few days with us 
as stress-free as possible. As we get to know 
you better we can then develop the way that we 
look after you so that you know you are receiving 
the care and attention that has been designed 
specifically for you. 

Dignity 

Preserving ones dignity in old age is a key 
concern for many people as they grow older. We 
know this and we understand that, sometimes, 
the idea of coming into a communal environment, 
even for a short time, may fill you with foreboding. 
Til is is why all our staff - nurses, carers, catering 
assistants, housekeepers - are trained to the 
highest standards to respect your dignity and 
ensure that you maintain your self-esteem. 

We are here to support you and promote your 
independence - we will never 'take over' from you 
if there are aspects of your personal care that you 
wish to maintain and do for yourself. 

Respect 

Have you ever been addressed by your first 
name by people you have never met and who are 
obviously several generations younger than you? 

We find this both irritating and condescending. 

We believe that each resident should tell us how 
they wish to be addressed because this is just one 


small part of the respect that we believe is due 
to our elderly residents. In many cultures age is 
venerated for the life experience that comes with 
living longer - we agree with that? 



Choice 

Why should residents be required to fit in to 
what suits the running of the nursing home? After 
all, if you were staying in a five-star hotel the 
staff would adapt their routines to your wishes. At 
Godswell Park you are enabled to: 

* get up (and retire to bed) at a time of your 
choosing; 

* take your meals when you wish, either in our 
restaurant or in the privacy of your own room, 

(If you visit our restaurant you can have a table for 
one or join with other residents as you wish) 

* take part in as many or as few of the organised 
activities as interest you; 

* walk in our landscaped grounds, visit our 
summerhouse, join our outings to places of 
interest, take tea on the terrace or in our 
conservatory; 

* receive visitors and invite them to lunch, supper 
or one of our special afternoon teas; 

* visit our sun therapy room or our cinema; 

* treat yourself to a pampering session in our hair 
and beauty salon. 

Daily life at Godswell Park 

The two owners of Godswell Park work full¬ 
time on site and help ensure that standards are 
maintained to the level that all our staff strive to 
achieve for each resident. One of the directors, 


Godswell Park, Church Street, Bloxham, Oxfordshire 0X15 4ES 












who is a fully-qualified nurse, brings with her 
the experience of having been an nspector with 
the regulatory authority and oversees the quality 
of nursing and personal care provided to each 
resident. Our manager and deputy manager are 
also both fully-qualified nurses and have many 
years of experience in similar roles in charge of 
the wellbeing of our residents, whilst our resident 
services manager ensures that you experience a 
fulfilling and contented stay, 

Gods we I Park has one of the highest staff- 
to-resident ratios around. Our nursing and care 
staff look after the physical and personal care of 
our residents whilst our specialist housekeeping 
team ensures that bedrooms and social areas 
are kept clean and tidy and laundry is returned 
immaculate. Nutrition is a very important aspect 
of daily life and our dedicated chefs and catering 
team will assist residents in choosing from the 
extensive menus and ensure that food is prepared 
and served in accordance with each resident's 
requirements. Our activities team comprises four 
peopse whose role it is to provide a social schedule 
which promotes mental and physical stimulation 
but who will also ensure that those who wish 
to remain more private are not overlooked. We 
never employ agency staff, which means that each 
of our employees gets to know the likes, dislikes and 
foibles of every one of our residents, we are proud 
of the training that each and every member of staff 
undergoes as part of their career with us. 

Our bedrooms are of various sizes, all of 
them larger than the average and with err-suite 
bathrooms including level-access showers. Our spa 
baths with Jacuzzi and light therapy are situated 
on each floor. Each bedroom is equipped with 
television and direct-dial telephone, wi-fi and 
satellite t.v, connection. 

Our three day rooms do not have televisions 
because they are places where our residents like to 
invite their guests to join them for a cup of coffee 
or a game of bridge. However, for major national 


or sporting events our cinema offers a large screen 
and surround sound for those whose eyesight and 
hearing may not be as sharp as it was. 

Our sun therapy room with its private beacli is a 
popular place on grey days and our purpose-built 
beauty salon and shop, our library corner and our 
conservatory and summerhouse entice residents 
out of their bedroom either to spend some quiet 
time enjoying their hobby or socialising with other 
residents and visitors. 

At Gods we 11 Park we believe that social 
interaction is an important aspect of life in our 
care environment, and lunchtime provides the 
ideal opportunity for residents to enjoy a glass of 
sherry before their meal. The choice of menus 
provided by our team of chefs is regularly updated 
to make the most of fresh seasonal produce and 
locally-sou reed ingredients, and continues to earn 
the high praise for which Gods well has become 
famous since we opened in 2011. 



Godswell Park - a hotel with 
care that really cares 

We hope that, by giving you a feel of what life 
is like at Godswell Park, we may have given you 
a possible solution if you are facing any of the 
problems that we described at the start. Whether 
you are looking for long-term or short-term care 
we are here to help. F ease feel free to check 
out our website, call us for more information or, 
even better, pay us a visit so that you can see for 
yourself what Godswell Park has to offer and why 
one of our regular short-term residents describes 
us as 'a hotel with care, that really cares'. 


If you haven't visited a care home 
recently, this may all sound too good to 
be true. But don't take our word for it, 
the following are some comments from 
residents that have been made since 
we have opened: 

* Everyone so dedicated to their work and 
always smiling, 1 

* Everything was just as good as you sasd 
it would be, and more, As far as Mrs X is 
concerned it made her hospital stay and 
recuperation much easier knowing that her 
husband was well looked after/ 

* ’You enabled me to come home with 
confidence. My care was of an outstanding 
level and I very much enjoyed my stay, 1 

* 'Everyone was so kind and friendly-both 
residents and staff couldn't have done 
more to make me welcome. It was my ferst 
experience of staying in a Home, and I would 
definitely recommend Godswell Park as being 
the very best.' 

* 1 was immediately struck by the welcome 
I was given - smiles from everyone and no 
problem too difficult.' 

* I wish to thank you and your staff for all 
the excellent care I had at Godswell I have 
returned home confident and able to look 
after myself with ease.' 
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TOO SMALL FOR 
MY BIG BED 


BOOKS for your 
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GLORIA 

Kerry Young 


THE REASON I JUMP 

Naoki Higashida 


maoki HIGASHIDA 


The Reason I Jump by' 
Naoki Higashida was a 
big hit last year when 
it was first published. 
Written by a Japanese 
boy with autism this 
book offers an insight 
into how some autistic 
people see the world and 
why they may do things 
that seem so odd to 
others. Now out in papei 
back, £8.99 


Kerry Toung read the opening rew pages 
of her book Gloria. Gloria is a young 
Jamaican woman who has to flee to 

Kingston to escape 
the consequences of 
an act of violence. 

J f - - For anv author to 
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THE WELL 

TEMPERED GARDEN 

Christopher Lloyd 


fcyy A .. i 5-S a very exposing 

L thing to do and thi: 

somehow enhances 
the listening 

I W ^ ■!' • l' > ' 1 | \l it 

experience. Kerry 
Young was born in 
Jamaica and thanks to her vivid rendition 
I now hear her voice as I pick up her book 
Spanning the middle of the twentieth 
century, Gloria is growing up at the same 
time as Jamaica is achieving independence 
the whole community Is either struggling 
with or embracing change and Gloria has 
to choose her own way through life. £8.99 


HOT DOG, COLD DOG 

Frann Preston-Gannon 


HENRI MATISSE 


HOT DOG 


With the exhibition of his cut outs in 
Tate Britain, Henri Matisse is attracting 
even more appreciation of his work at 
the moment and we have several books 
of his art work in the shop Including 
this beautiful facsimile edition of Henri 
Ma risse - Draw i n gs 1936. B ea u ti fu I. 
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Amber Stewart 


BOOKSHELVES 


The East Midlands Book 
Awards were held last 
month at Canon’s Ashby 
on a perfect early 
summer's evening with a 
very strong list of 
candidates. 


UNDER THE JEWELLED SKY 

Alison McQueen 


The overall winner of the EMBA was Alison 
McQueen for Under the Jewelled 
Skv. Set in India in the fifties, a 
young woman accepts a 
marriage proposal from a 
British diplomat but when he 
is posted to New Delhi, 
memories of her first lost love 
come back to haunt her and 
brings her face to face with 

The panel of judges felt that 
this hit just the right note 
,1*1 for a romantic novel, 

affecting and beautifully 
written. 


There was 

childrens book on the l 

list, Too Small for My 

Big Bed by Amber 

Stewart, a charming 

tale of a tiger cub, 

who by day was full 

of bounce and 1 

bravado but by 

night time felt that 

the only place to be was with his mum 
in her bed. Layn Marlow’s illustrations 
are enchanting and this book w T as 
awarded the Geoffrey Trease Award for 
Children's Writing. 









BLOXHAM MILL CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 


Celebrating the 10th. anniversary of 
Bloxham Mill near Banbury guests 
enjoyed an afternoon of good food and 
drink, Bloxham Mill B usiness Centre 
offers serviced office solutions that 
provide small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) with highly efficient* flexible 
and cost-effective alternatives to a 
conventional office. 


above: Ray Avery delivers his celebratory 
speech; the celebration cake 

1: speech by Michael McCalmont; 

2: Michael McCalmont presents Chris 
Grimes from. MNGP food tech with an 
award for long service at the centre 
3: Yves Cozon (FSB) and Harriet 
McCalmont 

4 and 5. guests enjoying the celebration 




6: Ray Avery and Tracey Fleming cut the 
celebration cake 

7; Evie Lovell, Clare Evans, Helen 
Yeomans, Ray Avery and Tracy Fleming 
8: Clare Evans, receptionist and Evie 
L o veil, acco u n ts ass is tan t 
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BANBURY & DISTRICT 
SHOW 

Spice ball Park 

8th June , 1030am - 430pm 

Th is is a wonderful outdoor family 
event, supported by the service 
dubs of Banbury. 










Keen to promote the town's parks and recreation areas 
Spiceball Park opens itself up for the Show, an ideal 
location for town and village folk to come together for a 
full day of fun, games and entertainment. 


More information at: www.banbury.gov.uk 



THE ELEVEN TH 


Book Now www.spencerofalthorp.com 
01604 770 107 



In 

1 







Authors appearing include 


Kate Adie, Emma Bridgewater, Jung Chang, 
Julian Clary, Geordie Greig, Boris Johnson, 
Ben Macintyre, Charles Moore, Jeremy Paxman, 
Charles Spencer and Sir Roy Strong. 


Althorp, Northamptonshire, NN7 4HQ 


BONHAMS SALE 

Shiptof j on Cher well, Kidlington 
7th June , Warn - 4pm 

Following on from the 
previous, highly successful 
auctions - run in conjunction 
with the VMCC event - The 
Banbury Run. Bonhams are 
having a sale of Pioneer* 
Veteran and Vintage 
Motorcycles the day before 
the “run”. The venue for the 
auction will be Bonhams 
prestigious Saleroom at 
Banbury Rd, Shipton on 
Cher well, Kidlington, Oxford* 

0 X 5 1 JH. 



RETURN OF THE GRUMPY 
OLD WOMEN - 50 SHADES 
OF BEIGE 

The Core , Corby 
7th June 

The Grumpies are back to 
knock some sense into die 
nation. Perrier Award-winning 
comedian, writer and original 
star of Grumpy Old Women 
Jenny Eclair will be joined 
by fellow recruits Susie Blake 
(Mrs Brown’s Boys BBC One, 
Coronation Street, ITVl) 
and actress and singer Kate 
Robbins (Where The Heart Is 
11 Vi, Casualty BBC One) in 
this brand spanking new show. 

This jam-packed spanking new 
show includes... learning the 
art of Grumpy Grooming* 
the joy of large pants, a free 
nagging master class (how to 
get your own way without 
him even noticing), beards 
for women and which style 
will suit you? Complimentary 
Anger Management workshop* 
middle-aged drinking: the rules, 
navigating the smorgasbord of 
worry, voluntary euthanasia vs. 
retirement, how to customise 
an unwanted pole dancing kit 
and a mercifully brief Zumba 
demonstration. ASS this and more! 

Tickets from £20.50 
www. c h eco re co rby. c o m 



BANBURY RUN 


Heritage Motor Centre 
8tb June, 10am - 4pm 

The Heritage Motor Centre is 
now firmly established as the 
home of the VMCC Banbury 
Run with over 600 Veteran and 
Vintage machines on show or 
participating in the Banbury 
Run. It is a fantastic event, 
with club stands, autojumble 
pitches and special interest 
displays. You'll be able to see 
the bikes* all manufactured 
before 1931* in all their glory 
as they set off for their annual 
ride around the nearby 
countryside. Join us for the 
sights* sounds and smells of 
this vintage motorcycle event. 

Museum open 9am - 5pm with 
the Banbury Run’ beginning 
at I Oam. Event prices apply. 
Spectator tickets £6 

Book your tickers online ar 
www. heri rage-motor-cent re. co. u k 
or call 01926 645029 



CALADH NUA 


The Mill Arts Centre 
8th June, 8pm 

With a long list of I V and 
radio work under their belt, as 
well as two highly acclaimed 
albums (Next Stop and Happy 
Days) Caladh Nua’s folk 
musicians are as accomplished 
off-stage as they are on. 

Performing a vast repertoire of 
haunting songs and evocative 
tunes the hand continues to 
lead their listeners on a musical 
escapade of their own creation. 

Tickets £17 

www. the m i 11 a r tsce n rr e. co. u k 
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DAWN FRENCH - 
30 MILLION MINUTES 

Royal &' Derngate 
1 1th June 

Dawn French, the award- 
winning actor, best-selling 
novelist and all round funny lady 
has written a new show, based 
on her life and career, called 
30 Million Minutes, 

Book for this show now, 
because Dawn is convinced It 
wont be long before she is fat 
too doolally ro perform it. The 
evidence is there for all to see, 
She is already three quarters 
certifiably da It. The other 
quarter is utterly bewildered. 
And the remaining quarter 
simply cant do maths, With a 
sharp eye for comic detail and 
a wic ked ear for the absurdities 
of life. Dawn French shares 
how she has misguidedly 
spent her whole life vigorously 
attempting to be a fully 
functioning female human. 

Tickets from £35 

www. rov a landdemgate.co.uk 

FATHER'S DAY 

Ba tsfo rd A rho retu m 
15 th June 

There's free entry to the 
arboretum for all Dads on 
their special day - the perfect 
excuse to treat them to a 
summer walk followed by a 
slap up home-baked lunch of 
afternoon tea in the sunshine 
on the deck of the Garden 
Terrace Cafe, 

www. b at s arb, c o, u k 

GARDEN OPENING 

Around Bdnbury 
1.5th - 16th June 

At Winter Gardens House, 
Winter Gardens Way, 

Banbury, 0X16 IU 1', this 
small south facing garden is 
laid out on three levels with an 
all year round interest planting 
surrounding the lawns. 
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Octagonal greenhouse, small 
pond, patio area, An evolving 
garden with changes made 
each year to the planting ro 
make the space more user- 
friendly and ro show how 
diverse a small garden can be. 
Entrance is £2.50 and children 
are free. leas, plant stall and 
competition with garden 
design prizes. Sony no dogs. 


For more information about 
the Festival of Open Gardens, 
visit: www.khh.org.uk 



IMMORTAL CHI OVERVIEW 


Aylesbury Waterside Theatre 
19th - 2.0th June 

Direct from China, and 
created by the ream behind the 
renowned production Shaolin 
Warriors, Immortal Chi has 
been conceived and directed 
by acclaimed Cirque director 
Erick Villneneuve, along wl th 
the Cirque du Sole!! creative 
team, In the best traditions of 
Cirque, Immortal Chi weaves 
an amazing and exciting story 
which will have you breathless 
with wonder. T he story Is of a 
Tai Chi Master and his ultimate 
challenge ro regain his secret 
inner energy - His Immortal Chi! 

Th is world class team 
incorporate traditional 
Chinese Wushu techniques 
with acrobatics, traditional 
weaponry, authentic Chinese 
musical instruments and 
stunning Chinese drum 
girls who create a vibrant 
contemporary feel - this is a 
feast for all rhe senses. 

Immortal Chi Is not just a 
show - it’s an experience not to 
be missed. 

Tickets £22.90 - £26.40 
www. atgti eke ts. co m 




Legal Services For You 

Our friendly, client focused solicitors can help and guide 
you when you have difficult or complex 
decisions to make in life 

Wills & Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 

Personal Tax 

Family Law & Mediation 

Residential Property, Landlord & Tenant Law 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

52-54 The Green, South Bar Street, Banbury, 0X16 9AB 

01295 204000 

www.se-law.co.uk 

enquiries@se-law,co.uk 


Celebrate Summer 

at Whichford Pottery 
Special Gardening Event 


Saturday 21 st June - 10am to 5pm 

Pots, plants and creative ideas to bring colour and 
interest into your garden ail year round, 

* Lots of seasonal offers on our handmade frostproof flowerpots 
* Unusual perennials for sale from Cotswold Garden Flowers 
* Raymond Evison Clematis for sale 
•TheStraw Kitchen cafe open all day 
Learn from the experts-..* 

At 1 lam and 2pm 

"Clematis for Today's Gardens' talk 
by Chelsea Gold Medallist 
Raymond Evison. Discover how to 
successfully grow clematis throughout 
the gardening year. 

At 12.30pm 

"Exciting Plants for Your Garden ' talk 
by renowned nurseryman Bob Brown 
of Cotswold Garden Flowers. 

Be inspired by Bobs use ol unusual 
plants. 

Free entry but please call 01608 684416 to 
book tickets for talks - £7,50 per talk 


Whichford Pottery* Whichford, Nr. Shipston-on-Stour* 
Warwickshire, CV3G SPG www.wlilchfordpottery.com 
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THE BEACH 

Oxford Castle Quarter 

Warn - 5pm in the market square, until September 

This summer Oxford Castle Quarter invites you to spend 
the summer malting footprints in the sand! 

The return of Oxford s only beach to Oxford Castle Quarter 
this year will be music to rhe ears of many. Thirty-two 
tonnes of sand, palm trees, deckchairs, volleyball nets, peep 
boards, and cocktail umbrellas will all be making another 
welcome appearance within the stunning and historic site of 
Oxford s former gaol and prison. 

There wilt be BBQs, tapas, cocktails, parties, beach 
games, sunbathing, competitions, and much more as 
everyone at Oxford Castle Quarter gets ready for another 
scorcher of a summer. 

More information at: www.oxfordcas tie quarter* com 


CRAZY GOLF TOURNAMENT 



MILLETS FARM CENTRE 

21st June 

Come and join Hel en & 
Douglas House for a day of 
activities and entertainment 
for all rhe family - make a day 
of it, bring a picnic and enjoy 
the sunshine. All profirs from 
the activities on the day will 
go to Helen & Douglas House 
hospice for children and young 
adults. 

Kingston Road, Oxford, 0X13 
5 HB. For information visit: 
www. m i LI ets far m ce nr re. co m 



Middleton Cheney Library 
27th June f 530 - 9pm 

There's a nine and 18 hole competition competition 
at Middleton Cheney Library with prizes, quizzes and 
refreshments. This promises to be fun for everyone. 

Tickets and information from the Library, or visit 
www. m iddl e to n ch e ney o r g 


THE HYSTERICAL 
HISTORICAL SHOW 

The Theatre Chipping Norton 
21st Ju ne, 7- 45pm 

Cult theatre company comedy 
duo and beloved Chippy 
favourites LipService return 
to their stand up roors in rhe 
Hy s ter tea I H isroi'ical Show. 


A whacky whirlwind tour 
of Britain's female national 
treasures. Meet notorious 
gossip Mrs Gaskelt and 
her timid friend Charlotte 
Bronte, learn about Marie 
Stopes and her little known 
friendship with Scott of the 
Antarctic, stage a protest with 
the ever radical Pankhursis, 
meet Georgian housekeeper 
and inventor of cuppa soup 
Elizabeth Raffald and many 
more. We hope you have been 
paying attention because 
there will be a efuiz, not a very 
serious one, with points... and 
points mean prizes. 

Adults .£1 5; concessions £13 
www. c hi pp i ngn orton theatre. com 

SUMMERTIME OUTDOOR 
THEATRE 

Bats ford Arboretum . Thursday 
10th July 1pm <5 7pm 

The magical woodland at 
Batsford A bo re rum will provide 
the backdrop for a theatrical 
experience that's guaranteed 
to entertain the whole family 
All-male company The Lord 
Chamberlain s Men will 
be marking tbeir ten year 
anniversary with a very special 
pe rforma nee o f S h a kes p e are s 
most enduring love story, 
Romeo &: Juliet. 

Hie company specialise in 
performing the Bard's plays 
exactly as Shakespeare intended, 
using a very traditional all-male 
style which certainly adds an 
extra dimension to the play. All 
you need to bring is a picnic 
blanket! Matinee and evening 
performances. To book, please 

call 01386 701441. 



Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM‘S 


it's the season of sunshine 
and wildflowers! 


Wander through 
glades of beautiful 
wildflowers; browse 
gorgeous gifts and 
enjoy home baked 
breakfasts, lunches and 
afternoon teas in the 
Garden Terrace Cafe. 




Create the garden of your Batsford^ 

dreams with Batsford GARDEN CENTRE 

Garden Centre - a plantsman's paradise. 

• Seasonal bedding, veg and herb plants 

• Herbaceous perennials, shrubs and conifers 

• David Austin roses and climbers 

• Fruit & ornamental trees, ferns & large specimen plants 

• Gardening sundries for the allotment & garden 

• Helpful, knowledgable staff 

• Open every day from 9:00am to 5:00pm - put a spring in 
your step with the new season at Batsford Garden Centre 


Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre, Batsford, Moreton-m-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB. Tel 01386 701441. 

E: arboretum-@batsfordfoundation.co.uk. www.batsarb.co.uk 
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DEDDINGTON 
FESTIVAL 

Around Deddington 
12th - 22nd June 

The 2014 Deddington 
Festival offers a range of 
innovative music,, 
performing and visual arts 
events, and talent competitions. It will be a fun- 
packed 10 days with many new additions to the 
programme* Deddy Rocks starts Saturday lunchtime; 
theres stand-up comedy; a “scary” film night for all 
ages; mad-cap circus, classical music and jazz, plus 
much, much more. 

The Deddington Festival is a charity, relying on 
sponsorship from businesses and donations from 
private individuals and trusts to fund a fantastic 
community event* The fundraising goal this year is 
£7,000. So take a look at becoming a 'Friend 5 which 
is open to both individuals and small businesses or if 
you would like to sponsor the festival ask for details* 

Get in the party spirit and join in this fantastic event! 

More information at: www.deddingtonfestival.org.uk 

pictured: classical guitar by Joe Newman at the 2013 

Deddington Festival 

insert: one of the beautiful open gardens 




ARDBEG SPECIAL RELEASE TASTING 

20th June, 7-9pm, at SH Jones Wines, The Cellar Shop, 
Tramway Road, Banbury OX16 5TU 

Its here, our long awaited Ardbeg festival takes place on 
Friday, 20 June! 

Exceptional value for money, just £25 per person enables you 
to taste some wonderful malts including: Ardbeg 10 Year Old, 
Ardbeg Corryvreckan and Ardbeg Uigeadaif as well as a 
selection of Ardbegs other legendary malts. 

Don't delay, make sure of your ticket as this tasting is limited 
to 30 places. Buy online www.shjones.com., call 01295 
672296 or come in to SH Jones Wines stores. 
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Fronted by Channel! 4 Racing's Emma Spencer 


Ladies 

Friday 4th J 


Warwick 


A jock ey C Eub R ace c n u rse 


Join us for seven races and a 
day of glamour at one of the 
oldest racecourses in 
the country 


1707 Restaurant 
available from 
£60 per person 


♦ Best Dressed and Best Hat competitions 
Shopping Village 

♦ Ardencote Spa Bar with mini treatments 
Fashion Shows 

Outdoor cocktail bars 

♦ Live music courtesy of Andrew James 


Back by popular demand for 2014: 

Warwick Racecourses ‘Ladies Who Lunch’ package 

Price: £75 inc VAT Includes Admission plus... 

Champagne Reception (kindly sponsored by Ardencote Manor & Spa) • 2 course Ladies Buffet 
• Light afternoon tea * Racecard » Channel 4 Racing’s Emma Spencer as celebrity host* 

with exclusive tipping workshop and introduction on arrival * 

* Live background music * Table for the Day » Prime seats for the fashion show • 

* Exclusive access to the shopping village before it opens to the public * 


Book online today at.. 

warwickracecourse.co.uk 

Ticket Hotline 08445 793013 
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CORNBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


4th - 7th July at the Great Tew Estate near Chipping Norton 


Following on from such a memorable 
tenth anniversary year, the Cornbury 
Music Festival is promising another 
summer of amazing live performances at 
the stunning Great Tew Estate, As one of 
England s most civilised gatherings, the 
Festival is the summer hotspot for 
catching great music while hanging out 
with the Chipping Norton Set[ 

Friday features Dublin duo Hudson 
* 

Taylor, perfect pop stars The Feeling, 
American troubadour Suzanne Vega, 

’Mr We tidal" creators Arrested 


And tbats nor nil. 


The Festival has booked a great line-up 
of comedy stars including Al Murray, 
Jeremy Hardy and Miles Jupp; and the 
brilliant Festival of Words hosted by Qi 
and Unbound, For younger festival goers 
there's the fantastic childrens zone with 
countless activitees along with an 
extensive fairground and giant Ferris 
wheel. And do At miss a visit to the 
Vintage mobile cinema which will be 
showing a mini short-film festival. 


Suzanne Vega 
Illinois rocker Lissie 
Georgie Fame 


main campsite, where you'll be woken 
gently by the church bells that have been 


Development, beautiful pop If you’ve not tried it before we ™“K ever >' Sunday since 1843 (don’t 

diva Sophie Ellis-Bextor, and national recommend Clamping in an upmarket worr >'- the >' doo t c ># or lon S ! >- 


treasure Jools Holland with special 
guests Melanie C and Marc Almond, 


tipi, yurt, podpad or bell tent. This year 
the organisers have added a new area 


For mare information including 
timetables for festival bus services to the 


Saturday includes festival favourite Jon around Great Tews beautiful St Michael site from Banbury and Charlbury 

Allen. American blues & All Angels Church, just ten minutes stations and tickets call 1)844 338 0000 

travellers Reverend Peyton’s Big Damn away from the hustle and bustle of the or visit cot nburymusicfestival.com 

Band, New Jersey s Southside johnny & 


the Asbury Jukes featuring Gary US 
Bonds, and chart topping Nina Nesbitt. 
The American invasion continues with 
Illinois rocker Lissie and Grammy-Award 
winning country new-girl Kacey 
Musgraves. Other artists include 60s 
icon Georgie Fame with Guy Barker’s 16 
piece big band, pop-hit makers Scouting 
for Girls, and Scottish rock legends 
Simple Minds, 

Come Sunday, the festival goes pop with 
performances from X Factor 2013 
winner Sam Bailey and finalist Luke 

t/ 

Friend, and an eclectic cocktail of 
Caribbean flavoured Kid Creole &: The 
Coconuts, 70s hit-makers lOcc and the 
Japanese Jeff Beck “Kill Bill' theme tune 
writer Tomoyasu Hotel, Closing the 
festival on the Songbird Stage is Celtic 
fusion band Peatbog Faeries, and on the 
main stage the legendary Gipsy Kings 
winner of this year’s Grammy for Best 
World Music Album. 



o counts 
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* Helicopter Rides * Dr Busker • Fun Fair • 

* Car Crushing * Steam Engines * Foden Society * 

* Falconry Show * Sheep Shearing * Dog Display * 

* Arts and Crafts * Climbing Wall • 

* Live Entertainment all day & much, much more 
CAMPING AVAILABLE AND FREE PARKING 


Tel: 01295 320100 * www.banburyrally.eom 














































LONG CASE CLOCKS 

The Victorian song ‘My grandfather's clock was too tall for 
the shelf, so it stood 90 years on the floor was written in 
1876 and is responsible for the popular name of 
grandfather clock' being applied to clocks which are more 
properly called long case clocks. The song was written by 
Henry Clay Work in 1876 and is popularly supposed to have 
been inspired by a long case clock in the George Hotel, 
Piercebridge, North Yorkshire, which stopped on the death 
of its owner. 

left to right: a late 
George III mahogany 
Irish long case clock, a 
long case clock in dark 

oak and a JO hour 
long case , the brass dial 
with Rowan numerals 
surrounded by scrolling 
gilt metal foliate 
decoration 

Long case clocks 
were made in 
England from the 
1660s. Their peculiar 
construction resulted 
from the introduction of the long pendulum. This 
pendulum, which was adjustable by means of the "bob’, 
enabled timekeeping to be more accurate. Now clocks were 
provided with a case which enclosed the pendulum and the 
weights and stood on a plinth base. The movement of the 
clock was contained in a hood and the dial was visible 
through a glass door. The prevailing furniture styles of the 
day would influence the design of the dock case, and the use 
of exotic woods and expensive ornaments would match the 
quality of the dock movements by the best London makers. 

Oak was the favourite wood for provincial clock makers. In 
1698 an Act of Parliament required every clock dial to be 
signed with the maker’s 'name and place of abode'. This law 
enables us to date clocks from the records of the Clockmakers 
Company. The early dials were of latten (a sort of brass), and 
some of this period had a silvered hour ring. In the 1740s 
some dials w r ere beginning to be made of enamelled copper. 

By the 1790s painted iron and w r ood dials were being used for 
enamelling rustic scenes or sprays of flowers. 

These dials were often made with apertures giving the day 
of the month, which was useful information at a time when 
newspapers were not found in every home. Similarly, moon 
dials provided an indication of the phases of the moon, to 
aid anyone thinking of making a night - time journey when 
the streets were unlit. Country roads would be totally dark 
unless a full moon was shining. 

In 1803 Sheraton wrote that long case clocks were ‘almost 
obsolete in fashionable London’, but country craftsmen 
continued to make them in the sort of Georgian designs seen 
here. In the 19th century the increasing sophistication of 
houses meant that people required smaller clocks for 
individual rooms. Here the French Clockmakers met the 
demand with many successful inventions and when Napoleon 
required that officers should have special travelling clocks, the 
Paris Clockmaker A-L Breguet provided timepieces with small 
brass and glass cases w r ith handles. It was from these that the 
clock w r ith all glass sides developed. 
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JS FINE ART 

Auctioneers & Valuers 



■ A rarePatek Phillipe solar powered quartz desk clock 
hammer price £ S f 400 

Specialist Auctions of Fine Art & Antiques 
Arms, Armour & Medals. 
Valuations for probate and insurance. 



IBRACKLEY 

ANTIQUE CELLAR 



30,000 sqft of great 
Antiques and Collectables 


180 DEALERS 


VOTED BEST ANTIQUE CENTRE 


AWARDS 
201 a 

U/lkfMCDC 


• Lull disabled facilities 


80 SHOWCASES 


• Ample free parking • Tea rooms 

Drayman’s Walk. Brackley, Northants 
NN3 3 6BE (under Waitrose) 

Tel: 01280 841841 

www. brae kl eyantiquecellarco.uk 



Open 7 days a week 10am-5pm 



Find us dp. 

facehook 
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Georg Jensen 

FOREVER LINKED TO THE VERY HIGHEST QUALITY SILVERWARE 


The Danish silver company Georg Jensen 
was founded in 1904 and by the 1920s it 
had gained worldwide notoriety. 

The son of a blacksmith, born in 1866, 
Georg Jensen grew up in a poor family in 
the little industrial town of Raavad. north 
of Copenhagen. He always called it “a 
paradise on earth', fondly remembering its 
powerful oaks, towering beeches, and blue 
day which he used to sculpt human 
figures. As a boy, he was sent to work at a 
foundry to help support his parents and 
seven siblings. In 1904. he opened his own 
shop in Copenhagen and soon had 60 
people working for him. 

His designs were a success, but his business 
acumen was not so good as lie constantly 
needed to rely on new investors. In 1925. 
he left the company and moved to Paris to 
start a new workshop, but this venture was 
unsuccessful and he 
returned to 
Copenhagen. There, 
he rejoined the 
company as the 
artistic director 
where he continued 
to design for the 
company bearing his 
name until his death. 

The Georg Jensen 
name has always 
been associated with 
the highest qua Iky 

silver, made using the most expensive 
techniques of production. Authentic Georg 
Jensen silver is also quite hard to find, for 
even in its heyday in the 1930s- 1950s the 
number of silversmiths employed varied 
between only about 200 and 250. Today, 
the firm employs only 12. At one rime, 
Jensen made 33 flatware patterns, 23 of 
which are no longer produced, and about 
1200 ho I Iowa re items such as bowls, 
candelabra, pitchers, tea sets, trays, vases, 
wine coolers, and covered fish platters. 

Like Georg Jensen jewellery, many 
hollowware pieces were embellished with 
semiprecious stones like amber, amethyst, 
garnet, lapis lazuli, malachite, opal, and 
quartz. 

Within a given flatware pattern such as the 
very popular “Acorn*, Jensen created as 
many as 272 separate pieces including 
serving pieces, fish knives and forks, ice 
cream spoons, and a fascinating array of 
other utensils and utility pieces. While 
Georg Jensen silver comes in distinct Art 
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Nouveau, Ait Deco, 
and Modern styles, 

Georg Jensen himself 
was a follower of the 
Art Nouveau 
movemenet, His 
signature motif, the 
cluster of grapes, is parr 
of his repertory of 
forms from nature 

which included berries, leaves, and fauna 
which he combined with lightly hammered 
plain surfaces. 

Over the years before 
his death in 1935, 

Jensen hired a series 
of talented designers 
who were allowed to 
go their own ways, 
rhe most noteworthy 
include Harald 
Nielsen (1892- 
1977}, the young 
brother of Jensens 
third wife Johanne 
Nielsen, Count 
Sigvard Bernadette 
(1907-2002), the 
second son of Gustav 
VI of Sweden who 
was known for his 
classic geometric 
shapes like cylinders, 
spheres, and 


streaming elements, and Henning Koppel 
(1918-1981), a radical modernist whose 
unadorned biomorphic designs have 
become icons of their time and are in great 
demand. As such, Jensen's greatest talent 
may have been his ability co hnd and 
nurture other talents. One of the most 
talented, original, and influential 
silversmiths of the 20th century, Georg 
Jensen silver designs live on today as one of 
rhe most highly sought examples of the arr 
of fine silver. 





VALUATIONS IN BROADWAY 
AND TETBURY 

Our specialists will be offering free verbal valuations on 
items that you may be considering seising at auction. 


VALUATIONS 

Jewellery. Silver. Paintings 
and Watercolours 
Wednesday June 11 
ICarn to 2pm 


Jewellery. Pictures 
and General Valuations 
Thursday 31 July 
10am to 2pm 


CONTACT 

01365 353640 
o xfo rd @b o n h ams. c o m 


VENUE 

Hay man Joyce Estate Agents 
23 High Street 
Broadway, WR12 7AA 


VENUE 

he Priory Inn 
London Road 
Tetbury, GL8 8JJ 



CRAIGIE AITCHISON CBE RA 

(British, 1926-2009) 

Dusty 

20 x 15 cm 

Sold for £16,000 


Bonhams 


bonhams.com/oxford 

Prices shown include buyer’s preriur. Details can be found at bonhars.cor 
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KEITH RICHARDS' DINO TO GO UNDER THE HAMMER 



Chris Routledge, Managing Partner at 
Coys, said: " L A Dino offered at no reserve is 
rare enough in itself and would make this a 
highly desirable and collectible item in its 
own right* but when one adds to this 
proven long-term ownership by rock and 
roll aristocracy the Keith Richards's car has 
to be the ultimate Dino and will surely 
give any car collector and rock enthusiast a 
grear bans racoon ! 

The sale will also feature a 1950 Ci si tali a 
Abarth 204 A Spyder, driven by the 
legendary Italian motorcycle and race car 
driver Tazio Nuvokri on at least two 
occasions in 1950. First, he raced it in the 
April 2nd Targa Florio, where he was 
sidelined by transmission failure, and then a 
week later in the April 10th Palermo Monte 
Pellegrino hill climb, where he brought it 
home first in the 1 lOGcc class. This was the 
final race of Nuvolari's overwhelmingly 
diverse and successful career. 

1 his car is one of four two sear Cisiralia 204 
A Spyder Cots as taken by Carlo Abarth * 
which were the basis of Abarth & Co. Sri. 
This car is Cisitaha chassis number 4 and is 
the last one built in Italy It was then 
assigned chassis number 8 by Abarth in the 
sequence of 204 A’s built and is the first 
Abarth, documented by the original 
Certificate of Origin retained by a museum 
in Italy. The car is estimated at 1,400*000 
to 1,800,000 euros. 


Also on sale is Tazio Nuvolarfs 1950 
Cisitalia Abarth 204 A Spyder 

1972 Ferrari Dino 246GT, lirst 

A owned by the Rolling Stones rock 
star Keith Richards, is to be sold at 
no reserve at Coys’ auction in 
Monaco on Friday 9th May. 

The Di no 246 is one of those rare 
examples that acquired the title of 
Collector's Car almost while still in 
production. It established itself rapidly as 
one of the must have' accessories of the 
1970s and gained a fairly star-studded list 
of owners. This example on offer at Coys' 
auction must represent one of the most 
starry as it was purchased new by the rock 


and roll legend Keith Richards in 
California in February 1972. 

Already a connoisseur of fine cars by the 
dme he took delivery of this car, Keith kept 
the Dino for fourteen years until 1986, and 
in this time he covered over 25,000 miles. 
He brought it to the UK in 1975 where it 
was registered to his address in Munro 
Terrace in Chelsea, London, and assigned 
the UK registration number CYL 157N., 

Accompanying the car is a letter from the 
Rolling Stones' manager Alan Dunn 
confirming Richards’ ownership and 
mileage up until April 1986. The car has 
since then spent an extended period in a 
prestigious Japanese collection. 
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VALUATIONS 



Sold £2800 


Sold £1600 



Sold £4200 



Sold £1000 


Sold £3000 


Sold £4000 





Thursdays 9.30am until 4.30pm 

Our experts offer free valuations every Thursday at our saleroom on items you are 
considering selling. No appointment is necessary unless a jewellery valuation is required. 
Next jewellery valuation day -12 June. Please call to book an appointment. 

Alternatively, you can email details and images of items to 
valuations@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 

Next sale of Antiques and Fine Art - Tuesday 8 July 

For full details of the lots illustrated please go to our website 


49 Parsons Street, Banbury, 0X16 5NB 
www.hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


Telephone: 01295 817777 
enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
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artweeks 


Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival was, once 
again, a major success. The event (in its 
32 nd year) gives art lovers the chance to 
view spectacular art, for free, in artists’ 
homes and studios in villages and in towns 
across the county. Here is a selection of just 



right: Ann Crawford works out of a studio 
in Culworth where she produces gorgeous 

lithographic prints 

below: Caroline Chappell p roduces s uper 
prints, curds and paintings from her studios 
in Middle ton Cheney near Banbury 


top: John Fades is pictured in The Albion 
Gallery in Chipping Norton 

above: the studios at Apple tree Lane near 
Crop re dy have always been a favourite 
with Four Shires. Kiwi artist Simon 
Allison (pictured) always produces work 
that is truly inspiring 

below: Dirk Pre tortus is pictured 
displaying his oil on canvas pieces in the 
old Town Hall in Deddington 


above: Cool Contours arts and 
crafts centre is based out near 
Chipping Warden. As well as 
providing a wonderful base for 
artists , the centre is a short term 
break venue providing a wide 
range of inspirational residential 
courses. Pictured are photographer 
Janine Kilroe and and owner ; 
Heather Banister 

left: artists Hazel Stag , Margot 
Filmcr and Liz Dixon at the 
Heseltine Gallery in Middleton 
Cheney, and Hazel Stagg with her 
sculpted anqel 


below: Denise Roberts and John Umney 
are pictured displaying their artwork at 
Hopcrofts Holt hotel , between Deddington 
and Kidlington. Denise has displayed her 
won de rful watercolo it rs p rev ion siy. Job n s 
photographs are a super blend of both 
conventional and digital work 


right and below: master craftsman Martin Damcn 
is a revelation, Martin crafts delicate spoons, bowls 
and sp readers from offcurs of wood. Whilst we 
were visiting, Martin crafted a simple, functional 
and spoon from a lump of alder before our very 

eyes. Working with 
murderously sharp 
utensils, his skill as 
-l a whittler ' cannot 

\ p be over exaggerated. 

More on Martin 
a future issue of the 
magazine 
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some of those who presented their 
work last month. 
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right: Kate Wilson was showing wonderful oils 
ar The Theatre\ Chipping Norton 

below: Kir sty Darnell ofKNR displaying her ornate 
jewellery at Chipping Norton Town Hall 


right: Selma Stagg 
with her jewellery 
ar Chipping Norton 
Town Hall 

right centre: Kate 
Coker with her 
jewellery at Chipping 
Norton Town Hall 

below right: Enid 
Ha gill with her 
Take a closer look * 
exhibition at Great 
Rollright 

below: Melissa 
Blundell with her 
jewellery at Great 
Rollright 


above: Judith Gussitt with her wonderful 
scarves in Chipping Norton Town Hall 

left: Liz Teall is a pottery maker who works 
out of Salford Mill near Chipping Norton - 
her work is very utilitarian 

below: David Blake mores evocative oil 
paintings were being shown at Great 
Rollright village hall 


above: Jill Collier with her 
paintings and sculpture at 
Great Rollright 
above right: Jonquil Sabin with 
her wood craftsmanship at 
Great Rollright 

right: Velma Ben field with her 
textiles at Great Rollright 

below right: Jan Wilkinson 
with her wonderful paintings in 
pastel and oils at Great Rollright 
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THE ARTY BIT 


5 ® 








Blue and Yellow Don't Make Green by Michael 
Wilcox, This book is invaluable as ir gives great 
insight into not only how we see colour* but how 
colours are represented in paint form and how to 
mix every colour you want, every single time from 
only a limited palette! Michael Wilcox also 
has more in depth hooks on ol&ur Harmony 
and Contrast and Glazing, 

Michael Wilcox is actually holding two 
seminars in Banbury on the 7th and 8th of this 
month. Colour and the Artist is being held on 
Saturday 7th June 2014 at the Wroxton House 
Hotel* Silver Street, Wroxton Sr, Mary. It runs 
from 10am to 4pm and costs £55,00, This 
includes refreshments and lunch. 

Sunday 8th June sees a seminar, 1 he Technique of 
Glazing: the methods of the old masters made 
available for today's artists' being held in The 
Millers Bar at the Mill Arts Centre* Splceball* 
Banbury, It runs from 10am to 4m and costs 
£48.00, This includes refreshments and lunch. 


To book either seminar go to: 
www. sc h oo lofcolou r. com/sem i n a rs 


Late last year I was commissioned to co-ill us t rate a 

jr 

child rens’ picture book being published solely in 
digital format (Kindle). It was an interesting 
challenge and process. I began by drawing it free 
hand, scanning it into the computer and then 
colouring it using a computer programme. My cask 
was to create the backgrounds that the two 
characters, Lulu and Bear went through on their 
adventures. The characters were drawn by the 
author Marie Stubbs, so my challenge was to fit 
them into my drawings. So "Lulu's New House' 
was born and is now available on Kindle. Fhere's 
talk of another book in the series this year too! 


I have also written my own art instruction book 
which is also available on Kindle, Simple Start: A 
beginner's guide to drawing and painting,' is 100 
pages of step-by-step art instruction and advice. It 
is based on my 17 years teaching and painting and 
all rhe methods I have been taught. 


This got me thinking about which books a serious 
artist should have in [heir arsenal and I have come 
up with a few titles that I wouldn't be without. All 
are available to order from your local bookshop or 
art shop: 


The Craftsmans Handbook by Cennino D'andrea 
Cennini and translated by Daniel V. Thompson, for is 
wonderful for learning all of rhe painting and drawing 
techniques as used by the artists of the Renaissance. 
Great for artists and those that enjoy art history. 


The Artists Handbook by Pip Seymour is the foible' 
for artists. It includes detailed information on art 
materials* as well as some recipes for artists. It gives 
greater understanding of pigment* paint and how to 
use them effectively 



BANBURY & DISTRICT 
ART SOCIETY 


WARWICKSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS 


Saturday 28th June - Sunday 13th July 

Amongst the 350 artists exhibiting at 
this year's Warwickshire Open 
Studios event are Penny Varley, 
Heather Bailey, Grenville Moore, 

Paul Hirchman and Liz Mann. Visit 
them at the 19th Century chapel 
located through the Richard Harvey 
Collection Home Interiors and 
Accessories shop and: step into a 
stunning exhibition of contemporary 
paintings, glass, textiles and ceramics. 


Thursday 3th June 

1 here will be a talk by Anthony 
Sltnn on "Art History: The Post 
Impressionists’ in Cafe Hazel in 
Hiller's Garden Centre, Banbury, 
7:30pm - 9:30pm. Visitors most 
welcome. £3 on rhe door to non- 
members. Parking Is available at the 
garden centre. The art society is open 
to professional artists, dabblers, and 
those that just appreciate arc. 


HILLIER GARDEN CENTRE 
BANBURY 


1 he Richard Harvey Collection is 

* 

based at 28 Church Street, Shipston 
on Stour, CV36 4AP. Call 01295 
680700 or visit the website at 
www. war w i ckshi reo pe nsmd io s. o re 


Sunday 8th June 

Hilher Carden Centre is holding a 
Watercolour Class on in their Cafe 
Hazel area. The theme is ‘Negative 
painting: Calla Lilies'. Spaces are 
limited so please call 01295 275150 
to book a place. The workshop is 
aimed at beginners and runs from 
10:30am-1pm and costs £10. 


THE ARTERY 

The Artery, Persons Street* 
Banbury has a free 45 
minute Art Demonstration on 
Saturday 7th June entitled 
'Mixing your own greens' 
at 1 } am. Regular weekday 
watercolour workshops 
including 'Kingfisher'* 
'Foxgloves', 'Sheep under an 
old tree'* 'Water! ily study' and 
'River at Sfratford upon-Avon* 
and in our acrylic classes 
'monochrome landscape' and 
'Cregennan Lake* N. Wales'. 
We also have a Saturday 
workshop on 21 st June on 
Lino Printing as well as new 
fortnightly drawing class 
starting on 4th June looking at 
shading techniques and which 
pencil to use. Call 01 295 
275150 to book your place or 
for more information or visit 
www.thearteryonline.co.uk to 
see all our workshops. 
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above: Last Judgement - Michaelangelo 


left: figure proportions 

above: facial measurements 
and body measurements 


artsurge 


FIGURE DRAWING: 

HOW TO GET THE 
PERFECT PROPORTIONS BY 
FOLLOWING A 500 YEAR 
OLD METHOD! 

Back in rhe Renaissance, art Isis were 
commissioned by churches 10 paint Frescos 
(murals) on their walls with educational and 
decorative biblical scenes. Hundreds of 
figures depicting important scriptures were 
created , not only in the churches of Italy 
but also in this country too. 

To enable the artist to be able to paint so 
many people, there had to be a simple way 
for them to create a figure in perfecr 
proportion time and time again. In his 
fresco entitled ' The Last Judgement' in the 
Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo painted well 
over 100! 

In '1 he Craftsmans Handbook' by Cennino 
D'andrea Cennini, (a student of the artist 
Giotto) he explains how the proportions 
were made. 


It all begins by drawing the 
face! Yes, every 
measurement for our body 
can be measured accurately 
from measurements taken 
from the face. Notice i say 
l face' and not ’head'. 

1 he way the Renaissance 
artist worked was by 
drawing rhe face (from the 
hair line to the chin, the 
top of rhe head was usually 
covered by hair or hats so 
could never be accurately 
found.) So they drew rhe 
face the size they wanted 
and split it into three equal 
sections. 

1 hese are then the two and 
only measurements needed 
to draw a whole body: a 
l face' and a 'section'. 

The propertiuns foHow like this: 

CHIN TO GROIN 

! From chin to the throat = 1 section 
From the throat to the chest = 1 face 
From the chest to the naval = 1 face 
From the naval to the groin = I face 

THE ARM 

1 From the shoulder ro the elbow = 1 face 
+■ 1 section 

From the elbow co rhe wrist = 1 face + 

1 section 

The length of the hand (fingers 
extended) = 1 face 

THE LEG 

The grain ro the knee (the thigh) = 2 faces 
From the knee to the ankle = 2 faces 
The ankle to the floor = 1 section 
7 The foot to the toes - 1 face 

Th is is the only and best way I have ever 
discovered for drawing the whole body. 

Many modern figure books are quire vague 
and explain that we are around 8 heads 
high' and that 'the elbow is roughly level 
with the hips 1 , but Cenninni's way gives 
accurate measurements for the arms and 
legs so that no matter what position the 
figure is in, the elbow will always be in rhe 
correct place. 

To give you an idea for scale and 
proportion, to draw a full upright figure the 
size of this page, the lace' can be no bigger 
than a fifty pence piece! Any bigger and you 
would run out of room for the feet! 
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UNIQUE FRENCH FASHION 
AT CAPTAIN TORTUE 

Captain Tortue is a unique French fashion company that sells 
beautifully designed women and children's clothes direct to 
customers in their own home. 

The collections are refreshingly different from the high 
street. Incredibly stylish with unique designer details„ they 
are sold by consultants who are women of all ages who love 
fashion, socialising and working from home. They range 
from mums with small children to career women who enjoy 
a creative outlet. 

Inviting mums round for coffee or showing the collections at 
a friend s house in the evening is the personal and social way 
Captain Tortue help their customers to find the right outfit 
for themselves and their children. 

Consultants join with no prior experience as the company 
provides free training. The initial investment is low and it is 
possible to earn a full or part-time income. Completely 
revamping your own wardrobe is a big perk. 

The company is Looking for more consultants to help it 
expand in all areas of the UK and Ireland. 

If you have a passion for fashion and a desire to help women 
and their kids look their best - find out more. 

PI ease call 01403 754040, visitwww.captaintortuegroup.com 
or email info.uk@captaintortuegroup.com 



Fall in LOVE wibh 

FASHION 


Change your lifestyle, start a career or enjoy 

a new hobby 

You get a gorgeous collection of clothes, great 
corn missions and it's lots of fun 

Build up a home based business 
from a party plan start 

Size 6 to 24- and age 2 to 16 


Con t a cf us for more t nform at to n 

www.captaintortusgroup.com 

info.uk@csptaintortuegroup.com 
Tel 01403 Z54040 


GAFTAlN TORTUE 



li 

» W , — 

X J I 

jrj 

n f y\ 

in ■ 



Hi 



L'F . ‘il ^ ©Mr \ 



BOOK LAUNCH 

Last month saw the 
launch of Not Only 1 he 
Good Boys by 
Deddington author Jo 
Fames. The launch, 
held at The Fishes Pub 
in Hinksey saw book 
clubs from Deddington 
and Abingdon discuss 
the book. 


Tbe book is centred around the D-Day invasion of 
German occupied France and the special weapons 
invented for the purpose. 

ISBN 978-1-907672-04-0, £9.99 
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ANITA'S CAMPING PODS 


Anitas is a friendly, family run campsite on the 
outskirts of the charming village of Mollington, on 
the border of Oxfordshire and Warwickshire. 

As well as lovely, well-cared for caravan and camping 
facilities, there are also two beautifully converted 
holiday cottages for those who want the experience of 
the campsite in the warmth of a beautiful holiday 
home. Brand new to Anita's are their fantastically fun 
camping pods - a big hit with the kids and ideal for 
getting close to nature without having to pitch a tent. 

Even more exciting is the addition of the “Arc' - the 
luxury alternative to camping. You can glamp in true 
comfort on the Arc's sofa bed, including fridge, 
microwave and heating: it's designed for ease and 
relaxation, so you can truly put your feet up and make 
the most of a weekend aw r ay. 

Situated on a small working farm, you’ll get to see the 
pedigree Suffolk sheep, which have tra\ r elled all over 
the country (picking up a few prizes on the 
way). You’ll also spot the farms pride and joy: Dargale 
Welsh Mountain ponies. Every year there are mares 
with their foals at foot which can be seen frolicking in 
the evenings... Pure joy! 

And if you decide to stroll through the gardens on the 
w r ay to the village, you may also see the Pekin Bantam 
chickens scratching amongst the flower beds - a real 
favourite with the children. 

So if you're after a tranquil country getaway to de-stress 
or just want to explore the local attractions, Anitas 
really is the answer. 

For more information visit: 
www. oxford shirecamping, co. uk 


ANITA S TOURING CARAVAN PARK 

THE YEWS 

MOLLINGTON 0X17 1AZ 
TEL: 01295 750 731 
MOB: 0796 6171 959 
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SHARLYN INTERIORS... 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Sharlyn Interiors is moving its business to appointment only 

After finding that, with todays busy life style, clients want 
more home visits or arranged time slots for selecting the fabrics 
for their furnishings, Lynne and Peter from Sharlyn Interiors 
have decided that appointment-only is the way forward for 
their business after 32 years of trading from a shop. 

The showroom in Bloxham can he 
open seven days a week daytime or 
evening to fit in with their clients 
busy schedules, or if preferred Lynne 
or Peter will bring the fabric 
swatches to you at your Lome. 

The showroom in Bloxham has 
been completely re-decorated with 
new sofas, chairs, lamps and 
paintings and there are thousands 
of fabrics from a vast library of 
pattern books. 

If you have a new project that you 
would like help with, please give 
Sharlyn Interiors a quick call or 
send an email - they look forward 
to hearing from you. 

Call Sharlyn Interiors on 01295 721666 or send an email to 
lynne@sharlyninteriors.co.uk 

For more information visit www.sharlyninteriors.co.uk 



sharlyninteriors 




Consultations 
by appointment 
01295 721 666 


Ideas and design 
Home consultations 





Relaxed and friendly welcome at our 
newly refurbished showroom 
By appointment 


Saddlers House, High Street, Bloxham 0X15 4LU 
www.sharlyninteriors.co.uk 
tynne@sharlyninteriors.co.uk 
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JS FINE ART,.. 

Local auctioneers with expanding international appeal\ 

Whilst JS Auctions never wish to lose their tl local 
auctioneer” appeal* they feel that vendors understand the 
need to reach the widest of markets in order to achieve the 
best prices for their antiques. 

JS Auctions have proved that they are keeping up with 
the times and over the past year have sold over 24*000 
lots, with nearly one third of the value of sales sold to 
international buyers. 

In light of the current increasing popularity for antiques* 
plans are in progress to extend the auction rooms and 
increase the international fine art auctions and Jive internet 
auction sales calendar. 

Over the next few months, JS Auctions will be extending 
into a newly refurbished 10,000 sq ft auction room area on 
the premises at Cotefield Farm, allowing easier access for 
viewing in person. We will also be increasing live internet 
auctions from five per year to ten per year. 

Consignments are currently being accepted for fine arts, 
arms and armour, contemporary designer furniture and 
artworks* jewellery and silverware. 

If you think you may have items of interest please call our 
specialists to arrange a free, no obligation appraisal and as 
always, we are open on Mondays and Tuesdays for 
consignments and valuations. 



JS FINE ART 

Auctioneers & Valuers 

FINE ART & ANTIQUES 
ARMS, ARMOUR & MEDALS 


& 


n 




Entries In vital 

For further enquiries please contact Sarah Lewis on 01295 
272488 or email saiahlewis@jsauctions.co.uk 

www.jsauctions.co.uk 

tel: G129S 272488 email: enquiries!^jsauctions.co.uk 


OXFORD ROj 
NBURY . OXFORD SHI 




Need some direction? 

Trust Ellacotts to provide you with a range of tailored 
services, knowledgeable expertise and strategic ideas to 
help you and your business thrive. 



^Ellacotts 

Ac&cuiiaiilai t* Rl - i csa AdviS-ir* 


I) r I n r r i r £ 3 o 1 v 1 1 o i -■ 


www.ellacotts.co.uk 
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PROTECTING THE 
FAMILY SILVER 

making and reviewing wills 

According to research, 
almost two thirds of 
people in England 
and Wales do not have 
a will and one in ten 
of those who do, have 
not cold anyone where 
it is. Your will allows 
you to decide what happens to your money, 
property and possessions after your death and 
can also ensure that no more inheritance tax 
is paid than necessary, 

Failing to plan could mean losses for families 
and lead to lost tax-saving opportunities. If 
there is no will and you are married, your 
spouse or civil partner may nor receive your 
entire estate when you die and if you are not 
married, your partner has no automatic right: 
to your estate, There is some good news - 
recentchanges to tax law have made it 
possible to claim unused inheritance 
tax allowances from the estate of a 
deceased former spouse or civil 
partner. If the deceased leaves their 
entire estate to the surviving spouse 
and none of their inheritance tax 
allowance is used, all of this can be claimed 
by the survivor. 


Should inheritance tax allowances increase 
between the first and second death, a larger 
allowance may be available against the assets 
inherited from the first deceased than would 
have been available at the date of their own 
death. This change enables couples to simplify 
their wills by not needing to create trusts, 
which can be costly, However there are 
situations where the creation of trusts will 
remain beneficial. 

If a will has used the inheritance tax allowance 
on the first death, either by way of a direct 
disposal or by using a discretionary trust, the 
beneficiaries of the first deceased would benefit 
from the funds tax-free without them being 
sub jeer to a potential claim from a local 


authority in the estate of the survivor. 

Providing for the next generation on the first 
death may be of more benefit than the value of 
preserving the inheritance tax allowance for 
use on the second death, particularly if the 
asset gifted is likely ro significantly increase in 
value. 

Providing for children from a former 
relationship on a first death relieves the need to 
rely on a new partner to make provision for 
them In their will. The children could lose 
their inheritance inadvertently if die new 
partner dies without having made a will or the 
will is invalidated where die survivor remarries 
which revokes their former will. Alternatively, 
leaving a life interest on the first death for the 
new partner would protect the childrens 
inheritance. 

You can write your own will although if you 
take professional advice you can make sure 
chat it is legally valid, that your wishes will 
be interpreted in the way you 
intend and be sure of taking 
advantage of tax planning options 
either during your lifetime or in 
your will. 

For more information contact 
Mo rag Matthews on 01295- 
250401 or email Mo rag at: 
m m atthe ws@ el lacotts. co. u k 





M 


SWANN 

/inancial consultancy 


ST. JAMES'S PLACE 

WEALTH .MANAGEMENT 


For investment & pension advice, talk to Swann Financial 


SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www. swan nti nanci al.co.uk 


Swann Financial Consultancy represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management pfc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solety on the Group's wealth management products and services, 

more details of which are set out on the Group's website www.sjp.co uk : pro ducts. 


JUNE 2014 ♦ FOUR SHIRES 33 










Four Shires * business 


ADDITIONAL HOMES 
APPROVED AT HEYFORD 


A former RAF base that has been approved 
for housing will incorporate an additional 
60 properties following a decision co 
further develop the site. 

At a meeting of Cherwell District 
Council's planning committee yesterday 
last month, councillors approved outline 
planning permission for up to 60 dwellings 
and public open space on land and 
buildings in Dow Street,. Upper Heyford. 

The base, which had previously been used 
by the RAF and USAF before ceasing 
operations in 1994, already has planning 
permission for R075 homes following a 
planning appeal in January 2010. 

Bob Dux bury Cherwells development 
control ream leader, said: "The RAF Upper 
Heyford base covers approximately 503 
hectares in total and this application refers 
to about 2.81 hectares within that in the 
‘domestic and residential section'. 

"1 his currently contains 1920 s red brick 
buildings and although the site is a 
designated conservation area, none of these 
buildings are listed and already have 
approval to be demolished. By granting 
permission for 60 new properties to be 


built in this locality we will help bring a 
redundant space back into use while 
working towards meeting Government 
housing targets," 

The application was submitted by 
developer Dorchester Estates which 
prev i o usly rece ive d perm i s s i o n fo r 1,075 
homes, associated works and facilities 
including employment uses, community 
uses, school, playing Reids and other 
physical and social infrastructure. 


As parr of a condition of its latest planning 
consent, 15 of the homes will be marketed 
as affordable to rent with another six 
available on a shared ownership basis. The 
Upper Heyford Base was designated a 
conservation area in 2006 due to the 
historic interest surrounding the use of the 
site during the Cold War. Hie designation 
also acknowledges the special architectural 
interest and as such, many of the heritage 
buildings will be retained on sire co ensure 
the Cold War landscape is preserved. 







Value delivered 




Delivering outstanding value for money is 
the hallmark of our service. We ensure that 
you get the most from our advice. 

Contact Whitley Stimpson for a FREE consultation. 

Banbury Office: +44 (0) 1295 270200 
High Wycombe Office: +44 (0) 1494 448122 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 


Whitley Stimpson 


PARTNERS IN YOUR PROGRESS 


www.whitleystlmpson.co.uk 
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REACHING AGREEMENT 
ON SEPARATION 

The Family Law system, in England and 
Wales went through much-publicised 
changes on 22 April 2014, the effects of 
which are now making themselves felt for 
separating couples. A key feature of those 
changes is the requirement for separating 
couples to try to resolve their problems 
without the need for court proceedings. 

When a couple separates* many aspeers of 
their relationship may require consideration 
and negotiation, nor the least of which is 
arrangements for any children they may 
have. In the past, the Court has made 
Residence and Contact Orders which, 
respectively said where a child was to live 
and how often that child was to see the 
parent they did not live wit hi 

From now on, the Court will make Child 
Arrangement Orders, intended ro put the 
focus squarely on the needs of the child 
and dealing with arrangements concerning 
"with whom a child is to live, spend time 
or otherwise have contact with any 
person". The Court will presume that, 
unless shown to the contrary, the 
involvement of a child's parents in his or 
her life will further their welfare. 
Additionally, the law now provides that 


11 before making a relevant family 
application* a person must attend a family 
mediation information and assessment 
meeting." 

Whilst it is not a new development for 
separating couples ro attempt mediation 
before attending court* the need for them 
to do so now in applications concerning 
children is significant. Parents will* even if 
they are no longer a couple, continue to be 
father and mother to their child and will 
also need, so far as possible, to find a way 
of communicating with one another for 
that child's benefit. 

Mediation is a tried and tested means of 
promoting communication between parties 
who, for whatever reason, have difficulties 
in communicating directly and agree to use 
the services of a trained, neutral third party 
to help them build a dialogue. Before 22 
April 2014, Residence and Contact Orders 
may have given the impression chat 
parents' rights were the main consideration, 
but the new system highlights that it is the 
child's welfare that is central. 

Although the principles of communication, 
collaboration and conciliation have always 
been at the hearr of Family Law, the 
recent changes in procedure will, it is to 
be hoped, improve the administration and 
experience of Family Law for all concerned, 



Before taking any steps with regard ro 
children on the breakdown of a 
relationship, ir is worth taking advice from 
a specialise Family Law solicitor. 

For more information on the contents of 
this article or any other aspect of Family 
Law, please contact either Patrick Mu lea re 
on 01295 204153 or Naheed Faj on 01295 
204154* or email enquiries@se-law.co.uk. 


^THE 2014 CHERWELL BUSINESS AWARD ^ 

There was a record number of applications for this year’s 
Cherwell Business Awards and the standard of nominations 
from across North Oxfordshire was exceptionally high. 

This is the third year that The Cherwell Business Awards has 
celebrated the success of the district's flourishing businesses. 

This year’s awards ceremony was held last month at Dovecote 
Barn near Banbury, Local nominated businesses were treated 
to a stunning drinks reception and sit-down dinner. 

These are just a few of the finalists and winners:- 

The NativeSmall Business Award 

Finalists: Oxford Fine Dining; Healthy Performance; 

Thames Security Management. 

Winner - Oxford Fine Dining 

The Spratt Endieott Established Business Award 
Finalists: Red Engineering; Nicholsons; Morleys of Bicester. 
Winner - Nicholsons 

The Cherwell District Council Charity dr Community Award 
Finalists: Auditory Verbal UK; Banbury & District 
Community Bus Project; Ace Training Consultancy' Ltd. 
Winner - Ace Training dr Consultancy Ltd 

The Activate Learning (Banbury dr Bicester College) Staff 
Training & Development Award 

Finalists: Clark Howes; Hawkins Group of Companies Ltd. 
Winner - Hawkins Group 

The Begbroke Science Park Innovation dr Creativity Award 
Finalists: Oxford Photovoltaic* Ltd; One Man Band; driverconnex. 
Winner - Oxford Photovoitaics Ltd 



Family Law Solutions 


We offer clear legal advice and 
real solutions 


“Excellent service with fantastic advice 
left me feeling very confident that everything 

was in hand ." 


Patrick Mu lea re Naheed Taj 

01295 204153 01295 204154 

p m u I ca re @se-1 a w. co. u k ntaj @se- law, co.uk 


spratt endieott 

1 SOLICITORS 

01295 204000 www.se-law.co.uk 
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The Banbury Therapy Centre 

'The Banbury Therapy Centre offers universal access to therapy, which we promote 
as a positive and life affirming part of generai health and weltbeing. We take care to 
make the environment welcoming, safe and energising. We champion autonomy, 
choice and respect for all who come through our doors, and we are proud of our 
therapists, any of whom we would wholeheartedly recommend to a loved one' 

These are our values and we aim to help anyone that contacts us find the right 

therapist to suit their needs. Initially we offer a free assessment to alt who wish to 

explore the possibility of psychological therapy. We have a variety of fully qualified 

and fully insured counsellors covering a wide range of modalities, all based in a 

beautiful Victorian building. Our centre is beautifully decorated with a warm and professional 

atmosphere. There is a comfortable, welcoming reception area staffed at all times by our professional 

and approachable receptionists. 





Our group and one to one rooms are available to hire by the hour. Our rates are competitive and we can 
negotiate a special rate for block bookings. As well as therapy rooms we have a variety of training & meeting 
rooms including a professional & fully equipped board room; with comfortable leather chairs, board table to seat 
up to twelve people, full AV capabilities, ideal for presentations, and free Wi-Fi access. 

The Banbury Therapy Centre also offers placements to students studying to be counsellors. We are committed to 
supporting our students to become ethical practitioners. Our students offer a low cost option to people who are 
not able to pay the full therapeutic fee. We also have a bursary fund which is available on application for those 
on low incomes. Please visit our website for further information: www.banburytherapycentre.com. Contact 
reception on 01295 231320, email: info@banburytherapycentre.com or visit us at 69 Oxford Road Banbury Oxon 
0X16 9AJ 


The Banbury Counselling Academy 

The BanburyTherapy Centre was established in 2009 with the vision of providing respectful, 
robust, life affirming coaching, counselling and psychological therapies for the community and 
a collegial atmosphere for the professionals who work here. 

The word 'We' is central to our philosophy. Our team is made up of individuals with different 
skills and strengths, and together we have created a truly innovative therapeutic community. 
Our service is confidential and professional without forgetting the human touch. We offer 
coaching, counselling and psychotherapy to those who wish to broaden and strengthen their 
personal horizons or who have an issue they wish to resolve. 



Counselling Skills Courses 


Last year we launched the Banbury Counselling Academy, offering a gold standard of Counselling Skills training. 
Counselling training develops student's awareness of their own processes which in turn allows them to truly 
support and listen to others. The skills that are developed on our courses can be applied to all professional 

contexts improving interpersonal relationships and team strengthening skills. Our courses 
are accredited by CPCAB and in September 2014 students can enrol on levels 2 and 3. Entry 
onto level 2 is via an application form and interview, for level 3 applicants we require a level 
2 pass from CPCAB or equivalent qualification. From September 2015 we will also offer Level 
4, the Diploma in Counselling. Our course structure is tried and tested and we limit our group 
size to 12 members which we deem to be the optimum learning size. Our tutors, Sue Lewis 
and Rachel Young are both qualified psychotherapists and experienced teachers. We are 
proud of the reputation for excellence that we are gathering and are very excited to be 
building our Academy level by level. Anyone interested in enrolling or finding out more 
should contact the Banbury Therapy Centre on 01295 231320 or visit our website 
www.banburytherapycentre.com, or the CPCAB website -www.cpcab.co.uk 




36 Four Shires * June 2014 







Four Shires * business 


WHO? 

Harry Tudor Rhodes 

THE BUSINESS 

Tudor Photography 

FIND THEM 

Beaumont Close, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire 0X16 1TG 

VISIT THE WEBSITE 

www.tudorphotography.co.uk 

CALL: 

01295 270681 


• When did the business start? 

1 left my position as Chief Photographer 
at the Banbury Guardian, to start as a sole 
trader, working from a small attic in 
North Ban Banbury. 

• Where is it based - has it always been 
based here? 

1 stayed in Banbury and have worked 
from several locations in the High Street, 
but now operate from a high-spec 
photographic studio in Beaumont Close, 
off Beaumont Road. 

• Marmite - yes or no? 

No! Ids only good for mending punctures 
in tyres... 

• What are the particular challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

Every man and his dog is now a 
professional photographer! Seriously, it s 


great that photography has become so 
much more accessible - but don’t make 
the mistake of thinking that an amateur 
can supply you with professional images 
to promote your product, services or 
special day memories. You could give me 
Concorde but l couldn't fly it like a 
trained pilot and photography is more 
chan having a good camera, Its about 
being creative and having an eye for a 
great picture. 

• Have yon made many mistakes as yon 
hane built up the business? 

I didn't get where f am today without 
making the odd mistake! Learn from the 
experience and move on. 

9 Do you employ people or do yon ‘0/1 ? 
[ have an excellent Studio Manager who 
cakes care of bookings, pricing and admin. 
I am also lucky enough to have great 
support from local freelances who help 
with photography, design and print. 

• Do you have a particular fondness for 
working within the Four Shires? 

Although I wasn’t born and bred in this 
area, I have lived and worked within the 
Shires for many years, I consider myself 
lucky to live in such a beautiful part of the 
country yet still be close to Birmingham 
and London. 

• Did you always want to work within 
your chosen profession? 

I always wanted to be a photographer 
from a very young age. At 16, I worked as 
a window dresser for a Men’s Outfitters 
but left within the year to attend a 
photography college in Birmingham. 


• What lessons have you learnt during 
your business career? 

A picture really does paint a thousand 
words.., I W 

• Is the customer always right? 

Apart from when they are wrong! 

• Describe a typical working day? 

No two days are ever the same and rhis 
profession often involves unsocial hours. I 
can be capturing products in the studio, 
covering a conference or photographing a 
funeral - it really is chat diverse. I always 
make sure I am ready for the off with 
batteries charged, lenses clean and ail 
equipment, including back-up cameras, in 
working order. 

• How do yon spend your spare time? 

My passion is old cars with the latest 
being a glamorous 1969 Mark 11 Jaguar' 
called Marilyn - available for wedding 
hire! I also enjoy horse-riding and 
shark-wrestling. 

• If you could have played sport for your 
country what would it be? 

Equestrian three day evenring. 

• What book are you reading at the 
moment and what is your favourite? 

I rarely read books, as 1 have difficulty 
reading long words! 

9 Favourite film... and music? 

The Black Shield of Falwortli a fifties B/W 
film starring Tony Curtis. Ir frightened me 
so much 1 haven’t watched anything since! 
My music choice would be classic rock and 
brass bands. 

9 Is there someone in 
business you would like to 
emulate - or someone nor 
necessarily involved in the 
business world? 

I've often been compared to 
Rick May all who I sometimes 
think copies me! 

9 Car or motorcycle? 

Motorcycles In m y youch. 
followed by cars. 1 was a 
founder member of the 
Honda Owners Club GB, 
owned an Isetta bubblecar 
before moving on to classic 
motors including Austin, 

Me rc e d e s, B MW and f ag ua r. 

• What are your hopes for 
the future for the company? 
That Tudor Photography will 
continue to offer a first class 
service to both business and 
individual clients with quality 
of finished product remaining 
our number one objective. 
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• When did the business start? 
September 2013- I wanted to create a 
business where people received a very 
personal service in health, wellness and 
beauty away from the high street and 
daily stresses. 


shaken out. Obstacles chat 
have come my way have made 
me grow stronger, I have 
learnt that you have to be out 
of your comfort zone to learn 
and in a strange way it s good 
to feel the fear. I always turn 
negatives into positives. 

• Is the customer always right? 
Absolutely. 

• Describe a typical working 
day? 

7am: Emails, Twitter, 

Facebook, 8.30am: Op ening 
up for die day. Each day can 
be different, from meetings 
and networking to training. I 
try to spend as much time at 
Red Barn Retreat as 1 can. 

• How do you spend your spare time? 

I love my time at home and appreciate 
everything I have. I relax at the end of the 
day by cooking a meal but I also love to 
eat out. My free time had always been 
spent watching my boys play sport. 


WHO? 

Lisa Lawes 

THE BUSINESS 

Red Barn Retreat 

FIND THEM 

Red Barn Retreat, FuKvell 
Road, Fulwell/Westbury, 
NN13 5JZ 

VISIT THE WEBSITE 

www.redbarnretreat.co.uk 

CALL: 

l 01280 702816 


provide a very unique personal service for 
individuals or small groups of friends 
wanting to spend time together. 

♦ Car or motorcycle? Car. 

• What are your hopes for the future for 
the company? 


# Where is it based - has it always been 
based here? 

We are based in between two villages 
which are surrounded by fields. Being in a 
rural location is where myself and all my 
therapists want to be. 

%■ Mar mite - yes or no? 

Yes - love it. 

© What are the particular challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

We are in a beautiful rural location, so we 
are building a steady clientele. Our biggest 
hurdle is that there is no passing trade. 

• Have you made many mistakes as you 
have built up the business? 

We've not made any mistakes, bur we 
have made changes from our original 
business plan. 

• Do you employ people or do you D/F? 
We have a selection of employed and 
part-time therapists who pay an hourly 
rate for the room, 

♦ Do you have a particular fondness for 
working within the Four Shires? 

Yes, it's a beautiful parr of the country. 

# Did you always want to work within 
your chosen profession? 

I have always loved the industry 1 work 
in. My other passion would have to have 
been a nurse - this comes back to the fact 
that I love helping others. 

• What lessons have you learnt during 
your business career? 

Wow, so much learnt! I have had 
moments where I have felt like a handbag 
turned upside down and everything 


• If you could have played sport for your 
country what would it be? 

Cycling - 1 often cycle to work, weather 
permitting. 

• What book are you reading at the 
moment and what is your favourite? 

My Left Boob, a very emotional read of 
Sally Farmiloe- 
Neville's journey 
through cancer, 

• Favourite 
film... and 
music? 

Django 

Unchained is my 
favourite him. 1 
love all music, 
from Northern 
Soul to everything 
today - especially 
Paloma Faith at 
the moment. 

• Is there 
someone in 
bus in ess you 
would like to 
emulate? 

I admire Dorothy 
Purdew (QBE, 
businesswoman 
and health spa 
owner) and the 
business she has 
created. I have my 
own goals and 
how I want people 
to perceive my 
business. I aim to 


To lead a very bappv team that help 
educate the importance of the valuable 
things we have and can enjoy in life. To 
offer pure, safe and beneficial treatments, 
to work with a passion and have a vision 
to give back and create a betrer future for 
generations to come. 


E D B A R N 

M t ' H t A I 


Relaxing and friendly health and beaut) salon 



W c look forward tn welcoming you to Red Ram Retreat 

You will enjoy an inspiring range of treatments and therapies 

Discover our beautiful retreat, surrounded by countryside tor your Jaih 

beauty essentials or pamper parties. 



To make an appointment please call 

01280 702816 

Red Barn Retreat, Fill well Road, Fulwell, 

West bury, KR13 5JZ 

^0 ^redbarnretreat www.iedbamrelreat.co.Lik p Re dEarnRe treat Therapy 
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BANBURY POSTICHE 


Banbury Postiche is the 
oldest established wig 
maker in the UK today and 
is proud to have been 
supplying hair loss 
solutions for 100 years now. 

Our custom made human 
hair wig service is simply 
the best that you can find. 
Each customer has a 
private consultation wi th a 
master wig maker and 
specialist wig hairdresser 


to ensure that the very 
best base, hair colour, 
texture and style are found 
for them. To Find out 
more visit the website: 
wigsuk-custom.com or call 
US on (01295) 757414 to 
speak to one of our 
specially trained consultants. 

We are very lucky to have 
our own designers and 
seamstresses and are very 
proud of our headwear 


range, all made here on site 
in Banbury. You can visit 
our showroom which is 
open 9:00am - 5:00pm 
Monday to Friday, lake a 
look at our website or call 
us to find out more. 

At Banbury Postiche we 
pride ourselves on our 
quality, service and value. 
All of our hair is 1 00% 
virgin European, hand 
prepared here on site and 




BANBURYPOSTiCHE 


TOTAL HAIR LOSS SOLUTIONS 


Before 


For the largest selection of Acrylic wigs and brands avail able 
in the UK today. Visit our showroom or make an appointment 
for a full consultation. Call 01295 757400, 


Our custom made headwear range ensures that you can 
have something to lit every occasion Choose from our own 
range, or talk to our specialist designer to find something 
that fits your requirements exactly. Call 01 295 757423, 


Don't let fine thinning hair give you a headache, 
come and talk to us about the latest innovation in 
hair loss solutions, a full integration that will 
ensure that hair loss is the last thing on your mind. 
Call 01295 757410* 


Alter 


As the oldest wig maker in the UK you can be sure of the 
ultimate in service end products. Choose from our state of the 
art base selection and benefit from the hair being hand 
prepared tie re in the UK by our specialist team to match your 
requirements. All of our consultations benefit from a Master 
Wia Maker and specialist hairdresser to ensure that your wig is 
truly outstanding, 


For More information or to make an 
appointment contact us on 01295 757423. 


ethically sourced from a 
long standing network of 
ethical suppliers. 

Whatever your hair loss 
problem you can be sure 
that Banbury Postiche will 
have a solution for you. 

We are always available via 
our website: wigsuk- 
custom.com or by calling 

us on (01295) 757414. 
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me Hybrid Bit which may authorise the construction of HS. is currently 
working its way through Parliament, "the first reading of the Bill was 
recently voted through with a significant majority and the second 


reading. Including hearing affected 

ft will be interesting to see what 
concessions HS2 are prepared 
to offer in return for withdrawing 
petitions and how sympathetic 
the Parliamentary Committee are 
to Petitioners' requests. I remain 
hopefuf that sensibly constructed 
requests for amendments to 
the sc heme will be looked on 
favourably by the Committee, 
resulting in an improved position 
for the Petitioner. 

April saw HJE2 announce an 
amended compensation 
package consisting of; 

Express Purchase - This is Statutory 
Blight by another name, which 
has been in place snce July 
of last year. Qualifying owner 
occupiers are able to force 
purchase of their property where 
they lie within the Safeguarded 
Area : this being 60 metres either 
side of the railway. In addition 
to the value of the property, 
a home loss payment and 
reasonable costs are paid to the 
successful applicant. HS2 have 
stated that the Safeguarded 
Area is to be revie wed in the 
nearfuture which may increase 
the number of parties qualifying 
for this scheme. 

Voluntary Purchase - Thisis one of 
the sc hemes that was consulted 
on last year and proposes that 
owner occupiers of properties 
outade of the E&feguarded Area, 
up to 120 metresfrom the railway, 
may demand purchase at the full 
un-blighted value. Mo home loss 
payment or moving costs would 
be paid. Alternatively, owners 
who wish to remain in their 
properties would be able to claim 
a payment of £30.000 to £100,000 
for the devaluation of their 
property. HS2 are to undertake 


parties' petitions, is now underway. 



Jonathan Perks 


a further consultation before this 
scheme comes into effect. 

Meed to Sell - This will replace the 
Exceptional Hardship Scheme, 
where owner occupiers can 
apply to have their properties 
purchase! if they a re phyacalty 
affected by the railway and are 
suffering an exceptional hardship 
which forces them to sell. Meed 
to Sell follows simitar lines but 
with the inclusion of reluctant 
landlords' being able to apply 
and the need to release capital 
for retirement being an accepted 
need to sell. Despite having 
been consulted on previously, 

HS2 require a further consultation 
before bringing the scheme into 
operation. 

Home Owner Payments - This 
appearsto be the Statutory 
Part 1 Claim payment, which is 
available to home owners a year 
after trains a re running, brought 
forward to be available at a 
much earlier date. Payments 


of £7,500 to £22.500 on a sliding 
scale are proposed for those 
living 120 to 300 metres from the 
railway in rural areas. Ibis 
scheme is subject to further 
consultation. 

Rent Back -It isproposed that 
qualifying home ownerswho 
have sold their properties to HS2 
will be able to rent the property 


fora short period at full market 
rent. 

FEdher German remain at the 
forefront of representing those 
affected by HS2 along the full 
routes of both Phase 1 and 2, 

Call Jonathan Perksat Banbury 
{01295 226262) fora no-obligation 
discusaon on HS2 matters, or email 
jonathan.perks@fishergenrian.co.uk 




#. _ 



your IOC ell team 


rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 


contact uson 

Banbury 01295 271555 

bartb irv@fishergerman.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 


Cl 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.flshergerman.co.uk 
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clockwise from fop: round convex mirror, Paid Costello Living at Dunnes Stores, £120 
www.dunnesstores.coml bulldog bottle opener ; M7.5Q at Wilkinsons: white candlestick, £8 
at Wilkinsons; Marie Therese dual mount black chandelier ; £39 at De ben hams; Eichholtz 
Columbia chair, £808 (just in case you're looking for a lottery win spend!) www.occa-home. 
co.uk; Betty Jackson Black set of three candles, £22 at Dehenhams; moustache door mat\ 
£19.95 www,dotcomgijishop.com; hammer shaped ceramic flower vase in black, white or red\ 
£14.98 www.www.thegiftoasis.com; white owl book ends, £24 www.marquisanddawe.co.uk 

_I_ 
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^ ^ 9ummer months 
improve market supply 5? 


easy outdoor lifestyles begin with some fun garden accessories: Amelia Bistro chairs and table ; £235 
from Dunnes Stores; welcoming garden sign, £3, large serving platter, £6, and pig watering can, £W, 
all from Saimbury’s Home; tulip solar light in red, £2, and cream lantern, £12, both Wilkinsons 


market comment 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fishergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 


Matthew Allen of Fisher German Estate Agents reviews recent 
market activity for people thinking of selling this year 


* New mortgage rules slowing 
transactions 

• North-South divide on house 
prices continues 

* Talk of interest rate rise in 
coming months 

• Viewings up 30% on 2013 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Moreton Morrell, Warwickshire 


■ 




A beautifully atuated 'mini-estate' 

4 reception rooms, 7 bedrooms 
Indoor swim min g pool complex 
2 charming cottages 
Gardens lake, paddocks c 36,68 acres 
Joint agent Knight Frank 
EPC rating F 


Guide price £2,750,000 


Warmington, Warwickshire 




Hornton stone barn with annexe 

* Fteception hall, dining room 

* Drawing room, family room/bed room 

* 4 further bedrooms 

* Detached annexe, parking area 

* Joint agent: Knight Frank 

* EPC rating D 

_ Guide price £700,000 











































































® FISHER 

GERMAN 


fishergerman.co.uk 


Great Bourton, Oxfordshire 




Lower Boddingtorr Northamptonshire 


Guide price £590.000 


Guide price £550.000 


Charming character period barn 

* Stting room, dining room 

* Kite hen/breakfast room 

* 4 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 

* Detached garage/ho me office 

* Attractive garden 

* EPC rating D 


Surprisingly spacious village home 

* Built 1780swith Victorian extensions 

* Drawing room, sitting room 

* Study; Lshaped conservatory 

* 5 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 

* Second study, garage 

* EPC rating E 


15 Offic eSselling acrossthe UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Overthorpe, Northamptonshire 




Superb newly built property 

* High specification, high quality build 

* Kitchen/dining room, sitting room 

* 4 bed rooms (2 en-suite) 

■ Double carport, countryside views 

* Edge of popular village 

* Awaiting EPC rating 

Guide price £595,000 


Cropredy, Oxfordshire 





Unique house in fabulous setting 

* Individual architect designed house 

* 4 bedrooms, living room, dining room 

■ Detached office /annexe 

* Walled garden, off-street parking 

* Planning permission to extend 

■ EPC rating F 

Guide price £540,000 






























































A HARD ACT TO FOLLOW 

harlecote Park, near Stratford-upon- 
Avon, has been home to die Lucy 
family since die 12th century and 
although it is now owned by the 
National I rust, expecting to attract 170,000 
visitors in 2014, it remains the home of Sir 
Edmund Fairfax-Lucy and his wife Lady 
Erica, who live in a wing of the mansion. 
Lucy family stories going back many 
generations are explained in the public areas 
of the house by guides who use the portraits 
and. artefacts collected around the world over 
the centuries. Visitors crossing the threshold 
discover how Mary Elizabeth Lucy perhaps 
the most interesting mistress of the house 


historically, spared no expense in furnishing 
it in Victorian times. 

Mary Elizabeth Lucy was an heiress from 
North Wales who reluctantly married 
George Lucy, a much older man, at the age 
of 20 in 1823. She arrived as a young bride 
with a sense of dread. 

However Charlecote Park became the centre 
of her long life and the hall was one of the 
most glamorous aristocratic country homes 
of the Victorian age during her era. Mary 
Elizabeth was proactive in the restoration of 
its historic garden which had been radically 
altered 70 years earlier by Capability Brown. 
Traces of the work she did on the garden 


remain, Lisa fop ham, the manager of the 
park and garden, is restoring both to their 
former glory. T he garden includes a formal 
parterre, colourful herbaceous planting, a 
woodland walk and the wider parkland 
inspired by 'Capability' Brown. 

The 250-acre deer park is undergoing a 
major tree plantation and regeneration. 
However, Lisa Tophams main task will be to 
look at the story of Mary Elizabeth Lucy’s 
restoration of her cherished garden. 

In the 1950s Alice Fairfax Lucy, who was 
then mistress of Charlecote, was chronicling 
the history of the Lucy family when she came 
across five black notebooks written by Mary 
Elizabeth Lucy when she was in her 80s. 

Alice found them so interesting that she 
prepared them for publication. I he memoirs 
reveal a character of great strength and 
determination and they are widely read 
today. The book. Mistress of Charlecote - 
Memoirs of Mary Elizabeth Lucy describes 
how her life turned out to be one of great 
fulfilment. She grew to love her husband 
deeply but he died early and she was a widow 
for the remaining 40 years of her life, Mary 
Elizabeth's country home, its park and 
gardens, and her children, brought lasting 
joy even though her contentment was 
marred by the tragedy of losing several of her 
eight children. Only rhree of the eight 
survived her. 
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heights, colours and shades. Further along 
there is the cedar lawn with its magnificent 
cedar and Lebanon trees which form an 
imposing part of die garden just in front of 
the orangery restaurant. 

The parterre with its box hedging contains a 
mixture of spring and summer plants which 
are changed completely annually. In the 
spring display this year diere is a large 
variety of polyanthus, Beilis and 
Ornamental Kale. All rhis is under planted 
with 3000 tulip bulbs. 

Fhe green court which, designed in 2000 by 
Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy is a formal topiary 
garden with a mixture of different shapes of 
box hedging and yew hedging along with 
fruit trees, such as apple, damson, cherries 
and apricots along the walls and wisteria. 
Cyclamen nestles underneath the trees to 
enhance the colour. 

The tea garden is now a cut flower and herb 
garden to tie in with the Victorian kitchen. 

In Mary Elizabeth's rime there would have 
been many rare, recently discovered (in 19th 
century terms) and unusual plants in the 
garden rliat may have been hard to find 
anywhere else in the country. She’s a 
hard-act to follow, but the will be a plant 
collection at Chari cote chat will be very 
unusual, like in her day. 


High-spirited, discerning and free from 
prudish ness, unlike most of her Victorian 
contemporaries, Mary Elizabeth Lucy drew 
pen-portraits of the people she met, 
including Queen Victoria and Sir Walter 
Scott, and her memoirs are an authentic view 
of fashionable 19th-century society, 

Lisa Topham says: "When I cook over as 
park and garden manager here five years ago, 
we certainly didn’t have displays chat visitors 
would go out of their way to see, or a place 
thar would be considered as one of the 
National Ernsts destination gardens. 

Ll The six-acres, which surround the house, 
were very under-developed. We had always 
had die parterre, with its formal display, but 
it was only planted for five months of the 
year. The croquet border had a very limited 
season of colour, and a long, uninspiring 
border, only half of which was planted. The 
once magnificent woodland garden, which 
had been the pride and joy of Mary 
Elizabeth, was dark and overgrown to 
complete the unsatisfactory situation." 

The gardens will now flovver from mid-April 
until November and is to be considered as an 
authentic National Trust destination garden. 
Ac the moment there is the formal garden 
and parterre and, moving away from the 
house, becomes more informal cowards the 
Woodland Garden. 

Paul Smith. Charlecotes senior gardener, 
leads a small ream of staff gardeners and 
manages a team of volunteers. Paul is a 
Warwick man, much influenced in 
childhood by his grandfather, who owned a 
green grocers shop in the town, growing his 
own fruit and vegetables for che shop, on 
part of what is now the Hill Close Gardens. 

He studied Horticulture at Morton Morrell 
Agricultural College and towards the end of 
his course became an intern at Charlecote 
Park. He later joined the permanent staff and 
over a period of 15 years has risen through 
the ranks, 

Paul says: "By removing quite a few F of the 
paths we were able ro plant a variety of 
indigenous plants such as bluebells, 
snowdrops, hostas, ferns, fox-gloves, and 


i 


roses, as well as exotic woodland species from 
around the world which won’t be found 
anywhere else in the country. 1 ' 

Lisas team are bringing in rare and unusual 
species from countries such as Korea, 
Vietnam, Taiwan and other parts of the Far 
East. 1 hese include Ago ni tuna chiisanense, 
Cardiocrinum cordatum, Disporum sessile, 
Kirengeshoma palmate and Peltoboykinia 
watanebei. 1 hey are licensed for sale via Crug 
Farm in North Wales. Bleddyn and Sue 
Wynn-Jones of Crug Farm travel frequently 
on global expeditions bringing back unusual 
and exotic plants to the UK - all of which go 
through the necessary 12-month DEFRA 
quarantine period in a pen before being 
planted out, 

\ he rationale for the Charlecote woodland 
garden is to create something that will be of 
national interest to a large cross-section of 
the public as well as anchoring it to the 
Mary Elizabeth Lucy era, which of course is 
the key to the entire ethos of this National 
Trust property. 

To the side of the woodland is a long border 
in which has been extended for the flowering 
period, planting alliums, asters, delphiniums, 
lupins, heme rocal I is and many more. The 
long border is now flowering right from the 
spring through to mid-November. Visitors 
find dahlias, chrysanthemums, sweet peas, 
bananas, and. castor oil plants all thoughtfully 
planted to maximise the effect of different 
















BANBURY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM' ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


* 

HomePro 

-Infill ranee 




FENSA 

PROfll£22 




Registered Company 

f * 



Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 

























































p@U- Bourton 
Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILETS ■ baths ■ SINKS * U FINALS * SHOWERS ■ GULLIES * 
DRAINS ■ GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GLLLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 


Four Shires 4* homes & interiors 
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brighten your summer home, from top: Mi ho 
Bonsai Mini Deer Head, £2.5.50 , Coftuwiii/ 
Trading; butterfly & floral two tier cake stand, 
£15 from M&S; footed china mug, £5 ram 
Dunnes Stores at untnv.dnnnesstores,com; 
English Rose party buntings £12.95 
wunv.dotcomgifishop.com; Taking Tea recipe 
card box , £8 at Paperchase; deliciously 
decadent Botanical Gardens hedlinen, from 
£10, Sainsburys Home 


ABLISHED EQR OVER 50 YEARS 


FAST 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

Sky I CCTV BSC Fr.oviow. TV BSC ftgg-sat TV | MbW mom TV | OMritaifea i HO TV nislriwtlw 

Home Automation Video Distribution 

Freeview St FreesatTV 
Multi Room TV Distribution 

WIFI Boosting HDTV 

• TV, Radio and Satellite Aerials ‘^jgjtairV^ 


Extra points around the house 
Fast Emergency Repairs 

Control^ 


Free view 


Bpfctei, T -Liy'j 1’it 1 


Call us NOW for the 
latest SKY offers 


Telephone: 01295 250 206 
Freephone: 0500 36 46 46 


io% discount on all NEW INSTALLATIONS 
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ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 

Sales 

Chartered Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents Lettings and Management i Auctioneers 


Anker 



WROXTON £565,000 

A VERY WELL PRESENTED DETACHED HOUSE BEAUTIFULLY 
TUCKED AWAY IN AN ELEVATED PRIVATE POSITION WITH A 
RANGE Of USEFUL OUTBUILDINGS INCLUDING A LARGE STONE 
BARN SET WITHIN APPROXIMATELY A FIFTH OF AN ACRE OF LAND 

Hall | Sitting/dining room Oak framed conservatory Kitchen/ 
breakfast room | Utility room Cloakroom | Five bedrooms | 
Bathroom | Large stone barn | Workshop | Further barn 
Waited gardens to front, side and rear Energy rating E 



OXFORD ROAD £550,000 

A BEAUTIFUL SUBSTANTIAL PERIOD TOWNHOUSE WITH HUGE 
POTENTIAL AND SCOPE FOR MODERNiSATION 


Porch l Entrance Hall | Living room | Sitting room Dining room 
Kitchen/breakfast room Larder Utility room and walk-in store 
Cloakroom | Basement Mezzanine landing j Six bedrooms 
Bathroom First floor cloakroom | Garage and off road car 
parking Mature gardens to front and rear Energy rating G 



HANWELL £415,000 HETHE £395,000 


A DETACHED EDGE OF VILLAGE SPLIT LEVEL HOUSE 
BACKING ONTO MEADOW LAND AND ENJOYING VIEWS OVER 
THE COUNTRYSIDE 


A PICTURESQUE PERIOD CO I TAGE OF GREAT ANTIQUITY 
LOVELY LOCATION WITHIN THIS HIGHLY REGARDED AND 


Entrance hall | Kitchen/breakfast room | Living room/dining 
room ! Three bedrooms | Shower room/cloakroom Bathroom 
Garage and plenty of off road parking | Gardens Central 
heating Double glazing | Energy rating E | 


| Dining room Sitting room | Kitchen Three bedrooms 
Bathroom Courtyard garden Central heating Double glazing 
Energy rating D 


31-32 High Street Banbury I 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartne rs.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 











































ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 


Lettings 


Chartered Surveyors Valuers I Estate Agents ' Lettings and Management i Auctioneers 



CLIFTON 


SHENINGTON 



TWYFORD 


* £1950 PCM 

A RAPE OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE A DETACHED 
STONE BUILT BUNGALOW WITH A LOVELY TWO 
BEDROOMED ANNEXE IN THIS SOUGHT AFTER 
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGE 

Large hall j Sitting room | Large kltchen/dlnlng room 
Playroom/study | Conservatory | Master bedroom with 
en-suite shower room Three further bedrooms Family 
bathroom Large utility 

Annexe: Spacious sitting room Kitchen Conservatory 
Two bedrooms Wet room Extensive off road parking 
to front Large garden backing to lie Ids 

Unfurnished ■ Available end ol May 2014 


* £1250 PCM 

A WELL PRESENTED. SPACIOUS SEMI 

DETACHED FOUR BEDROOMED STONE HOUSE 

SITUATED IN A PEACEFUL BACKWATER OF THIS 
C HA R MING AN D H IGH LY SO U GHT AFT ER NORT H 
OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGE 

Entrance hall | Cloakroom | Kltchen/dinmg room | 
Sitting room wi h open fireplace and multifuel burning 
stove USIty room | Three double bedrooms with built 
in wardrobes - two with ensulte shower rooms One 
single bedroom | Family bathroom Integral garage 
and oH road parking Good sized rear garden 

Unfurnished - Available May 2014 


* £995 PCM 

A SPACIOUS THRE 
RACED TOWN HGL 
VILLAGE SOUTH O 


HOMED MIDDLE TER- 
I3E SITUATED IN A POPULAR 
F BANBURY. 


Hallway Lounge/Dinlng room Fitted Kitchen 
Cloakroo m Master bed room with en-s uite s hower 
room and dressing room Two further double 
bedrooms Fam i ly bathroom Gard ens to front and 
rear Off street parking 
Energy Rating C 


Unfurnished - Available 23rd May 2014 



JTV 


EQUIRED 
LETTING 


LandlqrdB - We are an established Letting Agency with over 50 years combined experience 
We currently require all typos at property in at! locations to add to our register. 
Services arc tailored to moot individual cliom requirements, Our fees am competitive. 



BOD1COTE 



DUNS TEW 



THE HAWTHORNS 


* £895 PCM 

A SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOMED SEMI DE¬ 
TACHED HOUSE SITUATED IN THIS DESIRABLE 
VILLAGE SOUTH OF BANBURY. 

Hallway Lounge | Fitted kitchen Double bedroom/ 
dining room Shower room | Two further double 
bedrooms Family bathroom Gardens to front and 
rear Garage and off street parking 
Energy rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £750 PCM 

A WELL PRESENTED TWO BEDROOMED PROP¬ 
ERTY SITUATED BETWEEN OXFORD AND THE 
MARKET TOWN OF BANBURY 

Hallway | Lounge Fitted kitchen | Cloakroom | Two 
bedrooms | Bathroom Gardens j Ola street parking 
Energy rating C 


Unfurnished - Coming Soon 


* £750 PCM 

A SPACIOUS TWO BEDROOMED TOP FLOOR 
FLAT LOCATED TO THE SOUTH OF BANBURY 
WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY OF T HE HORTON 
HOSPITAL AND SAINSBURYS SUPERMARKET 

Entrance Hall | Kitchen/dining room Lounge | Double 
bedroom Spacious single bedroom Good sized 
bathroom Over 55s only Rental price includes gas. 
electricity and water 
Energy Rating C 

Unfurnished * Available Immediately 


THE PROFESSIONAL LETTING AGENTS... TALK TO US FIRST 


31-32 High Street Banbury 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 












































Peter Jo n es disco vers 
the hidden secrets 
of Stratford, tracks 
down the birthplace 
of the Teletup hies, 
and visits a long-time 
fa vo u rite landma rk ... 
a particularly nice 
pub . Welly what else 
would we expect?! 


WALKS 
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ess than 45 minutes from Banbury 
Cross is Stratford upon Avon, one of 
the world's top tourist destinations. 
The reason why is well known... 

This month we go to Stratford to look 
for the bits the tourists miss... 

Stratford's hidden secrets. 

And what secrets we find... disused 
railway tracks, a community pub, the 
home of half this country's street signs, 
a couple of gardens, the birthplace of 
the Teletttbhtes bicycles and 
Warwickshire bananas! As usual we are 
walking (not all the way of course). 

Between Stratford and Long Marston to 
the south west is "The Green way, part of 
the National Cycle Network, This five mile 
section follows a disused railway line and is 
a high quality', surfaced path suitable for 
cyclists, walkers and horse riders. 

We join it about two and a half miles 
outside Stratford at Milcote where there is 
a free car park. From here we head east 
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towards Stratford. This is all very flat and 
makes for easy walking. It is not long 
before we reach the point where the river 
Stour joins the Avon, 

As we cross the Avon over the magnificent 
but somewhat tired Stannais Bridge we 
meet a lady whose 94 year old father was a 
former signalman with the Great Western 
Railway. She gives us some terrific 
background information on the railway. 

1 thought we were walking the route of an 
old branch line, but I w r as wrong, we were 
in fact on the old main line from 
Birmingham to Cornwall, One of the 
regular trains on this line was l The 
Cornish man'. It would leave Birmingham 
Snow Hill at 9.50 in the morning arriving 
in Penzance at 17.55. 

Even the short section we were walking 
had three stations oil it, one at our start 
point in Milcote, one alongside Stratford 
Racecourse (we walk right alongside the 
race track) and one at the far end, where 


there are two carriages that are now used 
as a cafe and cycle hire depot. 

As we reach the town we make a slight 
diversion to the cemetery in the Evesham 
Road. We often refer in these w r alks to the 
war graves we come across, and the 
cemetery at Stratford has a very special 
group. There are 97 of them, all Canadian 
Airman who were stationed at nearby 
Welles bourne Airfield. They lost their 
lives there whilst training to fly the 
mighty Wellington bombers. 

There is a memorial unveiled in 1949 by 
the Canadian High Commissioner in 
recognition of their sacrifice. The maples 
that surround the garden came from 
Canada, a gift from the Ontario 
Horticultural Association. We also come 
across the grave of novelist Marie Corelli, 
who we will bump into a little later, and a 
tablet to Edward Fordham Flower who 
started Stratford Brewery Flowers many 
years ago. 












After this very sobering experience we 
walked a short distance to the ‘Old Town' 
area of Stratford, where we find a great 
pub. The New Buds Head. Here we enjoy 
a cup of coffee, it is after all, only 
10.30am. I his traditional community pub 
also boasts an in-house shop which opens 
every morning from 8am for newspapers, 
bread and groceries. 

Landlord Roger Hatch has produced a 
great booklet with a brief history of the 
Old Town that makes my job very easy, 
though the pub is well worth visiting for 
the tremendous number of pictures of both 
the Old Town itself, the railway and l o!d 
and new'. 

In college lane is the modern College Mews 
development. 1 his occupies rhe site of the 
old Royal Lable Factory. Iris hard to believe 
but it was here that over 50% of all the road 
signs, street names and place names used in 
this country were made. In those days they 
were made of cast aluminium - many of 
them are still to be found, look at the back 
and you will see a yellow diamond with 
RLF on it... made in Stratford! 


At one time rhe re were over 40 shops and 
businesses in the Old Town; all that is left 
these days are a laundrette, a stonemasons 
and some very expensive cottages. 

Right. now it was time for a drink and 
many of the town centre pubs have hidden 
gardens at the back. 1 he one we chose was 
at the rear of a five star hotel where three 
beers cost a fortune and three walkers in 
walking boots felt a little out of place. 

Now it's off to l the birthplace', not the one 
the tourists usually go ro, hut to the one 
where the Teletubbies were born! 

Rag Doll Productions were based here in 
Church Street and up unril a few years ago 
had a shop. E’hese days the building is 
home to an opticians. However, if you look 
up at the cop windows Rosie and Jim 
waving a very sad good bye! 

The Teletubbies were filmed at a secret 
location outside of Stratford... keep it ro 
yourselves - but it was the Welcombe Hills! 


Time for lunch. This makes a difficult 
choice as there are so many places to 
choose from. We are in Sheep Street, l The 
Eating Heart of Stratford! '" We settle on 
long-time favourite, 1 he Vinter, where we 
enjoy our usual bottle of red and a steak 
sandwich to set us up for the afternoon. 


Over the river we head off in search of 
bananas. Not any old bananas but a 
Warwickshire one grown here on the banks 
of the Avon. 


Stratford Butterfly Farm opened in the mid 
eighties and has become a pp"— 
popular destination for 
both children and adults 
with butterflies from all 
over rhe world of all 
colours and sizes. 


1 he climate in the 
butterfly house is that of 
a tropical rainforest. It is 
a lush landscape of 
tropical blossom and 
banana trees that 
regularly produce fruit. 
Our plans to sample 
them were dashed 
however, when we learnt 


Next stop was The Chandlery down bv the 
river. Not initially to look at boats but to 
look at bicycles, Stratford is the home ro 
Pash leys Cycles, England's longest 
established bicycle manufacturer. These are 
the ‘Rolls Royce' of traditional cycles and 
not only does r | he Chandlery stock the full 
range, you can also hire one to 
explore Stratford on. 1’hey also 
hire out the Moulton folding 
bikes - also made by Pashleys. 


I mentioned Maria Corelli a little 
earlier. She was a bit of an 
eccentric. She would boat on the 
Avon in a gondola that she had 
bought over from Venice. This 
Gondola, the world's oldest, is 
now owned by 1 he Chandlery 
and is available for hire! 


As we have crossed the river over 
ro the south side we pause to look 
at the memorial ro the four local fireman 
that lost their lives in recent years. 


that only the day before a full bunch had 
been systematically picked and eaten by a 
visiting family who had assumed they were 
included in the ticket price! 

Time now ro return to the car. We have 
several choices, bus, taxi, or a lift off a 
passing boar. However, us Banbury Boys 
are tough and we picked up the footpath 
on the south bank which gave great views 
of the theatre and holy trinity church. This 
great riverside path rejoins our original 
track at Stannals Bridge and before long we 
are back at the car. 

Ellis has been a great day out with lots of 
surprises, free car parking, some really nice 
people, (especially the lady at the butterfly 
farm and the waitress in The Vinter). The 
one thing we didn't find was the chap from 
Stratford who has written a few plays; he 
must be really well hidden. 
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The 15th of June is the date this year to pay tribute to your delightful Dads, 
You know the guy - he's the one that comes in late after a hard days work, 
mows the lawn, pays the bills, compliments your mum, encourages you to 
follow your dreams, and still manages to look cheerful slaving over a hot 
barbeque when the weekend comes around! 

We think he deserves some recognition by way of a great gift to mark his day 
and weVe put together a few ideas, from consumable heaven in the form of 
some very special whiskies, to smart and sophisticated selections of goodies, 
through to the quirky and slightly ridiculous home toys that w T ill, if nothing 
else, make him laugh. 

Choose from the great ideas on these pages, or use them for inspiration and 
put a smile on your Dad's face this Father^ Day, 



left: choose from two of the most delicious whiskies - the Macallan Gold with notes of vanilla 
followed by dark chocolate, with lingering floral and light oak, or a classic 10 Year Old 
Laphroaig with a bold smoky taste followed by a hint of seaweed and a surprising sweetness, 
both available from supermarkets from around£35l team them up with these smart glasses 
from Qcca Home, £32 for a set of two from www.occa-home.co.uk 

above: Das Horn goblet, £24.95 and hamster juggling balls, £12.95 , bo th fro m Red5 www. 
red5wo.uk; Home Run Baseball oven milt, £7.99 online at www.thegiftoasis.com; campervan 
toaster, £34.95 online at www. th egifto as is* c 1 o m ; Pitlpo Stubborn Goat book end] £35 from 
Qcca Home; Dads Taxi mug from Debenhams 
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flower 


inset from top: Tahiti 
Flower Bulldog hair 
accessory from 
Accessorize, £7; peachy 
floral dipped hem dress, 
£55 from Wallis; flower 
clutch hag, £35 from 
Accesso rize; b la rredflo ral 
swimsuit £26, M&Co; 
pretty floral watch , £20, 
Floozie and fr as french at 
Deb en hams; figure- 
ski m m ing dress fro m 
Wallis, £38; high summer 
shoes from Mat a lan, £20; 
Flora Fit Flop in bright 
orange, £70 


It’s the perfect time of 
year to adorn yourself in 
the wonderful floral 
fabrics that are in high 
fashion this season. Out 
on the high street the 
choice is almost limitless 
and it's refreshing to find, 
there are fashions this 
year that are affordable, 
yet retain the fresh style 
of designer brands. We've 
found the perfect peachy 
combination to liven up 
your wardrobe and make 
you feel coordinated... 
for less! 


main image: maxi dress 
from Wallis, £55 
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Skin* hair care and UVprotection go 
together like summer, beaches mid fun. 

HAIR PREPARATION 


A hat with at least a 2 to 3 inch brim all 
around is ideal because it protects areas 
that are often exposed to intense sun, such 
as the ears, eyes, forehead, nose, hair and 
scalp. A dark, non-reHective underside ro 
the brim can also help lower the amount of 
UV rays reaching the face from reflective 
surfaces such as water. 


swimming 


Seawater or pool water can be pretty hard 
on hair. After a swim in the ocean, salt 
crystals may form in your hair and increase 
the damage to your hair. The crystals work 
like tiny burning glasses, which bundle and focus the sun's rays. 
Likewise swimming pool chemicals cause damage to the hair 
and discolouration so whenever possible you should rinse your 
hair under a fresh water shower after vou swim, 

AFTER SUNBATHING 


After a long day in the sun or at the beach, you should gently 
care for your hair in the shower. Special after-sun shampoos and 
conditioners are particularly gentle and provide moisture for 
your hair after a long sunny day outdoors. They also contain 
natural oils for even more supple and shiny hair. 

UV RAY PROTECTION 


You don’t have to avoid the sun completely, and it would be 
unwise to stay inside if it would keep you from being active, 
because phy si cal activity is important for good health. While 
too much sunlight can be harmful, there are some steps you can 
take to limit your exposure ro UV rays. 

Some people think about sun protection only when they spend 
a day at the lake, beach, or pool. But sun exposure adds up day 
after day, and it happens every time you are in the sun, 

Simply staying in the shade is one of the best ways to limit 
your UV exposure. If you are going to be in the sun, “Slip! 
Slop! Slap!® and Wrap” is a catch phrase that can help you 
remember some of the key steps you can take to protect 
yourself from UV raysr 

Slip on a shirt. 

Slop on sunscreen. 

Slap on a hat. 

Wrap on sunglasses to protect the eyes and skin around them . 
Seek shade, especially between the hours of 10am and 4pm. 


While hair does not get 
sunburned, it is still 
damaged by the sun, wind, 
salt water or chlorinated 
pool water. Exposure 
disturbs the otherwise 
smooth cuticle layer of the 
hair, the hair gets dryer, 
rougher and more brittle ro 
the point of appearing 
straw-like. Simply use UV guards in the 
form of shampoos rinses masks or 
hairsprays and your hair will be as splendid 
as summer’s glory. 


HATS 


Horn 


RUJRRD UJIRniRG % 
CREATIUE HRIR STyilRG 


V SPECIALIST 
LUEDDIAG HRIR DESIGnER 

FULL mflClEOUER 


home from home 

hair salon A 
V / 

f 

free parking 


^ ‘ 


The Holcombe Studio 
High Street, Deddtngfon 0HI5 OSL 
Call Julia Ldiltiams on D1669 226522 
polhadotsuh@ymail.com 
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WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN 
WON'T COST THE EARTH 



At the Garden Lover's Garden Centre 




• Conifers • Roses • Trees • 

• Shrubs • Herbaceous Plan fe 

* Compost * Peat Grow Bags • 

• Garden Sundries • 

Open Bank Holiday Mondays 

Open six days a week: 

Tue - Sat 9am - 530pm 
Sundays 1030am -430pm 

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 



on A432 Southam 
Road, Nr Farnborough, 
Banbury,0X17 TEL 

Tel: (01295) 690479 



Indian mi nr, Jeff Moore’s favourite., isn't really a mine at all, 
it’s classified as Satureia douglasii and ail true mints belong to 
the me nth us classification. 


Why is this strange, one might ask? 

Well, the answer is that Jeff holds the national collection of 
potted mints in Adderbury near Banbury and our of the 
hundreds that hr the menthol classification it is the Indian 
Mint that he likes best! 


Jeff has lived in Adder bury for the past 40 years and has learned 
how to deal with the spacious garden he acquired, and has a 
collection of nearly 200 potted mints that are meticulously 
cared for. 'These include the wonderfully named: ‘Betty's 
Slovakian', Creeping Penny Royal , 'Cornish Crinkle', Murray 
Mine ham' and the less glamourously named L Nepatoides\ 

He al so worked at the horticultural company Balt Colegrave 
- and this helped foster his knowledge of plants. 

tL I have a good contact near C las ton bury, Ire's a horticulturalist 
who has found many mints. I travel down there occasionally 
to find the more unusual varieties, 

L 3 here are strict conditions that apply to owning a national 
collection. One of these is that I have to know someone ro 
pass the collection on to! Luckily my daughter is happy to 
carry on the collection. 

I have to admit that whilst visiting Jeff I was lucky enough to 
try some wonderful cheese and mint scones made by Jeff's 
wife Margaret - they were delicious. 

Jeff doesn't sell any of the mints from his home, so if planning 
to visit (other than as part of the National Garden Scheme 
open day on June 29th) please get in touch first to make an 
appointment. Jeff can be contacted on 01295 810033. 
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W came across this lovely m 

old postcard featuring the famous 
Wysteria (on our cover this month) 
White Lion Walk in Banbury The postcard 
dates from 1902 and was sent from the White 
Lion Hotel (presumably by a guest, to a friend 
in Herne Bay in Kent). 


The caption on the card refers to: The 
Courtyard. White Lion Hotel Banbury . The 
famous Wistaria Tree shewn on the wall is the 
largest and finest in the United Kingdom, 
measuring upwards of 200ft in length', 

This might well have been correct in 1902, but 
unfortunately there is now a tree in Essex that 
measures 250ft - and many others of a similar 
length throughout the country. 


Still, the tree is a gorgeous, early summer sight, 
and quite famous in the Four Shires. It 
currently measures far less than 200ft and 


survived 

workmen 


cutting into 
it just over 
five years 
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ALWAYS LOOK ON THE BRIGHT 


5HT , 1 W 

ctaer^ f 








to its origins - albeit juice from 
pears rather than apples. 


here is always a surprise in store 
when you visit Waterperry Gardens 
near Wheatley,.* as well as the 
inspirational gardens and plants, 


The five acres of orchards at 
Waterperry Gardens date bach to 
the days of Beatrix Havergal who 
ran her famous school of 
horticulture for ladies until 
1972, Orchard manager Chris 
Lanczak trained under Miss 
Havergal and has worked at 
Waterperry for 40 years. 

There are around 50 different 
varieties of apples - from old 
favourites like Cox's Orange 
Pippin, Brantley and Egremont 
Russet to more unusual types like 
Ashmead's Kernel, Orleans Reinette and 
Kidd s Orange. Over the years Chris has 
added to the heritage varieties including 


Waterperry supplies Raymond Blanc's Le 
Manoir aux Quat 1 Saisons, Paul 
Clerehugh s The Crooked Billet in 
Henley, Branca Deli and Restaurant, and 
Jacobs Inn Oxford. Some of whom use 
them to make fantastic cocktails. 


pictures: orchard keeper Chris Lanczak 
checking the orchard and with a bottle of 
their lovely apple juice 


food and unusual gifts. 

On a recent visit there we were lucky 
enough to try some of the very best apple 
juice ever tasted (pressed from the 
Ashmead Kernel variety). Not only this* 
but some of it had been fermented to 
produce a wonderful Waterperry cider 
- The Tipsy Fruit man! 

It is hardly surprising that the cider should 
be so good from here, for the name of the 
garden: "Waterperry' gives a very good clue 




some Oxford varieties like Eynsham 
Dumpling, Oxford Beauty and Old Fred. 

Waterperry apples are grown, harvested 
and juiced onsite using time-honored 
methods. The apples are all graded on 
site, bagged up and sold in the garden 
shop, with the first of the season on sale 
in late August. 

Chris produces on average 15>000 bottles 
of apple juice and began producing 
Waterperry cider three years ago. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITON 


ower. 


avountes 


Barn Farm Plants are 
looking for your favourite 
photo of a flower or flowers 
which has been taken by 
you in any season. 

I his is what we'd like you 
to do,. , 


The overall winner will then 
be chosen. They will then 
receive £30 of Barn Farm 
Plants Gift Vouchers and 
the winning 12 pictures will 
be used in Barn Farm 
Plant s 2015 Calendar. 


Closing date: 31st July 
Judging: 1st - 10th August 

Entries should be sent by 
posr (not emailed) along 
with an entry form that can 
be collected from Barn Farm 
Plants, Upper Wardington, 
Banbury, OX 17 1SN 


• Une picture per person. 
Picture to he in landscape 
format (not portrait). 

• Picture to be your own 
and not used in any other 
competition. 

• Pictures will be displayed 
and judged by our customers 






Domestic I* Cemmercial 
Grourtdcarc Machinery 



Sales, Service! Spare 




Sheniiigton Airfield 680711 

Jeff Deane 07860 743701 
(wjHiisqvama www.brwriAiopkIju.cw.uk 


HATTER 



• Wide selection of Roses 

• Herbaceous Perennials; old favourites 


& new introductions 

• Alpines, herbs, vegetable plants & fruit 
trees/bushes 

• Hanging basket/patio plants {Most of 
these plants grown on site) 

• Seeds, fertilisers and sundries 

• Quality composts 

• Patio pots, ornamental aggregates & 
garden ornaments 

• Cal or gas stockist 

Telephone: 01926 815287 


Banbury Road, Southam, Warwickshire CV47 2BL 





OPEN TO TRADE AND RETAIL 
Standard or made to measure 
* Large stocks 

■ Prompt delivery 

■ Extremely competitive rates 
Professional friendly advice 

VISIT OUR DISPLAY SITE 
OR PRONE US FOR A FREE 
COLOUR BROCHURE 


Old Station Yard The Old Garage 
Woodford Halse Marton 
Northamptonshire Warwickshire 
NN11 3RB CV23 9RH 

01327 262124 01926 633739 

www.mainlinetimber.co.uk 

sales@mainlinetimber.co.uk 

Opening times! 8am * 5pm Monday - Friday 
8am -12 noon Saturday 
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BLENHEIM FLOWER SHOW 


The ever-popillar Ground 
Fo rce television duo Charlie 
Dimmock and Io m my Wa!sh 
are back in action on Sunday 
22nd June. Charlie will be 
entertaining visitors with 
expert advice on choosing and 
installing water features and 
Tommy will be sharing 
knowledge and tips on various 
garden building projects. 

Advance tickets are avilable at 
www. blen hei m flowers how. co.uk. 
Tickets are priced from £ 12.50 
adults and £6.50 for children at 
the gate. Concessions and 
family tickets are also available. 


This month Blenheim Pal ace 
Flower Show will burst into 
bloom, celebrating the very 
best of gardening in the UK, 

There are over 300 
exhibitors confirmed, and 
thanks ro the success of its 
debut last year, this is ser to be 
a stunning show. 

Packed with inspiration and 
vibrant colour, the three-day 
event will feature breath-taking 
outdoor spaces and all the 
home improvement producrs 
and gadgets required to 
transform your garden into 
your own personal haven. 

At the heart of the show the 
Grand Floral Marquee offers 
the chance ro buy thousands of 
great plants from a selection of 
the UK's finest nurseries at 
special event prices. It will also 
provide the perfect place ro 
speak to the show’s growing 
crop of celebrity experts. 


On hand to open the show will 
be horticultural expert Monty 
Don. Best known for 
presenting the BBC television 
series Gardeners' World the 
writer and speaker will be 
welcoming and sharing his 
extensive gardening 
knowledge with 
visitors. 


Meanwhile, on 
Saturday 21 sr June* 
presenter, author and 
gardener Joe Swift will 
be joined by IT Vs Love 
Your Garden presenter 
Frances Tophi!! in the 
Experts Theatre. 


Joe will be talking 
about landscaping, 
garden design and 
borne gardening while 
Frances will be 
encouraging people to 
to make the most of 
whatever space they 
have, however small. 


FN PILE & SONS 


AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 







Vi si"hl Sd d «S C “rfes P siona! &" The esse^Toffine Brtflsh Lawns Countax range of garden tranors 


domestic range of equipment 


ASPEN 


fu*i i*r ptttomortab; 


AUTHDRISED 

DEALER 


SALES 

SERVICE 

EXPERTISE 


Honda lawn and garden equipment 


ASPEN 


YAMAHA 

LOGIC 


Aspen Alkylate petrol 


Yamaha Utility ATV Ranj 
and Logic equipment 


FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON, BANBURY, OX17 1JL TEL: 01295 211790 MON - FRI 8.00 - 5.00 SAT: 8.30 ■ 2.00 WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 


HAYTER 

MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS 
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LANGFORD GARDENS OPEN DAY 

Sunday 15th June, 2 - 6pm 

Garden of the hire Sir Ha rd v Amies among those to open 

This year the delightful Cotswold village of Langford in West 
Oxfordshire celebrates over 25 years of opening its gardens 
under the National Gardens Scheme. To mark this silver jubilee, 
at least 25 private gardens in Langford will open to visitors. 

Langford was one of the first villages to open in aid of the NGS 
and helped to start a new trend away from the aristocratic 
gardens previously associated with the scheme. Indeed the 
village s contribution is celebrated in the NGS book to 
commemorate 80 years of NGS openings. The books authors 
praise the number of gardens open in Langford - a massive 
achievement given it only has 300 inhabitants. 

The stunning summer gardens vary from classic small cottage 
gardens, and rather wilder gardens filled with fragrant and edible 
delights* through to large formal gardens. They include the very 
restful garden created by the late Sir Hardy Amies, who for over 
55 years dressed Her Majesty the Queen. 

Visitors to Langford will also have an opportunity to visit St 
Matthews, the village s grade 1 listed late Saxon church and hear 
its bells rung. This is one of the most important churches in 
Oxfordshire and features Saxon carvings including the famous 
Langford Rood. 

Delicious homemade teas will be served at two Locations in the 
village and there will be a plant stall too. 

Entry costs just £5 per person and under 12s are free... 

Don't miss out! 
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By field shop Open BotJdtngton Rd, Byfield, 
Mon - Fn: Bam- 5pm N'hampt on shire. NN11 SFL 
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FREE Local Delivery 


' Please mate picture sftcis side discharge variant 


107cm cutting width 
Mulching deck 

speed 

r .... . Twin 
02mm cutting height 


John Deere X3 0 0 



John Deere 


R54S 
15 Year 

Aluminium Deck 
Warranty 


54cm cutting width 
Single speed 3 6km/h 
5.5hp petro: engine 
75ltr collector 
17-100mm cutting height 


Visit our shop for: 


KHRCHER ™- 

Tenqiqqls 


STiHL VIKING n 
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Time to fill your 
pots, baskets 
and borders! 

# Hardy Garden Plants 



$ Basket & Bedding 

pi j, Grown o/i s/fe for 
r 13 fitS superior quatity 

* Pots, Compost plus 
all you’ll need for 
your garden! 

Garden Furniture Showroom 

Demonstrations, craft events end 
workshops throughout the year... 

greenhouse 

C_ '' c a r n 



Bam Farm Plants 

CjfAd&t*- 



ji 1^.1 




Open seven days a week vAw.banifarmplants.co.uk 
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OH, THE BIRDS AND THE BEES! 

The birds are swooping, the lambs are bleeting, the bees are 
swarming, and George Fenemore is on the receiving end... 


COUNTRYMAN 



ur farmyard swallows, all six pairs of 
them, have returned and are busy 
repairing their old nests. In the last few 
days they have been joined by a good 
number of house martins who are gathering 
mud from the farmyard puddles to build nests 
under the eaves of many of the village houses. 

As I bash the keyboard, the real harbingers of 
summer, the swifts are only now just 
beginning to return to hawk the sky above the 
surrounding meadows. This is a lovely sight 
after one of the wettest winters on record. The 
latest RSPB report recorded 32 different 
species of bird on the Clifton meadows, and 
with one more to come we shall have to wait 
and see just what the final tally will be. 

The lambing came to an end at the start of 
May, The fall of lambs seems set to be a little 
above average but we do not do a count until 
they come back to the pens for their first 
drenching. The Cotsw'olds have produced a 
good crop of lambs and before this gets past 
the editor our 'show' team 1 will have been 
shorn to get them ready for the ring. However, 
as it is still rather cold at night, Blizzard and 
his two companions will need to come back 
inside for a little extra pampering. 

The winter planted crops have grown away 
well with the oil seed rape standing w r ell above 
my head! The spring planted crops of oil seed 
rape, barley and oats are looking good. Last 
month 1 reported that the ew r es had gone out 
to a nice 'bite' but the Black Thorn winter' 
had a sting in its tail with a sudden drop in 
the mercury and a few early morning frosts. 
This has kept the soil temperatures well down 
reducing the grass growth. 

I said last month that with the mild winter the 
bees had got off to a flying start and 1 needed 
to get the hives sorted out before the old dears 
started to swarm; well I failed! I have now 
been very busy collecting my own swarms, 
some of which have been s ome real 


'humdingers’. One particularly large swarm, 
fell off a branch just as I got up to it! This 
covered me from head to foot with a coating 
of not very happy bees - and I can confirm 
that a bee proof suite in those circumstances is 
anything but bee proof! I did manage to get 
them into a box however, although it is rather 
bad bee keeping to allow your bees to swarm. 
All is not lost as the hives that have swarmed 
will all have new" queens in them and l have 
taken all the old queens as well. 

It was very interesting to read Nicky Smith's 
history' of bee keeping in last months issue, 
but l find myself at odds (so what’s new) with 
the 'official' line taken by the BBKA over the 
decline of our bee populations. First it must be 
said that all insects pollinate to a greater or 
lesser extent and the honey bee is only a part 
of the overall picture. There are, in this 
country, over 260 different species of bee, 23 
of those species belonging to the bumble bee 
tribe. The different bee species can be divided 
into three groupings: solitary', social and 
high er social. The solitary’' bees are just that 
and do not live in a colony. Each individual 
makes a small nest by excavating a hole in the 
ground (the miner bee) or in the mortar of 
your house wall (the mason bee) or wherever. 
Each nest will have separate chambers in 
which the bee places a bah of pollen and lays 
an egg, the chamber is then sealed off and the 
parent bee moves on to start all over again, 
leaving the egg to hatch out w r ith the grub 
eating the pollen before pupating and then 
digging itself out as a fully-fledged bee. 

The social bees are the bumble bees, they live 
in a colony in or very close to the ground. The 
colony is started by an over wintering queen 
who builds a few r cells and lays an egg in each 
one, she then tends the nest and as the young 
bees hatch out the nest is extended and can 
contain 250/300 bees by the end of the 
summer. In the autumn a number of young 
queens are produced. These leave the nest to 



And somewhere to hibernate for the winter 
leaving the rest of the colony to die out, 

The next group is made up 
of the honey or hive bee. 
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This is the only species of bee that over 
winters as a complete colony with the queen 
living for up to four years. 1 have kept bees 
for over 30 years and have yet to lose any to 
farm chemical sprays. How'ever, 1 have lost a 
lot of colonies to the Varoa mite. When the 
mite arrived in this country the effect w r as 
devastating and I lost 75% of my colonies in 
the first six months. 

The mite is a w r ee beastie of Asian origin and 
was well known in the USA and continental 
Europe, Although there w r ere well proven 
chemicals available to treat and control the 
mite, w r e w r ere not allowed to use them in this 
country as they did not and still don’t have 
government approval. However, they can be 
imported for private use as they are approved 
for use within the EEC and for the time being 
at least w r e are still in. 

It is a sorry situation when any number of 
manmade chemical concoctions are banned for 
use in agriculture but can be freely used by 
members of the gardening fraternity. 

Sadly w r e are now' into the third decade of 
living with the varoa mite and hive bee 
decline. The blame for this situation can in 
some ways be placed on the doorstep of the 
BBKA. They have failed to motivate 
governments out of their complacancy when it 
comes to all things rural, by portraying bee 
keeping as a fascinating and relaxing hobby'. 
The BBKA are the so-called official bee 
experts however and it is so much more 
politically correct to give the farming 
community a good beating! Perhaps they need 
to remember that the honey bee is only one 
part of the overall picture and that farmers 
provide very large areas of bee forage w'itli 
their flowering crops and environmental 
headland strips. This so called loss of habitat 
has more to do with the government's drive to 
build us out of recession, than it has to do 
with changes in agriculture... Ho hum. 

The jumping bull: 

I well remember this event taking place in 
}963 or 4. 1 was at the time a fudges steward 
for many of the horse classes in the main ring 
and the jumping bull was a main event 
attraction and a very big hit , After the last day 
of the show l was in the collecting ring talking 
to the Jockey about his bull when one of the 
other stewards bet me a pint that I would not 
ride the bull around the collecting ring... well\ 
1 enjoyed my pint! 

(See our letters page for the definitive answer) 
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n iridescent emerald flash of an 
insect by die streamside — did it fly 
or did it flutter? Was it a dragonfly 
ii L or a damselfly? Dragonflies fly fast, 
and perform agile aerobatics to catch 
midges and other small insects on the wing 
— you spot them and they're gone. There’s 
much more opportunity to admire their 
cousins the damsel flies that are more 
inclined ro flutter than fly, and which 
collect their prey from the surfaces of 
waterside plants. 

When the flying jewel stops to rest, you'll 
know which it is. When a dragonfly parks 
on a waterside plant, its wings remain 
extended outwards in the manner of a fixed 
wing aeroplane on the runway, whereas the 
more demure damselfly folds its wings 
parallel along its back. 

One of the most spectacular danisetflies is 
the aptly named Beautiful Demoiselle. It is 
about 4cm long and both sexes sport 
resplendent metallic bodywork; the male is 
blue-green and the female greenish-bronze 
and both have iridescent wings lightly 
tinted to match. 


Demoiselles prefer dean flowing water and 
are intolerant of pollution, so tend to be 
uncommon in the swathe of country south 
of Cumbria and north of Banbury, so were 
fortunate to find them in parts of the Four 
Shires. Adults are on the wing throughout 
June and July and often into August. 

1 he male chooses a stretch of water that 
looks like a suirable site for a female ro lav 
her eggs and then patrols the streamside 
vegetation that overlooks it. He'll select 
prominent perches from which to defend 
his territory and will ward off smaller 
damselflies by vigorously flashing his wings 
at them and only leave his perch to chase 
off bigger rivals. This ploy doesn't always 
work and often several males will compete 
for attention when a female comes along. 

The victor still has to impress, and will put 
on an energetic display of wing fluttering 
in front of the object of his desire. If his 
efforts are successful, the female will allow 
him to mate, which involves inelegant 
contorting of the pair's long bodies. I he 
male’s duties are not over - be stays to 
defend tbe female whilst she lays, her eggs. 


which involves injecting them into the 
stems of submerged water plants. He often 
holds her down, sometimes completely 
submerged, until rhe deed is done. 


Fhe damselfly hatchlings are called 
nymphs, which are drab, brownish versions 
of the adults. This stage of the lifecycle is 
spent underwater, so the nymph is 
equipped with gills and mere stubs for 
wings, which develop as the insect matures. 
See one of these and you wouldn’t give it a 
second look, it's only when the adult 
emerges in its finery that its distinctive. 


Beautiful Demoiselles caught the 
imagination of the writers of medieval 
manuscripts, and images of these exquisite 
insects were often painted in the margins 
of illuminated documents. 


Look out for Demoiselles this summer; 
they truly are beautiful, whether with a 
small or capital “B". * 5 * 











one 


f vr> 


MAGGIE CHAPLIN... 
TELLING THE TIME, 

THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 
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hether you wear a smart 
TAG Heuer with more 
functions than you know 
what to do with and 
precision to a thousandth of a second, 
or a fun watch that cost only a few 
pounds, imagine life without it, and 
without all the other reminders of the 
passage of time that surround us at 
home and during our work and 
leisure. Modem lives are ruled by 
schedules and deadlines from the 
moment we wake up; school, work, 
meetings, TV programs or even 
cooking supper or going to bed. 
Without the means to monitor the 
time we'd be lost. 


Timepieces weren't in general use till 
the 115th century. Although they 
existed in Europe as far back as the 
1 lrh century, they were rare. Because 
all aspects of life in a monastery were 
strictly regulated the earliest 
medieval clocks tended to be made 
by monks. These weren’t clocks with 
dials, but instruments that rang a 
bell at set times. 

Even outside the religious houses, 
daily routine was very much 
controlled by the church in the 
Middle ages, so the first clocks that 
ordinary people would be aware of 
were church clocks - but what did 
everyone do before that to monitor 
the progress of their days? 

Mr and Mrs Ugg, Living in a cave 
before the dawn of history, might not 
have been too concerned about 
divisions of the day. Finding shelter, 
catching and gathering enough to eat 
and trying to keep safe, warm and dry 
would be challenge enough. The 
when, why and how would be dictated 
by the seasons and by need, not by 
appointment, but gradually as man 
sought to exert control over his 
environment, his desire to impose 
some order on the day developed. 

It is known that as far back as 1500 
BC and quite probably earlier, the 
Ancient Egyptian and Babylonian 
astronomers w r ere experimenting with 
ways to measure the passage of time. 
Probably the earliest and simplest 
method was the shadow clock - which 
basically consisted of a stick in the 
sand. The shadow it cast changed 
length and direction depending on the 
position of the sun. This simple 
system was elaborated on, and more 
permanent measuring devices were 
constructed, sometimes on a massive 
scale. Obelisks, frequently referred to 
as Cleopatra’s needles, were built to 
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act as giant shadow clocks - useful if you 
happened to live nearby, but no good if 
you were off on a day s travelling. 

For Egyptians on the move, a sort of 
portable time rod was devised. It was an 
L-shaped device, with the horizontal bar 
marked into sections. To use it in the 
morning you positioned it with die 
upright facing east so its shadow would 
fall along the horizontal, gradually 
shortening as noon approached, For an 
estimate of time in the afternoon this 
portable dock would be faced west. 

Further development of fixed shadow 
clocks involved marking radiating lines 
from the base of the upright to divide 
the day into sections and so what we 
know T today as sundials evolved. A 
sundial is mentioned in the Old 
Testament. Or is it? The “dial of Ahaz" 
is referred to in Isaiah, when God 
apparently “turned back time"' by moving 
the shadow cast by the sun on the “dial 
of Ahaz", The miracle isn't queried, but 


and the playwright Plautus 
apparently complained that his 
day was “chopped into pieces’ 
by the sundials that were to be 
found all over the city. 

Although useful, the early time 
pieces were not very accurate. 
This was partly due to the 
curvature of the earth and the 
tilt of its axis in relation to the 
sun. Once this w-as appreciated, 
improvements could be made, 
including angling the indicator 
stick, or gnomon, from the 
vertical. (The word “gnomon" 
derives from the Greek and 
means “one that know r s"). 
Advances in astronomy resulted 
in the evolution of more 
accurate and sometimes very 
complex dials. 

Another problem was that fixed 
horizontal sundials w r ere not 
easily visible from a distance, 



there is, however, discussion amongst 
biblical scholars as to whether the w T ord 
’dial " is an error in translation and that 
it was the shadow cast on the steps dow r n 
from Ahazs palace that was moved. Fie 
may not have bad a sundial at all! 

It is known that sundials w r ere 
introduced to Greece from Babvlon, and 
subsequently adopted by the Romans. 
The first recorded reference to a sundial 
in Rome is in the writings of the Roman 
scholar Pliny in 293 RC. As is often the 
case with any new invention, sundials 
were not universally popular. They 
became widespread throughout Rome 


wdiereas a vertical form high up on a 
church wall for example could be read by 
everyone. During the Middle Ages 
vertical sundials became the most 
widespread form of timepiece and w r ere 
commonly placed on churches. 

Prior to that, crude forms of dial called 
“mass dials" were painted or scratched, 
often near the south door of a church, 
primarily for the use of the clergy as an 
indicator to when the church bell should 
be rung for Mass, Most of them were 
small circles with a central hole to insert 
a wooden or metal rod to act as gnomon, 
and radiating lines to correspond with 


service times. Evidence of these dials can 
be found on many churches in the Four 
Shires if you look closely for them. 

Mainly they w r ere simply draw r n directly 
onto the stonework, but w r ere occasionally 
more ornate, and on the south wall of the 
church in the Oxfordshire village of 
North Stoke there s a splendid expertly 
carved example. Although the gnomon is 
a plain metal spoke, the dial itself is 
surmounted by the head of a man who 
appears to be holding the dial in his 
hands. It s divided into eight sections and 
tli ree of the radiating lines are marked 
with a cross to indicate times of services 
which w r ould have been "morningtide", 
"noontide' and 'eventide". 

Unlike a mass dial that had a simple 
horizontal peg as a gnomon, and gave an 
approximate time of day, a sundial had 
an angled gnomon and was generally 
more accurate. Throughout the Four 
Shires there are hundreds of sundials ► 

main image: an unusual , probably late Anglo 
Saxon, mass dial with crosses marking the 
three tide lines , at North Stoke church 

inset: Time Flies... a modern sundial\ 
angled to face due south , in an alcove 
on Woodstock town hall 

this page from top: an 18th century sundial 
on a buttress at Chari bury church ; 
a smart lead sundial graces the south 
wall of Bodicote church 

JUNE 2014 * FOUR SHIRES 67 










to spot if you look carefully and there are 
dozens in Oxfordshire alone. Some are 
very basic, whereas others have more 
imaginative designs. 

The commonest sort have simple dials, 
such as the flat square one on Great Tew 
church. It has a sturdy decorated metal 
gnomon hut no radiating lines are 
apparent. More elaborate dials can he 
seen in Wroxton. The famous milepost 
on the edge of the village is topped by a 
multidirectional sundial and there are 
several others in the village itself. For 
example, there’s one decorated with a 
golden sun on the south wall of the 
church and another dated 1752 at the 
old post office near the duck pond. 



There’s an ISth century sundial in 
Charlbury too. It's on a buttress on the 
south wall of the church and bears the 
date 1756. Although sundials with more 
than one face are unusual, the one on the 
Wroxton milepost is not unique. There's 
a two-sided one on the top of Steeple 
Aston's church walk 

Woodstock also has its share of sundials. 
A modern one in an alcove on the town 
hall bears the legend tern pus fug it' — 
time flies - and is angled to face due 
south. A more unusual Latin inscription 
graces the sundial on Lower Heyford 
church. "Nil nisi coelestio radio", 
roughly translates as: “l radiate nothing 
but celestial light." Different again is the 
smart dial on the south wall of Bodicote 
church. There's no inscription but the 
contemporary design is unusual in that 
it’s fashioned in lead. 

Despite the gradual introduction of 
mechanical clocks from 1300 onwards 
and their improved accuracy with the 
development of the pendulum clock in 
the 17th century, sundials were still 
widely used in Europe right through 
until the early ISOOs. Bv this time clocks 
were becoming more affordable, and as 
they didn't rely on sunny skies to work, 
they began to replace sundials as the 
timepieces of choice. 

Design and manufacture of sundials of all 
types is still a thriving industry in the 
21st century and they are popular as 
commemorative items for notable people, 
to mark special events or as ornaments in 
public or private gardens. You can usually 


find one somewhere at most stately homes 
and National Trust properties if you keep 
a look-out, but often their provenance is 
much harder to discover. 

Don't be tempted though to dismiss 
sundials as quaint, merely decorative 
items evocative of a bygone age. For a 
space mission to Mars, a special sundial, 
the Mars Dial, was designed to calibrate 
the cameras of the two Mars landers, 
which reached their destination in 
January 2004. Another one was sent up 
on the Mars rover, 'Curiosity 1 that 
landed in August 2012, so right now 
there are three sundials on Mars. If 
you’re lining up for the eagerly awaited 
Google watch as the timepiece of the 
future to make you feel like master of the 

J 

universe, remember, it'll still need a 
battery - the MarsDial doesn’t! 4* 

from top: nothing but heavenly rays t Lower 
Heyford has a modern sundial on the church 
porch ; the sundial on Steeple Aston church 
lets you tell the time all day; The famous 
Wroxton milestone is topped by a sundial 
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Four Shires 4* sport 




Once again,, almost 600 Veteran and Vintage motorcycles will 
ride en masse when the Heritage Motor Centre hosts the 
nostalgic Vintage Motor Cycle Club Banbury Run™. The 
event, which is in its 66th year, will run over two days with [he 
Vintage Training Day taking place on Saturday 7th June offering 
Vintage Virgins the chance to ride the Motorcycles in a safe “off 
road" environment. The main Banbury Run™, which will take 
place on Sunday 8th June, is the largest gathering of pre-1931 
motorcycles and three wheelers in the world. 

The Banbury Run™ is aimed at those who enjoy the thrill of 
riding with other vintage, veteran and pioneer bikes. Fbe exact 
route is kept secret until the day, but we can exclusively reveal 
that it will venture through the villages of Whatcote and Great 
Bourton, In addition, there will also be Club and Trade Stands, 
over 100 Autojumble pitches and special interest displays. 

Tom Caren, Show Manager for the Heritage Motor Centre stated 
“I he Banbury Run is a fantastic day out for both those 
participating and those coming along to watch the bikes in all 
their glory as they set off for their annual ride around the nearby 
countryside. Watching the vintage motorcycles ride together is a 
real spectacle to see!'' 

The Museum will be open from 9am - 5 pm with the Banbury 
Run™ beginning at 10am, Tickets for the Run cost £6 in 
advance or £8 on the day for adults, children and concessions 
and £25 for a family on the day. 

For more information about the Heritage Motor Centre please 
visit www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk or call 01926 641188. 

For more information about the Vintage Training Day contact 
Natalie I hornhil! on her email NataileThomhiJl@vmcc.net. 
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tailor m ade 
to your exact desires 

Tp- 

glittering 

glowing 

sparkling 

shimmering 

kb< 

THE 

GALLERY 

AT RYE HILL 

$ 

themes. ; entertainment^ styling 
menus and drinks packages 
designed to meet your vision in 
our versatile uenue 

kh. 


prices on application 

|| RYE HILL GOLF CLUB 

01295 721 818 

www.ryehill.co.uk/chmstmas 
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&GUY BARKER’S BIG BAND 


other AN iMAL^HOTEILUItE FfllENDHUDSON TAYLOR 
SU2S WITH SOUTHS! DE JOHNNY & THE ASBURY JUKES MARCUS BONFANTI 

MSFMMA NESBITTTHE SHIRES 

THE'PACKERS LISSIE RUSTY SHACKLE iS&fj 
REVEREND PEYTON'S RIG DAMN RAND .JON ALLEN UUNltKa lUtlltAK 

THE LOTTERY WINNERS THE DUALERS CHIPPING NORTON SCHOOL JAZZ BAND 

KIDS ZONE 

Circus Skills [ Storytelling | Junk Percussion j Magic Shows! Musical Theatre Workshops | Moo Music | Face Painting | Clay Sculpture 
Wilhy Weaving | Animatiou | Groovy Records | Carnival Masks | Snot The Dragon | Bhangra Tots | Bollywood Dance | Giamba | Puppet Shows 

Painting & Making j Garden Games | Interactive Musical Installation and World Class Slreel Thealre 

Fairground | Gourmet Caterers | Festival Shops | Disco Shed | Amazing VIP and Giamping JACXtm 

VriwtYii:] whin wa v<nrrl 

WWW.COBNBURYMUSICFESTIVAL.COM c«rri 

NERO OflMJLDlM 


Absolute 
Radio ^ 

Y-VCOTSWOLC 

rAMILY hooknohton 


BREWERY 


f ENGLAND’S MOST CIVILISED GATHERING l 


THE ABSOLUTE BABTO COMEDY EMPORIUM 







































This month I sit down with a local 
legend, restaurateur Lino Fires, 
who has now been at the helm of 
The Butchers Arms in Priors 
Hardwick for over 40 years 

have to start by declaring an interest. 
T I have known Lino tor many years, 

from the late 60s when he was 

4 maitre d at Spencer's Westgate Anns 
in Warwick, one of the midlands' top 
restaurants at that time. 

In those days I was involved in the world 
of high finance. One day I took a call 
from one of my directors to say ‘'Mr 
Pires is coming in to see you today, he 
wants to buy a pub in Priors Hardwick 
- his mortgage is approved”, 

The framed completion letter from his 
solicitor still sits proudly on one of the 
walls of the Butchers; we will return to 
his walls in a wdiile... 

There was a story back in those days that 
Lino bought The Butchers Arms without 
ever seeing it. He confirmed this, as he 
was also negotiating to buy The 
Delmonte in Kenilworth. This deal fell 
through and his solicitors phoned him to 
say that The Butchers Anns was on the 
market and would suit him perfectly - 
the rest is, as they say, history. 

Lino first came to this country from his 
native Portugal in the 60s with his wife 
Augusta. Their sole aim was to earn and 
save enough money to be able to open a 
tea room in their home town of Sintra. 

Their first job was in domestic service 
and he tells me a lovely story of a dinner 
at that time: '‘There w r as a big dinner for 
many important people and one of the 
lady guests asked my advice on how to 
tackle a particular dish, I suggested she 
use her “fork and knife' . Unfortunately 
my heavy Portuguese accent made it 
sound quite rude. This caused much 


peter jones meets... 

Lino Pires 

restaurateur and owner of the Butchers Arms 


merriment amongst the other guests and 
ever since then it has always been, knife 
and fork’/' 

From domestic service Lino moved on to 
the Three Horse Shoes in Rugby. He 
then went to The Westgate Arms in 
Warwick where his well known front of 
house skills were finely tuned, L T have 
always been front of house; I do not even 
know r how to cook an egg/' he said. 

He breaks off from our chat to greet a 
couple turning up for an early lunch. 
They are obviously well know r n to him 
and he tells me with great pride "they 
have been customers of mine for nearly 
55 years - from Rugby to here. 

Lino is proud of everything that he and 
his family have achieved. He proudly 
wears a badge linking the two flags of 
the UK and Portugal in one lapel. 

“Portugal and England are the two oldest 
allies", he said. In the other lapel he 
wears the badge of the house of Lords, 
This was presented to him by Lord 
Heseltine, one of his customers. 

The walls of the Butchers Arms are 
covered in signed photographs of the rich 
and famous who have visited. Celebrities 
front the world of sport and show r 
business and many other instantly 
recognisable people. 

Lino has a massive scrapbook full of 
memories and stories. Indeed only the 
day before, comedian Jasper Carrott and 
an ex-England footballer had been in for 
lunch. 

Lino shows me a 
letter of thanks from 
the actress Gloria 
Swanson, and a 
lovely little note from 
Julie Andrews. 


running of The Butchers Arms is in the 
hands of his son, Peter. 

"My job is easy, l kiss all the ladies when 
they arrive for lunch, and I kiss all the ladies 
when they arrive for dinner," said Lino. 

There are three things of which Lino is 
very proud. His award from the Queen 
with the Medal of the Order of the 
British Empire for services to the 
community. His garden, which he tends 
first thing every morning. He assures me 
the delphiniums would have won a gold 
medal at the Chelsea Flow r er Show. 

But it is wife that fills him with his 
greatest pride and more than a touch of 
sadness. Sadly, Augusta passed away in 
2008. He tends her grave in the nearby 
churchyard daily. 

One of his customers found a street sign 
for Augusta Street and this he has fixed 
to the wall of The Butchers Arms, 

Lino proudly shows me an envelope 
addressed to Lino Pires Esq.,The 
Butchers Arms, Augusta Street, Priors 
Hardwick," 

All I have done here is scratch the surface 
of a very proud and passionate man. If 
you want to know more, 

Lino has found time to write his 
autobiography: Fantastic... The 
Extraordinary Life of Lift o Pires, All the 
proceeds from the book go to the Royal 
Marsden Hospital Research fund. 

It is a very good read and still available. 



He shows me photos 
of Murray Walker, 
David Jason, the pop 
group Slade and 
Kenneth More - just 
a few of the 
hundreds, though l 
have to admit my 
favourites are the 
racing drivers 
including the great 
Ayrton Senna. Now 
into his 80s the 
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Four Shires 4* food & drink 



The Bell 

Shenington, Nr Banbury 

Oxfordshire, 0X15 6NQ 
Tel: 01295 670274 

www.thebellshenington.co.uk 

email: thebellshenington@gmail.com 


perfect picnics 

At last, the sun has shown itself and perhaps summer is finally on its way. 
With it comes cocktails in the garden, visits to the coast, holiday 
planning... and the all important summer pastime - a l fresco dining, 

Plan some days out and your outdoor munchies can be packed in a picnic 
basket (and coolbox). 

You can, of course, opt for a hearty cheese roll and a bag of salt V 
vinegar, swiftly followed by an tipple and a chocolate bar : But this is a 
little too reminiscent of school packed lunches for me, so for something a 
little more exciting and grown up, we've put together a scrum my sc lection 
of dishes that can be prepared well ahead, travel without harm, and will 
delight your fellow picnic buddies. 

a stronger cheesier taste. 

Once cooked, slide the tortilla 
out of the pan, allow to cool 
and slice into wedges, ready 
for your picnic. Serve with our 
super salads. 

PANZAN ELLA 

What you'll need: 

Vine ripened tomatoes, cut 
into large cubes or wedges 
1/2 pound stale Italian bread, 
cut into cubes and roasted in 
the oven tor about live minutes 
to crisp it up 
A large sliced red onion 
2 red peppers, chopped into 
good sized pieces 

2 teaspoons minced garlic 

3 tblsp red wine vinegar 
3 tblsp extra-virgin olive oil 
Big bunch fresh basil 
Freshly ground black pepper 
and a little rock salt 

What to do: 


£ 



JfcJ At The Bell we do not 
do gimmicks or 
|IP offers. We aim for 
good value, home- 
* cooked food using 
|L ■ ■ 1 oc a 1 fre sh produce 

served in warm, 
comfortable, 
unpretentious 

surroundings. We are unashamedly 
an old fashioned 1 village inn. 
Gluten free and vegetarian dishes 
are always available. 

SUNDAY ROAST £8:95 

Situated off the A422 Stratford upon 
Avon to Banbury Road 


SPANISH STYLE 
TORTILLA 

What yon il need: 

4 tbsps olive oil 
1 onion finely sliced 
35Gg new potatoes, sliced 
4 smoked back bacon rashers, 
chopped up 

150g fresh spinach, wilted 
6 large eggs 

85g strong cheddar, grated 
What to do: 

Heat the olive oil in a non¬ 
stick oven proof frying pan, 
add the onion and potatoes 
and fry for 8 minutes, turning 
frequently until tender. Add 
the bacon and fry for a further 
2-3 minutes. Beat the eggs in a 
bowl with plenty of salt and 
pepper. Stir in the wilted 
spinach and cheese. 

Pour the egg mixture over the 
potatoes and bacon and cook 
over a gentle heat for a few 
minutes until starting to set. 
Then pop the pan into a hot 
oven for about five minutes, or 
until set. You can add some 
extra cheese on top if you like 


In a large bowl, combine the 
tomatoes, peppers, crispy 
bread, and onions. 

In a small bowl, whisk 
together the garlic, vinegar and 
oil. Pour the dressing over the 
bread and salad mixture and 
let sit for 30 minutes at room 
temperature. Add the basil and 
salt and pepper, to taste, and 
toss to combine. 

If you're taking this on a 
picnic, pack the whole thing in 
a big container and store the 
dressing separately in a jar 
- this way you can finish it off 
just before lunch and the bread 
won't go soggy. 

Both of these recipes will feed 
about six people. 
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What yotill need: 

8 slices bacon 
2 heads chopped broccoli 
A handful of cashew nuts 
2 cups grated cheese, 

1/2 large red onion, finely 
chopped 

1/4 cup red wine vinegar 
2 teasp white sugar 
Plenty of ground black pepper 
4 tbisp mayonnaise 
1 teasp fresh lemon juice 


Cook the brocoIJi. Place 
bacon in a large, deep pan. 
Cook over medium high 
heat, drain, then crumble. 

In a large bowl, combine the 
cooked broccoli, cheese, 
bacon and onion. 

Whisk the red wine vinegar, 
sugar, pepper, mayonnaise 
and lemon juice. Combine 
dressing with salad.,. Eatf 
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WICKED CHOCOLATE! Wha!tod ° : 



What you'll need: 

225g softened butter, plus extra for 
greasing 

3 tbsp golden syrup 
50g cocoa powder 

30Gg digestive biscuits, bashed 
400g good quality dark chocolate, 
broken into squares 

4 tbsp mini marshmallows 


Grease and line a loaf tin. 

Put butter, golden syrup and cocoa into 
a large baud. Melt gently over a pan of 
simmering water, stirring until smooth. 
Add the biscuits and marshmallows 
and pour into the tin , 

Chill for at least 2 hours, until set, 
then slice into wedges. Keep it in the 
coo lb ox on your picnic. 
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WILLIAMS CHASE 
LUBERON ROSE 
(PROVENCE) 2013 


This wine oozes style - from its elegant, minimalistic bottle with a 
unique glass closure, to the extremely moorish and delectable pale rose 
wine contained inside' 


Williams Chase Rose 2013 is produced from biadynamic vineyards at 
Chateau Constantin in Provence. Located just minutes from the quaint 
picturesque village of Lourmarin which was made famous as a result of 
Peter Mayles book L A Year In Provence,' the wine takes its name from 
owner William Chase and his wfife, Kate who recently purchased the 
Chateau and its boutique vineyard. 


Their mission is to produce fine wines from the finest grapes, with the 
emphasis on quality and taste, all of w r hich is evident in this delicious rose. 


Previously a potato farmer, William Chase catapulted to fame with the 
creation of his Tvrrells Crisps empire which he sold for 
£30 million in 2010 to make potato vodka, followed by 
an apple gin, liqueurs and sours. Chase Vodka won 
Best Vodka in the World at the 2010 San Francisco 
World Spirit Competition, and now r , after a five year 
search to find the very best sites, he has bought the 
Chateau Constant in-Chevalier estate in the village of 
Luberon , which produces red, white and rose wines. 


Made from 60% Grenache, 30% Syrah and 10% 
Rousanne, Williams Chase Rose 2013 is refreshingly 
crisp, fresh and fruity. It has delicious notes of white 
peach and tropical fruits such as pineapple and 
grapefruit, combined with subtle hint of spices and 
minerals, followed by a lovely, long, fresh finish. A 
perfect match to barbecue grilled mackerel or vegetables, 
or a salad Ni^oise, this wine epitomises summer in 
Provence, and the joys of the South of France. 


13% abv, it is available at SH Jones Wines stores at 
£13.99. Mention Four Shires and receive 10% discount 
at SH Jones Wines stores. 


BLOXHAM COUNTRY MARKET 

As a child, the main attraction when visiting 
a typical summer fete - or Christmas 
"Bazaar’ for that matter, was the stall run by 
the WI. It would invariably stock glorious 
Victoria sponge cakes, scones and biscuits, 
usually wrapped in clear plastic and paper 
packets., .just ready for munching - along 
with a nice cup of tea. 

I used to think that rhe 
village fete or Bazaar 
was the only outlet for 
this glorious produce, 
but it seems that I am 
mistaken. 

For more than 90 years 
a network of about 300 
country markets have 
plied their trade across 
England, Wales and the 
Channel Islands. Here 
producers sell homemade baked goods, 
preserves, garden-grown fruit and 
vegetables, plants and handmade crafts, 
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I was lucky enough to visit the Country 
Market at the Ex Servicemens hall in 
Bloxham near Banbury recently, where there 
was a variety of produce that caught the eye. 

Sue Myburgh, a producer at the market 
commented: “The Bloxham country 
market has been, running for nearly 50 
years now - yet still we get people coming 
along saying they didn't know we existed!" 

Alongside the homemade goods many 
country markets sell meat, fish and dairy 
goods, honey and eggs from local producers. 

lL Qur best sellers are the marmalade, 
sponge cakes and sausage rolls,” said Sue, 


L! We have customers that have been coming 
to the market for quite a long time now. 

Its a social thing.” 

Country Markers aim to encourage the 
public to discover the diversity and 
deliciousness of local British homemade 
baked goods, preserves, garden-grown fruit 
and vegetables. 1 hey showcase the skills and 
talents of local craftsmen and artists. 
Producers pride 
themselves on the 
quality of their 
produce and the 
friendliness of their 
markets, many of 
which have become 
popular, lively 
meeting places. 

To become a 
producer at a 

Country Market costs just 5p for lifetime 
membership. For more information on 
Country Markers have a look at their 
we bsi te: www, cou ntrv - m arkets .co.uk 












aek in the 18th Century King's 

B SLinon was a very popular venue for 
those seeking the health giving waters 
of the spas — both at Sc Rum bolds 
Welt on the Charlton Road and the springs 
out towards the River Cher well. It was touch 
and go whether Kings Sutton would become 
a famous town along the lines of Leamington 
Spa and Bath Spa, Sadly it was not to be, 
and the urban hypochondriacs headed 
farther north or west. 

Nowadays however, for all those seeking 
health giving nourishment. King's Sutton 
should once again he die destination of 
choice! The reason? Idle White Horse pub 
at King’s Sutton. 

Recently taken over by Julie and Hendrik* 
The White Horse at Kings Sutton has 
been busy building up a very good 
reputation for its good food. 

We visited the pub on a Wednesday 
evening and were pleasantly surprised by 
the number of diners already seated in the 
rustic, but modern pub. 

I had taken a iook at the pub s website 
before we arrived and hadn't realised that 
the ‘taster" menu had to be ordered before 
dining. 1 was on the verge of being 
disappointed, when Julie, our friendly 
host, L had a chat" with chef Hendrik - and 
alt was well - we could sample the raster 
menu - I'm glad we did! 

The tasters consisted of: crispy pigs head, 
pancetra, black pudding and piccalilli 
vegetables, smoked haddock Scotch egg 
and curried mayonnaise, rack of Purs ton 
Manor spring lamb with asparagus (and 
morels) and elderflower pana cotta, 
strawberries and meringue. 


into tiny cubes, savouring each and 
dreading the moment when the last 
morsel would disappear. 1 have had lamb 
that was richer* but this had a more 
delicate flavour. I would have preferred 
my asparagus just a little less crispy, but 
this hardly mattered a jot. 1 was delighted 
by two gorgeous fat morel mushrooms, 
accompanying the lamb - definitely not 
local l was assured by Hendrik. 

After such tasty mains I have to admit that 
my dessert was always going to play second 
fiddle, I he elderflower Pana Cotta was 
refreshing and fitted perfectly into the 
evenings repertoire! 

We decided not to plumb for the British 
cheeses and grape chutney as by the fourth 
course, we were well and truly full up. 

Should you nor wish to take part in a taster 
menu, there are, of course, many other 
dishes to savour. A starter thar caught my 
eye was the bubble and squeak and fried 
duck egg at £5.70 and Hendrik’s signature 
dish - the breast of Loo ms wood duck with 
duck teg croquettes, turnips, beetroot, red 
chicory and duck fat spuds - £17.95. 

When 1 return to King's Sutton - nor 
necessarily for the health giving waters, I 
will be trying the duck! 


Each dish was sumptuous. 


Hendrik explained that the 
dishes were his own 
particular take on a more 
traditional type of British 
food. The haddock Scotch 
egg was a play on a kedgeree, the pig's head 
a play on roasr pork - and the Purston lamb 
- well, a play on good old lamb chops. 


“It used to be all about local, local, local," 
said Hendrik. 11 That's fine* if your local 
produce is the best there is. That’s certainly 
true of our lamb - from Purston. the beef 
from Newbottle and of course the 
asparagus - from near Bodicote." 


Our first dish - the pig’s head, was lovely. 

1 he pork had been extracted and 
marinaded and then coated in breadcrumbs 
before being deep fried. I he resulting dish 
was heavenly. Somehow Hendrik had 
managed ro make the pork taste tike a cross 
between a heated up French goose rilletie 
and flaked duck - it was great. I explained 
to him that after such a great first course 
who could wish for more? 


Our second dish was, once again* fried in 
breadcrumbs, sealing in rich aromas that 
escaped ran tali singly at the first cut! A 
lovely rich egg concealed in smoked 
haddock working 
with curried 
mayonnaise to 
create a kedgeree 
styled dish that 
was, once again, 
delicious. 


Our Purston 
tamb was cooked 
wonderfully 
well. I was taken 
back to my 
childhood, when 
on first getting 
to eat steak, I 
cur each piece 
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He Ho ro all our Four Shires readers. I hope you are all well. 

Hey, guess what? It s nearly here and I can t wait for it to start 
(almost as much as the footie World cup finals!) I mean the 
summer of course. Let's just hope that we are going ro have a 
cracker of summer [his year, we all need it. Nothing beats that 
feeling of the sun on your face,, sitting outside with family and 
friends chatting and sharing a meal together! 


T hat brings me round to what to eat during 
those rare* hot* barmy summer afternoons? 
Why not try that great British tradition - 
afternoon tea, here at the Wykham Arms in 
Sib ford Gower. 1 think we’ve got the perfect 
venue for it. You can go for a walk on one 
of our many trails or take a stroll around 
our beautiful village. 1 hen come back to 
the Wykham and experience our afternoon 
tea menu. 


Deb has been working on this over the 
winter months ro get a good mix of classic 
tea, pastries and some of our favourite cakes. 
You can go for the full tea or just have a 
freshly baked, homemade scone with 
Devonshire clotted cream and locally made 
jam. All served with quality fine teas, freshly 
ground coffee or a glass of champagne if you 
feel like it. 




The Wykham Arms I Sibford Gower I Banbury I Oxfordshire 

Tel 01295 7B880B 

Come visit our new website! 

Web www.wyKhamarnrs.couk Email contact@wykharnarms.co iik 


mi WYKHAM ARMS 


www.wykham3rms.co.uk 


'A beautiful 17th century country 7 
inn with fine food and fine wine/ 


Voted In Alistair Saw day's top 
50 favourite puhs. 

The Wykham Arms is situated 
in the beautiful village of Sibford 
Gower, and is fast becomlngthe 
best dining experience in North 

Oxfordshire. 

AFTERNOON TEAS 
Now being served every Saturday 
and Sunday 3-5 pm. Fresh home¬ 
made scones, dotted cream and 
preserves. 

CHAMPAGNE HAPPY HOUR 

Every Friday evening, throughout 
summer months 6-Spm 

DON’T FORGET! 

Father's Day, Sun 15th June. 
Please bookto avoid disappoint¬ 
ment. 


Weather permitting, what better place than our patio to enjoy this 
great treat? We are serving afternoon tea every Saturday* Sunday 
and bank holiday throughout the summer. 

Hey chaps, apparently it's the sort of thing that the wife or 
girlfriend really enjoys. (Think brownie points, after all, there's a 
World Cup coming up!) 

Thanks for taking the time ro read this and I do hope to see you 
at the Wykham Arms soon. 

Damian 

F.S , Don t forget to treat Dad to lunch on the 15 th June . We have a 
lovely menu on for Father) Day Bring this advert with yon and Dad 
gets a beer on the house! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON BMW 


ot on the heels of the latest BMW 
M3 Saloon and M4 Coupe, both of 
which were revealed at Detroit at 
the start of the year, details of the 
M4 Convertible are now released,, the 
fifth-generation high-performanee 
open-top car of its kind from the 
company's M division. 

Powered by the same 431 hp in-line 
six-cylinder engine as the M3 Saloon and 
M4 Coupe, the Convertible offers the 
option of a six-speed manual or seven-speed 
M Double Clutch transmission. The M4 
Convertible exhibits all the hallmarks of a 
car created by BMW's high-performance 
specialists - lightweight engineering, 
carefully honed aerodynamics, advanced 
race-derived chassis tuning and electronic 
driver assistance technologies and a sporty 
elegant profile, open or closed. 


T here's a £2,645 optional 
seven-speed M Double Clutch 
Transmission which effectively 
combines two gearboxes, each 
with its own clutch. Shifts are 
therefore completed with no 
interference to the power 
delivery, enhancing both 
performance and efficiency. 
Gear shitting can be fully 
automatic or via the selector 
lever or steering column- 
mounted paddles, Drivelogic 
allows the driver to choose 


POWERED BY A 431 HP TWINPOWER 
TURBO StX-CYLINDER ENGINE 

SIX-SPEED MANUAL OR SEVEN- 
SPEED M DOUBLE CLUTCH TRANS¬ 
MISSION 

LIGHTWEIGHT ENGINEERING SHEDS 
60KG, COMPARED WITH PREDECES¬ 
SOR 

CHASSIS, DRIVER AIDS, STYLING AND 
TECHNOLOGY TRUE TO BMW M 


more sporting or more 
comfort-oriented shifting 
programmes while in automatic 
mode, and the seven-speed M 
DCT transmission also 
incorporates Launch Control to 
ensure the fastest-possible acceleration 

from standstill. 


OPTIONAL NEW AIR COLLAR FOR 
ADDED COMFORT 


ONE SALE 6 SEPTEMBER, PRICED 
FROM £60.730 OTR 


its four occupants and overall efficiency 
during everyday road use. 



The M4 Convertible is 
around 60kg lighter than 
the outgoing M3 
Convertible, despite 
being more lavishly 
equipped. It has a 
number of special 
aerodynamic measures to 
achieve the downforce 
required of a high- 
performance car while 
adding to the comfort of 


The BMW M4 Convertible will be offered 
with an extensive specification in the UK. 
Standard equipment, in addition to 
Adaptive M suspension and 19-inch M 
light alloy wheels, will include the BMW 
Professional media package, upgraded 
Bluetooth and USB„ front and rear Park 
Distance Control, Folding exterior mirrors 
and heated front seats. 

The BMW r M4 Convertible goes on sale in 
the UK on 6 September 2014, priced at 
£60,730 OTR 4* 
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Adding to die high-octane festival 
atmosphere, die very besc of classic rock 
and pop bands, will perform live on both 
Friday and Saturday evenings. Illustrious 
US boogie band Canned Heat are making 
a rare LK appearance to top the bill on 
Friday night with Bonnie Fyler headlining 
on Saturday. 


For more information visit the official 
www.SilverstoneClassic.com website or call 
the ticket hotline on 0871 231 0840. 

Fo win tickets to this summers extravaganza 
simply answer die question below: 

Which famous Italian marque will be 
celebrating its centenary at this year's 
Silversnme Classic? 


raged at the home of the British 
Grand Prix, the annua! Si [verst one 
Classic (25rh-27th July) is firmly 
established as the world s biggest 
classic motor racing festival... and we are 
giving away two pairs of weekend tickets 
worth £110 each! 


With more chan 1000 entries, die Classic's 
non-stop on-track entertainment showcases 
the full spectrum of motor sport history 
with huge grids featuring a mouth¬ 
watering array of Grand Prix, GT, and Le 
Mans cars - single-seaters, sports and 
touring cars spanning more than seven 
decades of epic circuit racing history, 

Phis years on-track entertainment features 
more chan 20 action-packed races, many 
boasting massive oversubscribed 58-car grids. 

The unrivalled race programme is 
enhanced by a vasr line-up of family 
en ter tain me nr. 


For example, over the weekend more chan 
100 car clubs will be displaying in excess of 
8000 classic road cars; many marking 
significant milestones in their marque s 
respective ancestry. 

In addition, this summer's highlights 
include a host of on- and off-track 


celebrations to honour the 50th anniversary 
of the iconic Ford Mustang. And [here's also 
a very special centenary party for legendary 
Italian supercar maker Maserati. What’s 
more, former Maserati Grand Prix driver. 

Sir Stirling Moss, will be heading a record 
parade of grand prix cars . 


Tickets (which must be purchased in 
advance) give access to all race paddocks, 
tracks ide grandstands, live music concerts, 
air displays, vintage funfair plus the new 
BMW l Eye' which will be giving 
panoramic 40 metre high gondola rides 
over the venue. 


Alfa Romeo 

Ferrari 

Maserati 

Answers by mail or online via copy@ 
fourshires.co.uk with the first two correct 
ones received to be the lucky winners. *E* 


78 Four Shires * June 201 4 


















Four Shires motoring 




he Heritage Motor Centre (HMC) 

T in Gaydon, Warwickshire celebrated 
its 21st birthday in May by hosting 
a special exhibition '‘21 Years 21 
Icons' featuring products and people that 
represent the very best of British motoring. 
Their collection has been renowned as one 
of the finest selections of British motor 
cars, telling the story of the people that 
have shaped Britain's love affair with the 
motor car. 

The exhibition runs until the end of 
Elecember and features 21 iconic 
automotive products including 7 motoring 
icons, 7 motoring inventions and 7 
motoring innovators. From the elegant 
Jaguar E-type to the black taxi cab to tyres 
and Cat’s Eyes and iconic motoring figures 
like Alec issigonis and William Morris, all 
embody the pioneering spirit of Britain’s 
contribution to the motor industry. 



There is hands-on interactive fun for all 
the family and an an opportunity for 
visitors to make suggestions for their own 
favourite British designs and personality 
icons from the motoring world. 

Stephen Laing. Curator at the Heritage 
Motor Centre stated “The Heritage Motor 
Centre has been celebrating the best of 
Britain's car industry for 21 years. It has 
been a difficult task to choose just 21 
products, people and pioneering inventions 
that represent motoring, the motor car and 
its industry in Britain. Of course our 
exhibition showcases only a small selection 
of Britain's contribution to motoring. We 


hope visitors will enjoy this exciting new 
exhibition and celebrate with us the very 
best of British motoring". 


For more information about the Heritage 
Motor Centre visit www.heritage-motor- 
centre. co.uk or call 01926 641 188. *5* 
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The Warwickshire Hunt point to point held at 
Mollington last month proved very successful for 
the Upton House Waley-Cohen team with four 
winners on the card. The Ray Randerson Carpets 
Open Maiden was won by Mr Simpkins with 
Sam Waley-Cohen on board. This angered well 
for the rest of the meet with the Waley-Cohens 
setting the pace. Racegoers enjoyed a super day, 
fair weather making the Mollington course the 
perfect venue for competitive racing. 

main images... 

1 & i 5: Mr Simpkins winner of the Ray Randerson Carpets Open 
Maiden Race 

this page... 

2: Judy Reynolds, Teresa Summerton, Philip Jolley, Lynne Thomas, 
Alistair Fraser, Ray Randerson, Richard Taylor, Di Welton, William 
WeItotiy Adam Lucock, Marveen Randerson, Millie Lucock, Sally 
Lucock plus Rupert the whippet (Ray Randerson); 

3: Amy Hutsby, Chris Davis & Jamie Rigby (Fisher German); 

4: Simon Richards and John Brook; 5: Jane Hampson, Sonia 
Owczarek, Sherida Walker & tlogs 


BLAKESLEY SHOW 

Saturday 2nd August 2014 

Hootens Farm, Blakesley, Towcester, NN12 8RT 


MAIN RING ENTERTAINMENT including 

* SQUIBS FREESTYLE MOTORCYCLE DISPLAY TEAM* 

* WORKING VINTAGE MACHINERY* 

* SHOOTING, DOG SCURRY - enter on the day * 

* Trade Stands, Craft Fair and Food Hall * 

■ Refreshments and Licenced Bars * 

Exh biting classes for: 

Dairy, Beef & Sheep, 

Horses, Ponies, Show Jumping & Private Driving 
Gymkhana & Clear Round Jumping 

www.blakesleyshow.co.uk 

Further information: Liz Black, Honorary Secretary, 01327 263186 
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this page... 6 : Anna Gamble; Sally Gamble, Barry Gamble, janiee Moreton and Sarah Warbu rst; 7: Diana Mitchell from -RN, Pile & Sons, 
presenting the trophy to first race winner-Sam Waley- Cohen; 8: Emma Cross, Simon Bradshaw, Richard Cross, Liz t Philip & Alexander 
Bywater; 9: Robert Powell\ Lacy Adams, Jacob Haynes, Elliott 0 Brian dr Ho Hie Stone; 10: Susan Busby, Nicola Burton, jane Wattless 
& (dog) Dudley; 11: Nikki Atkinson & Michael Loggia; 12: Robert Waley-Cohen, Sam Waley-Cohkn and Ray Ran Person; 13: Hazel West, 
Neil Wyatt, Anne Cockburn, Valerie Cock burn; 14: Richard White and Edgcotc Point-to-Point trainer Sarah Case; 16: Mark Barlow 
& Victor Lay; 17: Kerry O'Reilly, Claire Rigby, Laura Morse andZoe Keys (Ellacotts): 18: Jean Young, James Mirons & Chris Loggiti 
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Bloxham Schools equestrian reams had another weekend of 
spectacular success recently when they took part in the Kingsley and 
Prineethorpe Show Jumping competitions- Taking six teams and 
some individuals to the event Bloxham, who are the current national 
schools eventing champions, were particularly well represented. 

Fhe organisers did incredibly well to keep the event running 
(especially so efficiently) after the previous days heavy rain and 
the high winds over the weekend. The courses were tough and 
caused problems throughout the day but tbe Bloxham riders 


With the fences getting raised 
each time next came the 90/93 
cms class. This was another big 
class with lots of entries. After 
two runner-up finishes the 
Bloxham teams were determined to go one better and this class 
was won by the Bloxham White team who were adorned with 
rosettes, sashes and trophies, 1 he team was made up of Liv 
Edkins, India Whiles, Tom Bird and Grace Hopkins. 


Liv Edkins did fantastically well and won individually as well. 
India Willes was 4th and lorn Bird was 6th. 


Finally came the Open team and again it was Bloxham who 
proved invincible with Liv Edkins, India Willes, Tom Bird and 
Hannah Caudwell in the saddle. Individual placings were Liv 
Edkins 2nd, India Willes 3rd and Tom Bird 3th. The Bloxham 
riding teams are coached by Fran Bird from the Regal Equestrian 
Riding School and Livery, 


showed their ability and did 
incredibly well. 

The day started with 70/73cm 
team. The quartet of Amy 
Skan, Sam Canale-Hopwell, 
Lizzie Neal and George 

Si—" 

Hop well did very well and 
finished in 2nd place. George 
was placed 4th individually. 

The 80/83cm team was a big 
class and again Bloxham did well 
finishing 2nd with rheir 
“Bloxham Black'' team of Grace 
Hopkins, Esther Neal, George 
Hop well and India Willes. 

In the Individual competition 
in this class Olivia Edkins was 
3rd and Grace Hopkins 5th, 


Will found his spark 
on the Bloxham 
playing fields. 




With a reputation for excellence Bloxham School offers 
a supportive and stimulating environment that allows 
every pupil to discover their talents in a wide range of 
subjects and activities. 

Bloxham School 

Finding ttie spark in every child 

Co-Education31, Day End Boarding from ages 11 -iS 

Call: 01 295 724 301 
Email: reg 1st,rar@Wojihamsch.-ool.com 
www.bloathamschoot.com 



BLOXHAM CHOIR SINGS IN ST PAULS CATHEDRAL 

One of those L red letter never-to-be-forgotten days', came about 
recently when the Bloxham School Choir were invited to sing in 
London at rhe magnificent St Paul’s Cathedral, Fifty singers 
travelled down to sing the Eucharist for a rescheduled St George's 
Day celebration. 

The choir were able to look around the famous crypt before 
emerging into the splendour of the cathedral to perform under the 
famous dome. The large congregation included the headmaster, 
deputy head, school chaplain, governors, parents, a good number 
of Old Bloxhamists,plus a few hundred members of the public! 

The choir sang brilliantly and certainly rose to the occasion, 
sounding wonderful alongside the magnificent organ. 
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SIBFORD APPOINTS NEW HEAD OF SIXTH FORM 

Sibford School has announced the appointment of Cate 
Mallalieu-NeedJe as its new head of Sixth Form studies. 

Cate, who has extensive experience and expertise in post 16 
education, will take up the position in September 2014. 

Speaking about her appointment she said: l£ Young people 
today are facing a future in a very challenging world. They are 
also embarking on A level qualifications that, I firmly believe, 
have become increasingly more academically complex. 

”lo prepare for these challenges, students need 
individualised support and guidance and E am delighted 
that Sibford School will provide me with the opportunity 
to share my skills and understanding with students on a 
one-to-one basis. 

'1 am hugely excited by the future and I am looking 
forward to what this will mean for myself, the sixth 
formers and their tutors." 

For the past four years, Cate has been Director of Post 16 
Studies at Cooper School in Bicester. For five years prior to 
that she was head of sixth form at Chipping Norton School. 

Sibford School head Michael Goodwin said: tL We are delighted 
to welcome Cate to the team here at Sibford and look forward 
to the skills and enthusiasm she brings with her. When Cate 
joined Cooper School there was no existing provision for 
students to stay on after GGSEs. She oversaw the successful 
creation of their Post 16 Study Centre and I know that many 
of the talents she displayed in carrying out this task will be of 
great benefit to Sibford," 

Sibford Sixth Form provides a range of post-16 
opportunities for both Sibford s own pupils and to pupils 
who join from other schools. 

Cate met up with some of her new students when she 
visited Sibford recently to chat with current year 10 and 11 
pupils and their parents. 

"I have chosen to move to Sibford because the school has 
an established reputation and ethos of individual support 
for all students and beliefs of tolerance and respect which 
strive to bring out the best in everyone," she said. 

l 'I plan to build on this very firm foundation and to 
support all students with their individual plans and aims 
for the future - whether that be heading for University or 
taking a vocational route. 

"1 will be looking at the courses currently on offer and seeing 
how these can be expanded to provide you with a 
challenging, exciting and relevant environment. E will also be 
on hand to help you to develop essential study skills, provide 
academic mentoring and generally increase the number of 
options open to you. 1 




, 



Saturday 14 June 

Activities start from 9.30am 
Talk to prospective parents at 11am 

Sibford School, Sibford Ferris, Banbury 0X15 5QL 
Telephone: 01295 781203 



A modern first class reliable service for 

all your coaching needs 

/ QM 

y ™_i_ L _ imi 


ISO** I 


14-70 seat coaches available 



Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, OX16 4RZ 
www.cheneycoaches.GO.uk travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk 
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proper 


Bruce Cox 
goes up in 
world 
visiting 
the Oxford 
Playhouse 

he play Pygmalion, which was staged 
at the Oxford Playhouse last month, 
is undoubtedly the hest known of 
the many writings of George 
Bernard Shaw - if only tor the fact that 
even the least literary-minded of audiences 
generally know that it formed the basis of 
My Fair Lady - one of the most successful 
stage and him musicals of all time. The 
film version garnered no Jess than eight 
Oscars and there have been innumerable 
Tony awards over the years. 

Amazing as it may seem these days, the very 
success of My Fair Lady probably had GBS 
spinning in his grave when it hit the 
Broadway stage in 1956,. six years after his 
death. After all, many years earlier he had 
perfunctorily dismissed an approach by the 
famous Austrian composer Franz Lehar 
(The Merry Widow, etc.) who wanted to 
make a Viennese light opera version of 
Pygmalion with a romantic theme. Shaw 
absolutely abhorred the thought of a 
romance linking his plays two principal 
characters - the Professor of Phonetics, 
Henry Higgins, and the Cockney flower 
seller, Eliza Doolittle. 

To him, the theme of his play was a socially 
worthy one all about Higgins giving Eliza 
the chance to make her own way in the 
world as an independent woman. And so 
strongly did Shaw feel about this that in 
1916, two years after its stage debut, he 
penned kite book of the play and brought it 
to a conclusion by having Eliza married to 
another minor character in the cast and 





successfully running a flower shop and 
greengrocers! 


But a romance between 
Eliza and Mr H was a theme 
which stage and film 
producers seemingly had an 
almost pathological need to 
introduce. Indeed., Gabriel 
Pascal, the director of the 
193S film version secretly 
inserted romantic dialogue 
without consulting Shaw 
and even shot a different 
ending which had Eliza still 
in thrall to Professor 
Higgins rather than going 
off to make the most of the 
chance for an independent 


34 FOUR 




life that he had given her. Ironic indeed* 
then, that this was the screenplay that won 
Shaw an Oscar) 


them to the full. The 
avuncular Colonel Pickering, t 

always unfailingly polite to 
Miss Doolittle, was played by 
Paid Brightwell and provided 
a counterpoint to Higgins' 
single-minded, cynical and 
often downright rude 
approach to the job in hand. 

As Shaw r had intended* 

McGowans performance - 

made it obvious that a 
romance with Eliza was the 
furthest thing from his mind. All 
that she meant to him was her 
function as a convenient subject by 
which to show off his prowess as a 
Professor of Phonetics and so prove 
his theory that speaking as your 
betters speak, and behaving as they 
behave, can break down the class 
barriers. And never a thought from 
either of them about “Pm getting 
married in the morning”... 


In a way it’s not surprising that producers 
wanted, and even expected, a bit of 
romance to fill the their auditorium seats. 
After all, Shawls choice of title did come 
from the Greek poet Ovid s 
Metamorphoses - a poem in which the 
Cypriot sculptor* Pygmalion, creates a 
statue of a woman so beautiful that he falls 
in love with her - a statue that, after he has 
made an offering to the goddess Aphrodite, 
comes to life and becomes his bride. 


posh and not "drop 
our aitches 1 . 


So right from the first night of the play in 
1914, the move towards a romantic 
conclusion seemed to gather a momentum 
of its own. The original London production 
saw r the two leading players increasingly 
adopting attitudes that more than hinted at 
a romantic aspect to their involvement as 
the plays run w r ent on - something that 
delighted their audiences hut drove Shaw to 
distraction. Then* when the first American 
production opened later that year* the 
producers had the temerity to actually 
change the ending scenes and have Higgins 
and Eliza fall in love, Shaw could do little 
except grind his teeth, pen some newspaper 


Issues which engaged 
■ Shaws attention for 
f the whole of his adult 

E ’ 1 f V life included 

education, marriage, 
religion* government, 

( health care, and class 

privilege. He was an 
ardent supporter of 
socialism and became 
a most accomplished orator in the 
furtherance of its causes, which included 
gaining equal rights for men and women 
and alleviating abuses of tbe working class. 


George Bernard Shaw was 94 
years old when he died in November 1950 
and he was one of the most prominent 
figures in the Helds of English literature 
and social politics throughout the first 

half of the twentieth century. His 
many and varied achievements in 
those fields are emphatically 
underlined by the fact that he is 
the only person to have ever been 
awarded both a Nobel Prize and 
an Oscar) The Nobel Prize came 
- in 1925 for his contributions to 

literature and the Oscar in 1938 
for his work on the screenplay of 
Pygmalion. 


Impressively, he was a co-founder of 
the London School of Economics, that 
worthy institution and perennial force for 
social change through meritocracy rather 
than your position in Life being decided by 
your family background and where you 
went to school. 

On the other hand* try telling that to the 
"bullets’ of the Bullingdon Club) Surely the 
boundaries have blurred but the divisions 


articles explaining what he really 
intended... and, presumably, at least keep 
on cashing the royalty cheques! 

Having the pair in love and living happily 
ever after is still a popular conclusion 
option when the play is staged these days 
but the Oxford production, brought to the 
Playhouse by the Theatre Royal* Bath* stuck 
to Shaw’s original concept, with the feisty 
flow r er seller, Eliza Doolittle (perfectly 
played by the perky Rachel Barry) never 
portrayed as anything significantly more 
than an experiment by Henry Higgins and 
his cohort, Colonel Pickering. This 
experiment had resulted from a wager 
between them that Mr H could turn the 
cheeky Cockney into a society lady... and 
would do so simply by teaching her how to 
'talk proper'. 

The part of Professor Henry Higgins in the 
Playhouse production was essentially 
tailor-made for the impressionist and comedy 
talents of Alastair McGowan, w r ho utilized 


Although born in Dublin before 
Irish independence, Shaw spent most of his 
life in England and became dedicated to 
changing the rigid class structure of the 
country as it still was in the opening 
decades of the twentieth century. Social 
change by gradual osmosis was Shaws 
dream and he almost Jived long enough to 
actually see his tireless campaigning having 
a definite effect. 

No-one w r ants to go to the theatre to be 
earnestly lectured about the state of the 
nation and Shaw craftily managed to get his 
messages across by often getting his mostly 
upper and middle-class audiences to 
unwittingly laugh at themselves and at the 
values of the rigid class structure by which 
they were bound. 

By the 1 fifties the middle classes were aping 
the attitudes and affectations of the upper 
crust but both they and the working classes 
still 'knew their place’ and it wasn't until the 
nineteen-sixties that we ordinary folk were 
relieved of the need to learn how to 'talk 


are still there and birds of a feather still 
flock happily together. Perhaps it is time to 
quote another socially-conscious writer and 
latterly a contemporary of Shaw, namely 
George Orwell who in Animal Farm, his 
incisive allegorical comment on the failings 
of the Communist ideology, reminded us 
that even in a socialist world "all pigs are 
equal but some are more equal than others ' . 

So maybe the last word should go to Eliza's 
dustman Dad, Alfred Doolittle, wiio first 
appears in Pygmalion as a happy good-for- 
nothing, living in sin with his "missis' and 
enjoying his nigilts in the boozer for as long 
as he could buy or beg a beer. 

Perfectly played by East Enders bad boy 
Jamie Foreman, he appears at the end of the 
play in top hat and tails on his way to make 
an honest woman of his partner and 
bemoaning the change in his circumstances. 

“You’ve ruined my life* you "ave “Enry 
‘•kp ns ' roars the newly-rich dustman, 
“You’ve made me middle class_!” 4* 
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Four Shires 4* looking back 







These pictures date from 1968 and 
show the opening, we think> of the 
Middleton Cheney sports paid lion 

on the Astrop Road. 

We cannot identify any of those 
attending the event... can you? 



THE TOWER 
AT EDGE HILL 

The Tower at Edgehill has recently 
changed hands and now has a 
beautiful, open restaurant with 
views over the plain towards 
Stratford upon Avon, The Tower 
has always been something of a 
tourist attraction. It is rumoured 
that Charles I watched the 
Battle of Edgehill from the 

viewpoint. If 
he did so 
today ; he 
would be 
guaranteed 
a nice meal 
and a beer! 
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STUBBLE FIRE 

Something you see very little of 
nowadays - stubble fires! 

Not so long ago, fields of stubble 
were burnt by farmers to add 
nutrients back into the soiL To 
see lines office marching across 
fields on a late summer evening 
was quite something. Nowadays, 
of course, the stubble is 
ploughed back into the earth. 
Sometimes, the burning could 
get a little out of control. We 
think this has happened in these 
pictures where firefighters are 
attempting to stem the burning . 
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GET NOTICED in the Four Sh res! 
Coll Gail o Sarah on 01295 709 999 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


DENTISSIM 

Dental Laboratory 


A professional, fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional advice 




West Ba 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


A 


\ 


/ 


LATE NIGHT 




Mort-Thtirs until 8 PM 


Call our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

Bdi" LUiry t Nijf 111 6 anbury f 5c u [ I id n ! Adder bury S V/uodfotcl M .i lie 


mvwy/estbervets.co.uk 



a liadiBtrti in stout nuuonry 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 


FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

www.banburymemoriais.co.uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Fax: 01295 8 J1899 

5 Station Yard, AdJeibuiy, Nr Banbuiy, 
Oxon, 0X17 31U 




Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
ac Qjthow Farm, Avon Dass(HX,CV47 2AQ 


01295 490721 




▼## WYNN STAY 

MM STORES 

Bmtmy 

kirmp'ly ftantimry l-arm t* C.pn^rn-1 Xitpjiliprl l,M1 

Bjinbury Road (BMOO), m Burton Bassett CV*7 IBB 

TV: 01295 770707 

■ ftftfdsiiir/Jnqs fi- Oed Dm n ’ 

WneelhtifTiwi 

■ HQorit ftrt fywJ 1 

first 0 Biif 

< Hew Vortnt Ftming * 

Trutjteii Tlntter 

’ sujwterin/iu 

MdiiW Hliwtkrifiil'u 

* Htpr^i * 

CorruyaHuI ffocjtng iAetfs 


Pkn- math, rrutifr 

Goon Quality, Good Value Good Advice 

Q^linwV Sflivico flvaUnihtiR 

ivww wynnstay .co nb 



NEVER MISS AN ISSUE 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


1 2 MONTHS 

£36 


6 MONTHS 

£20 


greenhouse 

A F E 

Sunday Roast 

2 courses £ 1 0 

12.30pm- 2.00pm 

advisable to pre-book 

Barn Farm Plants 

Upper Wardington, Banbury 

01295 758080 Oxon. OX17 1SN 



CALL 01295 709 999 TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS IN FOUR SHIRES 
FOR AS LITTLE AS £40 AN ADVERT! 

(based on a series booking) 
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A WINTER'S TALE 



If there is life after Edge lull? 

ing Charles was holed up in Oxford 
for ihe winter, feeling unusually 
pleased with himself. Not only had 
he managed to arrive in the city, 
more or less in one piece - but he had also 
come away relatively unscathed from a 
somewhat embarrassing encounter with the 
Parliamentary forces. Commanded by rhe 
Earl of Essex, they had set up a roadblock 
and effectively caused Charles to come to an 
unseemly halt in the middle of his own 
Royal Highway minding his own business, 
on his way to London. 

Charles was hoping to make a glorious 
return to the capital but he took one look at 
the ranks who were massed against him, and 
decided this was not the best rime to pull 
rank, ask directions or start a discussion, It 
did cross his mind that it would not go 
amiss to give these boys a quick run-down 
on the salient points contained in rhe 
1 Who's King part of the Divine Right' but, 
he decided chat, under the circumstances, 
with discretion being the better part of 
valour, it would be wiser not to ruffle any 

r J 

feathers but just to take his leave quietly. 

The King, in all fairness would never have 
classed himself as a risk-taker or an 
entrepreneur and spontaneity was not a 
word he used much, but today he had to pull 
it out of the bag.*,The Earl of Essex was 
looking edgy and trading insults on the front 
line was becoming more threatening by the 
minute. So without any hesitation, deviation 
or repetition, Charles took l Just a Minute' 
(couldn't resist it) to make the decision to 
back off And so, with a sleight of hand and 
an almighty U Turn, the King Charles Circus 
was on its majestic return to Oxford. 


One poor chap decided to cook the pig rhat 
he had just stolen and started a fire in the 
streets which raged for hours. Horrible 
diseases and infections were rife and the 
town was full of bored soldiers who had 
nothing to do but drink and argue. Health 
and Safety would have immediately closed 
the place down for fumigation, but, as they 
hadn't been invented yet, that's a bit of a 
useless observation! 

To cross the quad in the centre of Christ 
Church now required an explorer of 
Elizabethan proportions, due to its change 
of usage from a pleasant green lawn for 
strolling round, to a hotel, home to 300 
sheep, the odd oxen and some unfortunate 
students who been put out' of their 
lodgings for the Royal party. In all fairness 
they did have alternative accommodation 
offered to them, but as it was Bat sharing 
with a sheep, there were nor many takers. 

So that's my take on Oxford life in rhe 17th 
Century. (So much for the dreaming spires). 

Of course it wasn't tike this for everyone. 
Charles spent his days riding, hunting or 
playing tennis and as he had his nose stuck 
in the air most of the time, he didn't really 
notice what rhe underprivileged were up to. 
The only problem came when his dear wife 
Henrietta Maria, (who had just returned 
from adventures in foreign parts,) couldn’t 
fit into Christ Church, on account of all her 
luggage so she had to move into rooms that 
Charles commandeered for her in Merton, 
She was very happy there and used to go for 
long walks with her ladies in waiting, who 
were appropriately named as one of them 
had to bring up the rear waiting to pick up 
all the things that the Queen had dropped, 

Henrietta Maria had been out on the tiles, 









arms 


Charles liked Oxford. He had set up his 
winter quarters in one of the more inspiring 
colleges, (Christ Church) and then 
generously invited all his court to take up 
residence beside him with the result that 
instead of the camaraderie and cosiness 
Charles was expecting, there was massive 
overload and gridlock, Every available 
space was filled with soldiers, 
criminals, drunkards and general low 
life who scraped a living wherever 
they could and didn't care 
how they went about it.., 


flying solo and had just returned home. 
Instead of behaving like most women of her 
time, leading a jaw b re a kingly dull life she 
had undertaken a trip to Europe no pawn the 
Crown jewels (for cash) and had also tried 
her hand at buying 

negotiating deals, i ms sne 
managed to do with business 
like efficiency. Lin fortunately 
her prowess wem idn^ v 
unrewarded and resulted in 
her being regarded with 
bemused astonishment as. 


after all, she was only a girl! Henrietta Maria 
had had a dreadful time during die crossing of 
the North Sea to Bridlington in the teeth of 
what was thought to have been the worst of 
the many gales that she had experienced on 
her way. But as the boat rocked and rolled she 
was unafraid , having somehow got hold of the 
idea that English Queens never drowned! 
Where she had found this interesting bit of 
optimistic propaganda, 1 have no idea, but she 
didn't seem to realise that this was only 
reassuring if you happened to be a Queen of 
England (which, as she had never been 
crowned she technically wasn't.) Still, bless 
her, it kept her spirits up and when everyone 
else on board were lying prostrate on their 
beds, Henrietta was to be found, standing 
firm, exercising her dogs, (King Charles 
spaniels?) on rhe foredeck or planning how to 
kick start her husband into action. 

Unfortunately the gale turned into a terrible 
storm and conditions became so treacherous 
chat the Queen was forced to abandon ship 
and was taken ashore by a fishing smack. (7 his 
sounds even worse than being at sea in a 
storm.) Henrietta Maria spent her last night 
in Bridlington in a dinky thatched cottage on 
the quayside, but alas she had to run for her 
life when she was shot at by a posse of 
inconsiderate Parliamentarians. It says in my 
books that she sprinted over fields in adverse 
conditions and unfortunately lost one of her 
dogs. The little peri slier had done a runner but 
instead of abandoning it, she retraced her steps 
until she found it and then ended up having 
to jump into ditches to avoid enemy fire. 

Quite why not one of the T000 men sent to 
escort her to Oxford, came to rescue her 
from this quite alarming situation, is a 
mystery, but they must have turned up 
eventually because she is reported to have 
managed to make it to Kineton with an 
armed escort. (Scene of Roundhead 
gathering before the battle of Edgehill.) 

Here she met up with the King and they 
travelled on to Oxford together. He had 
missed her quite dreadfully bur she 
apparently had an admirer, whether secret or 
not is unclear but his name was Fhe 
Honourable Charles Cavendish, the King's 
Godson, son of the Earl of Devonshire... 

Sounds as if be ticks all the right boxes. 

We shall see. 
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Four Shires ❖ music 


RODRIGO Y GABRIELA 


rodrigo y gabriela 




R&:G have metal in their blood. Meeting in 
their native Mexico., the pair, who were 
childhood friends with musical roots firmly 
in heavy metal - formed their own metal 
band in Mexico, They then set off around 
Europe, eventually landing in Dublin 
where they worked first as street performers 

<ir 


(they didn't even speak English at the time), 
then swiftly became international guitar 
stars. No surprise there. 

Now r , touring the world with gigs all over 
Europe, America, New Zealand and Japan, 
the duo have a loyal fan base who are eager 
to submerge themselves in their hypnotic 
riffs and manic, stomping rhythms. Their 
live show is fast and furious, they don't take 
breaks, they are completely in tune with 
each other, their energy is relentless and 
there is never a bum note. The diminutive 
Gabriela jumps, spins and runs around the 
stage hammering out a ferocious, Ate tallica 
inspired beat, while Rodrigo roots himself 
to the front of the stage, taking a solid 
stance that allows his fingers to do the 
walking - and, boy, do those fingers walk. 
Throughout their performance the crowd 
remained amazed by their speed and 
nimble-fingered dexterity. Their music is 
exciting, awe-inspiring and fun, it has 
unlimited technical skill, combines the 
hauntingly melodic and the powerful, 
slamming of heavy metal guitar - and just 
when you think you've heard it all, there is 
still more to come. 

Their two nights at the Royal Albert Hall 
have come hard on the heels of their first 
album release in five years. 9 Dead Alive is 
just that - nine sensational tracks, all 
recorded completely live. It's captivating 
and mesmerising, dose your eyes and 
there’s an intimacy so sweet that you'd 
think they w r ere there in the room. 


3 btikii AliIVK 

Definitely one for the collection, along with 
2009 album 11:11 - eleven instrumental 
pieces, each written with musicians who 
inspired them in mind, from Jimi Hendrix 
to Spanish flamenco guitarist Paco de Lucia 

- and (much as 1 loathe the idea of albums 
from films] the soundtrack to Pirates of the 
Caribbean 4 is worth a listen. 

Rodrigo y Gabriela will play Glastonbury 
this summer. If you have tickets for the 
festival mark them down as a must-see, you 
won't want to have missed out on this one. 
For those without tickets, buy the album, 
close your eyes, and soak it up - again, and 
again, and again, 

Rodrigo y Gabriela leave you wanting more 

- and however much you have, it will never 
be enough. There are no tricks, there is 
only skill and perfection. This is acoustic 
guitar at its best. 


U 


Caroline Jaques 


here is little to compare with the 
sounds emanating from two acoustic 
guitars filling the Royal Albert Hall 
and, even if you've seen the videos, 
nothing can prepare you for the live show 
delivered by Mexican duo Rodrigo Sanchez 
and Gabriela Quintero. RAH was 
crammed to capacity', both nights being a 
sell-out, with an audience ranging from 
their hardened followers, new' discoverers, 
and a smattering of slightly shocked first 
timers wiio had clearly bought their tickets 
expecting an evening of flamenco. How 
wrong you would be. Rodrigo y Gabriela 
do not play flamenco. They play a rock, 
head-banging thrash metal, latin, 
flamenco fusion, with intricate finger 
picking so fast that their hands blur, and 
frenzied knuckle rapping rhythms that are 
nothing short of masterful, 


Their instruments receive a thorough 
beating as the pair attack the strings with 
alarming ferocity This is the stuff that 
titkes your breath away - you w r atch with 
your mouth agape, perched on the edge of 
your seat in disbelief at their absolutely 
unique sound. To witness such musical skill 
is a rarity. 


mien 
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AL STEWART MARILLION 

CARA DILLON TREE TOP FLYERS REC MEUROSS 

BLACKBEARD’S TEA PARTY Richard Digancc 


You can book tickets via the Fairport website or 
write to PD Box B4I3, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts NG2Z 8WY 

or call 0900 6371644 [[all: L D'i Mp per a - + d ts E r andlinei) 


niRE,i» i Bay FriJSal Saturday 
Order by May 31: EIIO bg EIDOdo E7D dd 
June 1 ~ July 31: 015 ci £105 or £75 u 
After July 31: EIZO.m ElTO.uo E80.ro 

llisdti 1 IliSriitilllcd frre, butt he re must be an adul 
tit ket order with every child's t cket application. 

CAMPING" E 35 .ro E 30 .qc FREE 

*C-&m:jing charges arc p*r vehkte not pc 
person Bikers & backpackers camp for free. 
















































































































































MichaelJonesleweller.co.uk 



